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^jLlt hough  the  memory  of  the  late 
war,  in  which  Britain  was  engaged  with 
its  American  Colonies,  and  the  Houfes  of 
Bourbon,  has  been  confiderably  effaced 
by  the  fucceeding  revolutions  of  Europe, 
— and  though  the  violence  of  party-fpirit, 
which  thofe  hoflilities  produced,  has 
greatly  fubfided,  or  been  directed  to  ob¬ 
jects  more  immediately  under  view, — 
yet,  as  that  war  will  form  a  grand  epoch 
in  the  Britifh  annals  to  lateft  poflerity, — 
fo  an  authentic  detail  of  events  that  took 

t 

their  rife  in  chat  conte ft,  and  were  chief¬ 
ly  influential  in  determining  the  fate  of 
the  contending  parties,  will  ever  merit  a 
Confderable  degree  of  the  public  atten¬ 
tion.— The  following  Memoirs  are  im¬ 
portant,  whether  we  confider  them  as  au¬ 
thentic  materials  for  hiftorical  details,  or 
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as  affording  a  difplay  of  the  fecret  motive 
that  actuated  the  Neutral  Powers  in  their 
conduct  towards  Britain— a  conduct  un¬ 
generous  in  the  higheft  degree,  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  when  the  melt  powerful  States  in 
Europe  had  already  combined  to  deprefs, 
if  not  annihilate,  the  grandeur  of  that  na¬ 
tion. 


Far  from  being  one  of  thofe  mercena¬ 
ry  publications  with  which  the  world  is 
daily  infefted,  the  prefent  work  is,  on  the 
contrary,  to  be  conlidered  as  a  valuable 
prefent  made  to  the  Public,  and  well  de¬ 
ferring  the  thanks  cf  this  nation  in  par¬ 
ticular.  It  contains  a  circumftantial  ac¬ 
count  of  the  caufes  which  gave  rife  to  a 
fyftem  dangerous  in  the  extreme  to  the 
Bfitilh  intereft,  and  is  written  by  a  No¬ 
bleman  of  moil  refpeclable  character,  now 
retired  from  the  political  ftage,  where  he 
lately  acted  a  very  confiderable  part.  It 
is  founded  on  facts  to  which  he  himfelf 
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was  witnefs ;  and  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  by  tlic 
manner  he  treats  Ills  fubjedt,  that  he  is  a 
man  free  from  party-fpirit  and  partiality, 
as  every  hiftorian  ought  to  be.  This  Me¬ 
moir  is  only  part  of  a  larger  collection, 
confifting  of  feveral  volumes,  intended  to 
be  printed  in  the  original  French  on  the 
Continent ;  a  prefent  which  the  author 
was  pleafed  to  make  the  Library  of  the 
Scots  at  Ratifbon,  The  indulgent  reader 
will  pleafe  remember,  that  the  following 
is  a  tranflation,  and  a  tranllation  made  a- 
broad  j  but  the  delay  necefl'ary  for  revi¬ 
ling  it  would  have  prevented  its  appear¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  with  the  original  e~ 
dition  now  going  to  the  prefs  in  Germa¬ 
ny. 
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I  he  armed  neutrality,  or  the  various 
and  numerous  treaties,  which,  under  the  name 
and  pretence  of  “  Maritime  Conventions  for 
the  protection  of  Neutral  Navigation  and 
96  Commerce," ’  were  concluded  during  the  late 
war,  which  Great  Britain  had  to  carry  on  a- 
gainft  its  American  Colonies,  the  combined 
powers  of  France  and  Spain,  and,  laft  of  all, 
againft  Holland,  is  one  of  thofe  lingular  events, 
to  the  nature  of  which,  not  only  the  public,  but 
even  molt  of  the  Courts,  feem  to  have  been  en¬ 
tire  ftrangers,  and  are  ft  ill  to  be  coniidered 
as  fuch,  at  lead  as  to  its  true  author,  and 
the  circumftances  that  paved  the  way  for  a 
plan  and  fyftem  fo  unfavourable  to  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  Britilh  court. 

A.  Tiie 
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The  leading  and  almoft  generally  adopt¬ 
ed  opinion,  both  by  the  public,  and  alfo  in 
the  cabinets,  was,  that  it  owed  its  exiftence 
to  the  great  Frederic  of  Pruffia  -that  he 
had  firft  of  all  concerted  the  plan,  and  after¬ 
wards  communicated  his  ideas  to  the  Ruffian 
miniftry,  and  in  particular  to  Count  Panin, 
a  minifter  who  was  then  generally,  though 
perhaps  not  juftly,  believed  to  be  entire¬ 
ly  attached  to  the  Pruffian  intereft  ^  :  And 

the 

*  This  opinion  with  regard  to  Count  Panin,  whofe  minif¬ 
try  forms  one  of  the  moft  brilliant  and  glorious  periods  in  th« 
Ruffian  annals,  was  fo  general,  that  not  only  all  Petersburg, 
but  alfo  a  great  many  Cabinets,  and  perhaps  the  very  Ein- 
prefs  herfeif,  looked  on  him  as  a  perfon  entirely  dependent 
upon  the  King  of  Pruffia,  and  animated  merely  by  that  mo- 
n arch’s  impulfe :  while  nothing  can  be  more  certain,  than 
that  Count  Panin  had  views  of  his  own,  and  was  very  of¬ 
ten  apt  to  believe  that  the  had  himfelf  feme  influence 
on  the  king  of  Pruffia.  His  great  attachment  to  the  Prut 
flan  alliance  is  very  eafy  to  be  accounted  for?  as  his  entry 
into  the  Ruffian  miniftry  was  fignalized  by  the  treaty  cf  al¬ 
liance  between  Catharine  II.  and  Frederic  II.  :  And  it  is  too 
-remarkable  to  be  paffed  over  in  filence,  that  the  laft  of  his 
jfcinifterial  functions  was  the  fgning  of  tine  Convention  and 

acceffion 
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the  chief  reafon  for  that  great  monarch’s  tak¬ 
ing  fuch  a  ftep,  was  thought  to  be  nothing 
elfe  but  an  old  grudge,  and  a  delire  of  re¬ 
venging  himfelf  on  the  Britifh  miniftry,  tor 
abandoning  him  in  the  year  1762,  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  feparate  peace  with  France  :  an  idea 
which  was  unworthy  that  Prince’s  politi¬ 
cal  principles,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  foul. 
We  have  good  reafon  to  fuppoie,  that  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain  was  led  into  the 
fame  erroneous  opinion  by  Sir  James  Harris, 
now  Lord  Malmefbury,  and  then  Britifh  ple¬ 
nipotentiary  at  Peterfburg ;  whether  it  was, 
that  Sir  James  himfelf  was  miftaken,  or, 
that  his  eagernefs  for  detaching  Ruffia  from 
Pruffia,  and  engaging  the  former  into  an  alli¬ 
ance  with  Aultria,  w'hich  England  had  then 
fome  hopes  of  joining,  carried  him  fo  far  as 
to  imagine  he  would  find  his  intereft  in 
charging  the  King  of  Pruffia  with  being  the 
author  of  this  fyftem  :  and,  indeed,  upon  due 
refledion,  it  will  appear  lefs  fingular,  and  e- 
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acceffiion  of  Pruffia  to  the  Armed  Neutrality,  the  27th  t>f  A' 
pril  and  of  May  1 781. 
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yen  very  natural,  that  this  opinion  fhould  gam 
io  much  credit,  if  we  conflder  that  Frederic, 
having  raifed  his  name  to  the  higheft  pitch 
oi  glory,  all  Furope,  altonilhed  at  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  exploits,  and  the  fuperiority  of  his 
genius,  feemed  difpofed  to  look  upon  him  as 
the  grand  lource  of  all  political  events  and 
intrigues*  As  a  further  proof  how  deeply  this 
opinion  mult  have  been  rooted,  and  that  even 
length  of  time  has  not  altered  it,  we  fhall  only 
add,  that,  in  a  late  parliamentary  debate,  dm* 
ing  the  month  of  April  of  the  laft  year  (1791) 
on  the  preparations  that  were  carrying  on  for 
compelling  Ruffia  to  fign  the  peace  with  the 
I  urks,  on  the  balls  of  a  Itrift  Jlatu  quo,  the 
oppofition,  and  in  particular  a  late  mi  miter, 
Mr  Fox,  openly  charged  the  King  of  Pruffia 
with  having  given  Ruffia  the  firft  idea  of  the 
Armed  Neutrality, 
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In  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  this  hi flo 
rical,  as  well  as  political  error,  from  bein 
handed  down  to  pofterity,  the  author  of  the 
prefent  Memoir,  who  had  frequent  oppor¬ 
tunities 
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tnnities  of  hearing,  from  the  mouth  of  an  un¬ 
exceptionable  pcrfon  at  Peterfhurg,  the  par« 
ticulars  of  this  whole  tranfa&ion  ;-~who  was 
even  actually  at  Peterfburg  at  that  juncture 
which  gave  rife  to  the  Armed  Neutrality  j—and 
who,  by  the  means  of  his  lituation  and  office, 
WTas  enabled  to  difcover  the  moll  fee  ret  fprings 
of  the  great  political  machine, — flatters  himfelf 
he  will  render  the  public  an  agreeable  fervice, 
by  prefenting  it  with  fome  memoirs  and  acts 
concerning  the  Armed  Neutrality,  together 
with  his  own  reflections  on  its  origin,  and  the 
fteps  that  were  taken  for  bringing  it  to  per¬ 
fection.  It  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  moft 
Angular  phenomena  recorded  in  hiftory  ; 
and,  when  conildered  in  its  proper  light, 
will  ferve  as  a  conftant  warning  to/every  one 
employed  in  negotiations,  firewing  what  adan- 
gerous  thing  it  may  prove  for  a  man,  to  rely 
too  much  on  the  force  and  fuperiority  of  his 
own  genius,  and  to  think  himfelf  capable  of 
bringing  events  about  by  fwerving  from  the  ob¬ 
vious  and  natural  courfe  to  give  himfelf  up 
to  intrigue,  and  violent  meafures,  for  gain¬ 
ing 
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*Rg  Iiis  aim ; — to  truft  too  much  to  ap¬ 
pearances  to  break  through  all  formalities 

that  are  once  eftablilhed  at  a  court ; _ and:, 

laftly,  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  ableft  and 
molt  aftive  minifter,  fuch  as  Sir  James  ffiew- 
cd  himfelt  to  be,  both  then,  and  afterwards 
in  Holland,  to  carry  his  point,  when  he  finds 
himfelf  oppofed  by  a  whole  miniltry,  even 
when  the  perfon  who  is  confidered  as  its 
foul,  is  already  upon  the  decline  of  his  ere- 


mil  -  v 

',H  .  * 

Fhe  fa6t  is,  that  this  Armed  Neutrality* 
which  gave  lo  much  umbrage  to  the  Court  of 
London,  and  was  the  caufe  of  fo  many  con¬ 
ventions,  that  were  figned  for  the  fupport  of 
free  navigation,  between  the  feveral  courts 
€>f  Denmark,  'Sweden,  Holland,  Pruffia,  Vi¬ 
enna,  Lifibon,  and  Naples,  on  one  fide  •  and 
that  power  of  Europe,  Ruffia,  on  the  other, 
which,  of  all  the  contracting  maritime  pow¬ 
ers,  had  by  far  the  lead:  number  of  merchant 
Blips : — this  celebrated  confederacy,  I  fay, 
was  deviled  by,  no  other  perfon  than  Count 
Pan  in,  the  Ruffian  minifter,  and  that  mere- 
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ly  to  ruin  Sir  James  Harris,  at  a  crifis  when 
the  Britilh.  minifter  had  every  reafon,  and 
all  pofiible  authority,  (Count  Panin’s  alone  ex¬ 
cepted,  who  was  long  an  entire  ftranger  to  all 
his  tranfacdions)  to  think  Ruflia  upon  the 
point  of  joining  Britain  in  its  conteft  with, 
America,  and  with  the  Houfes  of  Bourbon, 
and  of  entering  into  an  alliance  for  their  mu¬ 
tual  defence,  which,  as  it  may  appear  to  have 
fomething  of  a  riddle  in  it,  I  fliall  endeavour 
to  place  in  a  clearer  light. 

The  Court  of  St  James’s  having,  immedi^ 
ately  after  the  treaty  of  Verfailles,  in  1762, 
renounced  all  further  conne&ion  with  the 
Continent,  faw  itfelf,  upon  the  breaking  out 

1 

of  the  late  war  with  the  American  Colonies 

1 

and  the  Houfes  of  Bourbon,  deprived  of  every 
friendly  fupport,  and  the  dangerous  lituation  it 
was  in,  ihewed  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  pro¬ 
curing  an  ally  :  for  which  purpofe,  the  Courts 
of  Vienna  and  Petersburg  were  fingled  out : 
but  as  both  thefe  Courts  were  allied,  the  for¬ 
mer  with  France  and  the  latter  with  P ruflia, 
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thefe  alliances  were  firft  to  be  broken,  before- 
there 'was  any  probability  of  fucceeding. 

This  was  the  great  object  of  Sir  James’s 
million:  But,  to  detach  Ruffia  from  its  al¬ 
liance  with  Prufiia ;  to  draw  it  into  another 
with  the  Court  of  Vienna ;  and,  after  all,  to 
engage  thofe  two  Courts  to  efpoufe  the  Bri- 
tifli  caufe,  and  join  in  alliance  with  that 
nation,  at  a  period  when  it  was  engaged  in 
an  open  war  with  its  own  Colonies  and  the 
houfes  of  Bourbon -was  fo  important  and 
difficult  a  talk,  as  required  all  the  activity 
and  fpirit  of  fuch  a  negociator  as  Sir  James 
Harris.  In  fliort,  fuch  were  the  difficulties 
and  obftacles*  that  prefented  themfelves  on 
all  fides,  that,  by  taking  the  ordinary  way* 
there  was  little  hope  of  fuccefs  left  ;  and, 
therefore,  the  miniiter  employed  in  this  bu- 
linefs,  found  himfelf  obliged  ,  to  put  every 
poffible  political  fpring  in  motion,  and  to 
flop  at  nothing  that  could  contribute  to  his. 
purpofe. 
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We  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  Sir  Janies 
Harris’s  abilities  and  fagacity,  not  to  be  per- 
fuaded  that  he  mod  have  foon  difeovered  the 
fecret  of  the  true  lituation  of  the  Ruffian  Court; 
•viz.  That  the  nobleman  at  the  head  of  the 

I 

Adminiftration  *  would  infallibly  oppofe  Ruf- 
lia’s  abandoning  the  Pruffian  alliance,  becauie 
he  cherillied  it  as  a  work  of  bis  own  ;  and  e- 
fpecially  as  a  peaceable  fylfem,  which  he  was 
addidted  to  by  a  habit  of  eighteen  years 
handing ;  and  for  this  very  reafon  he  would 
equally  be  againft  every  connedtion  with  Bri¬ 
tain  before  the  end  of  the  war  ;  as  fuch  a  flep 
could  not  fail  of  appearing  to  him  inimical  to 
the  intereft  of  his  country,  already  too  much 
exhaufted  and  ruined  by  the  late  war  with  the 
Turks,  to  be  ready  for  another  at  fuch  a  diitance 
from  home.  By  applying,  therefore,  to  this 
minifler,  there  were  abfolutely  no  hopes  left 

B  of 

*  Count  Panin,  an  able  and  clear-lighted  minifter,  blit 
often  very  indolent  and  flow  in  his  affairs ;  of  a  conciliatory 
and  peaceable  difpofition,  which  ftill  encreafed  by  age  and 
bodily  infirmities. 
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of  fucceeding  ;  and  it  feems,  that  the  firft  ad¬ 
vances  which  Sir  James  made  to  found  the 
minifter,  mull  have  difpelled  every  doubt 
on  this  head* 

On  the  other  hand,  he  could  not  but  he 
fenfible,  that  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  was  nei- 
fl.  attached  to  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  perfon, 
not  -  vs  alliance  ;  that  Count  Panin  by  no 
means  c  j  y  er  entire  confidence,  nor  had  a 
decided  and  exclusive  iiifluence  over  her  mind 
in  point  of  public  bufmefs  ;  that  all  her  views 
were  directed  towards  the  eaft,  and  to  the  car-' 
rying  of  the  grand  plan  into  execution,  which 
fhe  had  formed  about  that  time,  of  conquering 
the  Greek  empire  in  favour  of  the  Grand  Duke 
Conftantius  ;  and  naturally  might  hope,  by  en¬ 
tering  with  her  into  this  extenfive  fcheme, which 
had  been  fo  long  confidered  as  chimerical,  or 

at  leaft  by  fhewing  her  the  pollibility  of  the 
Court  of  London’s  joining  this  plan,  he  might 
render  that  ambitious  Frincefs  more  favour¬ 
able  to  the  Britifh  caufe.  Lajlly ,  It  could 
not  efcape  Sir  James’s  penetration,  that  Prince 
Potemkin,  her  mighty  favourite,  was  the  foul 
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of  this  extraordinary  project,  and  alone  feem- 
'  ed  to  cherilh  this  idea  of  the  Emprefs,  either 
becaufe  he  was  the  real  author  cf  it,  or  that 
his  own  private  intereft  was  intimately  con¬ 
nected  with  it ;  as  it  could  not  fail  or  efta- 
blifliing  his  adual  credit,  together  with  the 
profped  of  a  future  independency  ;  and  that, 
confequently,  this  being  the  perfon  who  alone 
had  a  great  influence  on  the  Emprefs,  who 
counterbalanced,  and  even  outweighed  the 
miniiler,  it  was  to  him  alone  that  Sir  James 
could  have  recourfe,  ifheexpeded  tofucceed 
in  his  enterprife. 

In  this  pofture  of  affairs  and  difpofition  ot 
fentiments,  could  fuch  an  adive  mimltei  as 
Sir  James  wras,  ever  eager  for  promoting  the 
intereft  of  his  country,  adopt  any  other  m<Sa- 
fures  to  execute  his  difficult  and  important 
commiffion  ?  Was  he  not  abfolutely  obliged 
to 'give  up  all  hopes  of  gaining  his  point 
through  the  medium  of  the  miniftry  ?  Was 
he  not  under  the  greateft  neceffity,  not  only  ci 
abandoning  Count  Panin,  but  even  ot  ad- 
in0-  di redly  againft  him,  and  of  attaching 

B  2  himfelf 


\ 
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himfelf  entirely  to  the  Emprefs’s  perfon,  and 
to  her  mighty  favourite  ?  Yet  this  very  method* 
which,  we  are  perfuaded,  Sir  James  muft  have 
adopted  with  all  the  activity  and  ardour  of  his 
character,  inftead  of  leading  him  to  his  aim, 
which  he  very  often  had  good  reafon  to 
think  himfelf  nigh  the  attainment  of,  pro¬ 
duced  a  quite  contrary  effect,  viz.  the  fy- 
item  of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  with  all  the 
conventions  for  the  fupport  of  neutral  na- 
vigation  and  trade,  which  fo  much  flat¬ 
tered  the  Emprefs’s  felf-love,  and  feems  to  be 
the  chief  reafon  why  the  two  Courts  are,  to 
this  very  day,  fo  much  at  variance.  It  was 
very  natural  for  Sir  James  to  let  himfelf  be 
lulled  into  an  entire  fecurity,  if  it  be  true, 
and  we  have  great  reafon  to  believe  fo, 
that,  after  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to 

bring  Count  Panin  into  his  plan,  he  had  a  fe~ 
cret  audience  of  the  Emprefs  at  Peterlioff? 
where  fhe  generally  refides  during  the  fum- 

t 

mer  feafon  ;  in  which  audience  fhe  fo  far  dif- 
coveied  an  inclination  of  concluding  an  alli¬ 
ance  with  Britain,  as  to  defire  him  to  inform 
his  Court,  that  if  England  would  be  no  longer 
againft  extending  the  cafus  foederis  with  Raf¬ 
fia, 


THE  ARMED  NEUTRALITY. 


21 


fia,  to  its  concerns  with  the  Turks,  and 


the  affairs  of  the'  eaft,  as  it  had  hitherto 
been  ;  and  if  it  would  authoriie  him  to  make 
her  formal  propofals  for  an  alliance,  and  claim 


her  armed  mediation,  fhe  would  not  hefitate 
a  moment  to  comply  with  the  requeft. 


After  this  favourable  and  pofitive  declara¬ 
tion  front  the  mouth  of  the  fovereign,  it  is  ealy 


tobe  imagined  that  Sir  James  had  not  long  to 


wait  for  his  inftructions ;  and  accordingly,  if 
we  are  to  believe  thofe  who  pretend*  to  have 
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Emprefs  and  her  favourite,  while  Count  Panin 
was  in  place,  he  ever  had,  and  would  have, 
fo  much  influence  in  the  Cabinet,  and  all 
political  concerns,  as  would  be  fufficient  to 
undermine  and  deftroy  the  molt  promifing  en~ 
terprifes.  As  a  proof  of  this,  we  ffiall  lay  be¬ 
fore  our  readers  the  fubftance,  if  not  the  li¬ 
teral  tranflation,  of  a  note  which  that  old  mi- 
nilter  was,  by  his  own  intrigues,  authorifed  to 
deliver  to  the  Britifh  envoy,  by  way  of  an- 
fwer  to  an  official  paper  which  the  latter  had 
before  prefented. 

44  The  fincerity  of  the  Emprefs’s  friendly 
**  fentiments  towards  the  King  and  nation  of 
44  Great  Britain,  induces  her  Majefty  always 
44  to  receive,  in  a  thankful  manner,  the  con- 
“  fidential  overtures  his  Majefty  was  pleafe'd 
“  to  make  to  her  relative  to  the  war  ;  but, 
“  at  the  fame  time,  fne  fees,  with  regret,  the 
“  impoffibility  of  reconciling  her  fentiments, 
44  and  her  delire  of  accelerating  the  peace, 

with  the  propofals  made  to  her  by  the 
44  Court  of  London.  The  Emprefs  is  a  lo- 
^  ver  of  peace  j  and  willies  moft  ardently 

“  that 
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u  that  Great  Britain  may  foon  enjoy  the 
“  bleffings  of  it  again  ;  but  her  Majefty 
“  is  perfuaded,  that  the  meafures  which  the 
“  Court  of  London  propofes  to  her  for  pror- 
“  curing  a  fpeedy  peace,  cannot  tail  of  pro- 
“  ducing  a  quite  contrary  effed;  as  propo- 
“  fals  of  peace,  or  her  mediation  offered  to 
“  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  without  any 
“  conciliatory  terms,  but  even  fupported  by 
“  remonftrances  on  the  juftice  of  the  Britifh 
“  caufe,  would  certainly  be  the  means  ofpro- 
<<  yoking  them  to  an  indefinite  protraction 
“  of  the  war,  and  of  involving  the  whole 
“  Continent  of  Europe  in  the  conteit ;  an  ef- 
“  fed  entirely  contrary  to  the  views  of  the 
“  Emprefs  in  favour  of  the  King  and  nation. 
“  As  to  the  propofed  treaty  of  alliance,  the 
“  Emprefs  is  perfuaded,  that  the  juftice  and 
“  equity  of  the  King  muff  acknowledge,  that 

“  the  time  for  concluding  a  defenfive  alliance 

% 

“  is  no  more,  when  a  war  is  already  broken 
“  out,  and  efpecially  fuch  a  war  as  the  pre- 
“  fent ;  the  caufe  of  which  has  always  been  ex- 
“  eluded  from  all  the  alliances  that  ever  ex- 
ifted  between  Ruffia  and  Britain,  as  having 

“  no 
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no  concern  with  their  refpective  dominions 
in  Europe  :  in  every  other  refpect,  her  Ma- 
jefty  allures  the  King,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  that  fhe  will  ever  perfevere  in  the 
fame  fentiments  towards  Ins  Majefty  and 

I 

the  Bntifh  nation  ;  and  if  the  Court  of  Lon* 

% 

don  can  devife  an  expedient  for  laying  the 
balis  of  a  reconciliation  between  it  and  the 
other  belligerent  powers,  to  prevent  a  fur¬ 
ther  eftufion  of  blood,  and  is  of  opinion 
that  the  E  nap  refs  may  be  any  ways  fervice- 
able  to  Great  Britain,  fire  promifes  to  em¬ 
brace  the  opportunity  with  the  utmoft*  ar¬ 
dour,  and  to  employ  all  the  zeal  and  inte¬ 
grity  of  a  friend  and  natural  ally  of  the 
Britifh  nation,  for  promoting  their  inter- 
eft.” 


I 


. 


\ 

W  J 


The  reader  may  eafily  conceive,  that  an 
anivver  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  hopes  which 
the  Emprefs  herfeif  had  given,  and  had  order¬ 
ed  Sir  James  to  make  known  to  his  Court  in 
her  name,  mull  have  roufed  the  indignation 
of  a  mimfler  lefs  abtive  and  lefs  zealous  for 

the  welfare  ot  his  country  than  Sir  James,  and 

mu  ft 
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til u it  lwe  occafioned  bitter  complaints  on  his 
part,  both  againft  Count  Panin,  and  all  thofe 
he  imagined  to  be  of  that  minifter’s  party,  and 
to  have  any  influence,  mediate  or  immediate, 
on  him  and  his  fyftem.  In  order  to  put  a  flop 
to  thefe  animofities,  and  appeafe  the  provoked 
Britifli  minifter,  the  favourite,  if  not  the  Em- 
prefs  herfelf,  feems  to  have  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  him,  that  fome  circumftances,  which 
fo  frequently  occur  in  time  of  war,  might  pre¬ 
lent  themfelves,  and  give  another  turn  to  thefe 
unfavourable  appearances,  and  therefore  he 

would  do  well  to  watch  fuch  an  occafion,  and 

% 

endeavour  to  profit  by  it.  In  fadt,  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  not  long  a-coming,  and  fell  out  as 
follows : — ■ 

/ 

Two  Ruffian  merchant-ffiips,  one  from 
Archangel,  called  Concordia,  the  other  St  Ni¬ 
colas,  belonging  to  Peteriburgh,  were  flopped 
on  their  voyage  for  the  Mediterranean,  and 
carried  into  Cadiz,  where  their  cargoes  were 
confifcated  and  publicly  fold.  This  ftep  of 
the  Spaniards,  in  diredt  violation  of  the  laws 
<*f  free  navigation  and  commerce,  greatly  ir- 

G  ritated 
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litated  the  Emprefs  ;  and  Sir  James  eafily 
forefawthat  it  would  do  fo  the  more  effectually, 
as  that  Princefs  had  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  the  extenfion  of  her  commerce,  ftie  con- 
ii dering  the  whole  navigation  and  trade  of 
the  Ruffian  empire  as  a  work  of  her  own. 

1  his  lad  circumftance,  together  with  the 
whole  of  the  event,  Sir  James,  hurried  away 
by  a  fecret  defire  of  revenging  himfelf  on 
thofe  who  had  oppofed  his  fuccefs,  determined 
to  improve,  and  to  turn,  as  far  as  poffible,  to 
his  own  advantage.  The  firft  Hep  of  the  Em. 
prefs  was  to  fend  the  Spanifh  Charge  cT  Af¬ 
faires,  Mr  Normandes,  two  minifterial  notes, 
which  he  received  by  means  of  Count  Panin. 
Thefe  notes,  which  may  be  eonfidered  as  the 
firft  public  papers  relating  to  the  Armed  Neu¬ 
trality,  we  have  thought  proper  to  place  at 
the  end  of  this  Memoire,  under  the  letter  of  A 
and  B.  But  while  the  Miniftry  at  Peterf. 
burgh  wTere  taken  up  with  reclaiming  their 
property,  and  demanding  fatisfaftion  for  the 
infult  offered  to  their  flag,  the  Britilh  Envoy, 
aflifted  by  Prince  Potemkin,  perfuaded  the 

„  '  r 

Emprefs, 
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Emprefs,  without  the  Prime  Minifter’s  know¬ 
ledge,  to  lend  pofitive  orders  to  the  Admiral¬ 
ty  for  arming,  with  the  greatelt  expedition 
and  fecrecy,  a  fleet  offixteen  fail  of  the  line, 
with  fix  frigates,  to  be  ready  for  fea  by  the 
opening  of  the  Baltic  :  And  he  had  even  the 
promife  of  the  Emprefs,  that,  in  cafe  the  Spa- 
nifh  anfvver  was  not  latisfaclory  and  adequate 
to  the  demands  which  flie  had  can  led  to  be 
made  officially  to  the  Court  of  Madrid,  (he 
would  procure  herfelf  fatisfaclion  ;  and  the 
fquadron,  which  file  had  ordered  to  be  equip¬ 
ped,  would  fail  from  the  Baltic  for  that  pur- 
pole,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would  permit. 

However  drift  the  orders  had  been  for 
keeping  this  refolution  fecret,  the  meafures 
required  for  equipping  a  fleet  are  of  inch  a 
nature  that  they  could  not  be  long  hidden 
from  Count  Panin,  who  foon  gueffed  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  this  armament,  as  well  as  the  perfon 
that  was  at  the  bottom  of  it  ;  at  leaft  the  no¬ 
bleman,  of  whom  we  have  the  detail  of  this 
whole  affair,  affures  us,  that,  having  one  day 
occafion  to  wait  upon  the  Ruffian  minifter,  he 

G  2  found 
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found  him  in  the  greateft  agitation,  much  diff 
trolled  to  find  out  means  for  counteracting  a 
meal ure  in  which  he  had  not  been  confulted, 
and  w  hich  he  confidered  as  dangerous  for  the 
Ruffian  empne,  and  entirely  contrary  to  his 
wile  and  peaceable  fyftem  :  And  the  fame 
nobleman  adds,  that  the  old  minifter,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelt  to  him,  faid,  with  a  kind  of 
vivacity  very  uncommon  to  him,  “  Sir,  the 
fact  is  true  ;  there  is  nothing  more  left  for 
“  us  than  to  ward  off  the  blow  ;  and  I  hope 
“  yet  to  be  able  to  do  it.”  And,  rubbing 
his  forehead  with  his  hand,  he  continued, 
“  My  ideas  are  yet  a  little  confuied  ;  I  muff 
“  put  them  in  order  ;  and  in  a  few  days  I 
“  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  you  more,  and  to 
“  make  the  ftorm  burft  over  the  heads  of 
“  thofe  that  raifed  it,  (by  which  he  meant  the 
“  Britilh  miniftry  ;)  who,  not  content  with 
“  having  ruined  themfelves,  wiffif  by  their 
“  intrigues,  to  fet  the  reft  of  the  world  on 
“  fire,  in  hopes  of  faving  themfelves.” 

The  minifter  had  too  much  experience  not 
to  forefee  how  dangerous  it  would  be  for  him 


to 
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to  incenfe  the  Emprefs  by  a  direct  oppofition 
to  her  will ;  and  that  the  only  means  left  of 
fucceeding,  was  to  enter,  at  lead;  in  appear¬ 
ance,  into  her  refentment  againft  Spain,  and 
then  to  lay  a  plan  before  her  of  a  much  great¬ 
er  extent,  capable  of  flattering  her  felf-love, 
which  would  infallibly  induce  her  to  think 
herfelf  acting  the  principal  part  on  the  the¬ 
atre  of  Europe  ;  and  this  w;as  the  moment, 
the  caufe,  and  the  aim,  that  gave  birth  to  the 
idea  and  plan  of  the  Armed  Neutrality.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  he  prefented  it  to  her  as  a  fyfterrt 
which  owed  its  exiftence  entirely  to  her  own 
perfon  ;  infinuating,  at  the  fame  time,  that, 
being  founded  on  the  law  of  nations,  it  would 

be  productive  of  the  happieft  effects  to  all  the 
neutral  powers,  whom  it  could  not  fail  of 
drawing  and  uniting,  in  a  manner,  under  her 
protection  ;  and  while  it  proved  of  the  great- 
eft  advantage  to  her  commerce,  it  would,  by 
revenging  her  on  the  infult  offered  to  her  Ma- 
jefty  s  flag,  be  the  means  of  fecunng  her  a- 
gainft  all  future  attacks  of  any  nation  what¬ 
ever.  Placed  in  fuch  an  agreeable  point  of 
_  view,  it  is  eafily  to  be  imagined  that  it  met 

with 
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with  the  Emprefs’s  full  approbation  ;  and* 
tnis  once  gained*  nothing  remained  but  to  in¬ 
line  its  fucceis  5  ior  this  reafon,  he  defired  it 
to  be  kept  a  profound  fecret,  efpecially  from 
the  Britifh  minifter  ;  giving  the  Emprefs  far¬ 
ther  to  underhand,  that,  by  humbling  one  of 
the  branches  cf  the  Bourbon  family,  Britain 
*v ou^d  be  led  to  confider  it  as  a  friendly  mea- 
i  n i  c,  and  favourable  to  its  own  intereft,  to 
which  both  it,  and  the  reft  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  would  find  themfelves  under  the  ne- 
ceiiity  of  fubmitting  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
while  the  plan  was  marked  with  the  greateft 
impartiality,  and  mo  ft  ft  riel  neutrality,  fne 
would  referve  for  herfelf  the  honour  of  medi¬ 
ating  in  a  future  pacification  j  an  honour 
which  this  Princefs  enjoyed  at  the  treaty  of 
Tefchen,  and  was  equally  the  obieeft  of  her 

withes  at  the  termination  of  the  Britifh  war. 

\  ^ 

The  plan  fo  much  adapted  to  flatter  the. 
Emprefs’s  felf-love,  being  thus  fettled,  and 
her  orders  given  for  carrying  it  into  execu¬ 
tion,  the  able  minifter  laid  the  project  of  a 
memoir  before  her,  under  the  name  of  a 


“  Firft 
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4i  Firfl;  declaration  to  the  belligerent  powers, 
“  for  fettling  the  principles  of  free  navigation 
u  and  trade  f,”  which  met  with  the  fame  ap¬ 
probation,  and  was  immediately  fent  off  by 
exprefs  to  all  the  Ruffian  mini  Iters  at  the 
Courts  of  London,  Paris,  and  Madrid,  in  order 
to  be  prefented  by  them  to  the  Courts  where 
they  were,  as  principles  invariably  adopted 
by  her  Majefty.  The  fame  day,  Count  Pa¬ 
nin,  routed  from  his  ordinary  indolence,  dif- 
patched  other  meffeOgers  to  the  Ruffian  mini- 
iters  at  Copenhagen  and  Stockholm,  with  or¬ 
ders  fer  delivering  the  fame  declaration  to 
thole  Courts,  inviting  them  to  join  the  Em- 
prefs,  and  to  notify  to  the  belligerent  powers 
their  refolution  of  fupporting  thofe  principles ; 
and,  in  order  to  prevent  all  difficulties  that 
might  arife  on  the  fubject,  the  minifters  were 
farther  ordered  to  propofe  a  convention,  in 
which  the  principles  were  to  be  mutually  a- 
greed  on,  and  the  whole  to  be  coniidered  as 

a  code  of  laws  for  the  liberty  of  neutral  navi¬ 
gation  and  commerce. 

1  HUS 


t  For  this  memoir,  fee  letter  C  at  tlie  end. 
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Thus  was  laid  the  foundation  of  the  famous 
Armed  Neutrality,  as  a  counter- plot  againft 
Sir  James  Harris’s  endeavours  to  draw  Ruffia 
into  a  common  caufe  with  Britain  againft  the 
American  Colonies,  and  the  combined  powers 
of  f  ranee  and  Spain  ;  and  it  is  very  probable 
In  at  the  idea  of  it,  which  was  entirely  Count 
Panin’s,  would  never  have  been  ftarted,  had 
!t  not  been  lor  the  abfolute  necellity  under 
which  that  able  minifter  faw  himfelf,  of  pre¬ 
venting  Ruffia’ s  engaging-  in  a  war  at  fuch  a 

didance  from  home,  and  fo  ruinous  for  its  fi¬ 
nances. 


The  plan,  and,  in  ffiort,  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings,  was  kept  fo  fecret  from  Sir  James, 
that  even  the  melfengers  were  difpatched  to 
the  feveral  Courts  before  he  could  get  notice 
of  what  was  carrying  on  ;  and,  according  to 
what  was  laid  to  be  pofitively  known,  the  Em- 
prefs,  in  order  to  amufe  Sir  James,  fent  him 
an  exprefs,  defiring  him  previoully  to  inform 
his  Court,  that  a  Ruffian  meflenger  would 
foon  be  difpatched  for  England  with  very  fa¬ 
vourable  declarations,  which,  after  the  afiu- 

rances 
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ranees  fhe  had  already  given  him,  fhe  was  per- 
fuaded  would  fully  anfwer  the  expectations  of 
the  Britifh  Cabinet.  From  this  it  is  evident, 
that  the  feeurity  into  which  Sir  James  was 
lulled,  is,  in  every  refpect,  excufeable,  fuppo- 
fmg  it  to  be  true,  and  we  have  all  authority 
to  believe  lb,  that  Sir  James  lent  off  his  mef- 
fenger  at  the  inltance,  and  even  order,  of  the 
Emprefs  and  Prince  Potemkin.  But  we  fhall 
leave  it  to  our  readers  to  judge  how  much 
this  very  meflage  niuft  have  heightened  the 
difappointment  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry  ;  for, 
after  being  previoufly  informed  of  the  Em¬ 
prefs  ?s  favourable  and  pofitive  intentions,  they 
(by  a  declaration  which  the  Ruffian  minifter 
at  London  prefented  a  few  days  after)  found 
the  effed  fall  much  fhort  of  their  expecta¬ 
tions,  and  themfelves  egregioufly  duped. 
The  Emprefs,  in  head  of  the  difpofitions  fo 
favourably  and  folemnly  announced,  at  once 
difeovers  and  adopts  principles  entirely  incon- 
iiftent  with  the  Britifh  navigation-ads,  and 
merely  calculated  to  promote,  in  every  na- 
val  war,  the  advantage  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  ;  for  it  was  manifeft  that  France  and 

D  Spain- 
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Spain  would  thereby  find  themfelves  enabled,* 
under  the  fandlion  and  protections  of  Ruffia, 
and  the  other  Princes  that  adopted  fuch  prin¬ 
ciples,  to  fill  their  magazines  with  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  North,  fo  indifpenfibly  necefiary 
for  their  marine. 


For  this  reafon,  no  fooner  was  Sir  James 
officially  informed  of  the  contents  and  evil  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  Ruffian  declaration,  than  he 
broke  out  into  the  mod  bitter  invectives  a- 
painft  Prince  Potemkin,  and  the  manner  he 
had  been  treated  by  him,  notwithftanding  all* 
the  latter’s  endeavours  to  perfuade  him,  that 
the  Emprefs  herfelf  had  been  infenfibly,  and 
contrary  to  her  inclination,  inveigled  by  the 
artifices  of  Count  Panin  ;  and  that,  provided 
the  Britifh  Miniftry  did  not  take  the  declara- 

4 

tion  amifs,  but  anfwer  it  in  a  friendly  man¬ 
ner,  her  Majefty  would  do  every  thing  in  her 
power  to  prevent  its  having  any  difagreeable 
@r  difadvantageous  effects  for  Great  Britain. 


Sir  James  could  not  but  forefee  the  im- 
preffion  it  would  make  upon  the  Miniftry, 


and 


■X 
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Sind,  therefore,  we  may  fuppofe  him  not  to 
have  diffembled,  that  the  wrong  done  to  his 
country  was  irreparable  ;  and  that  the  anfwer 
of  his  Court,  on  which  it  was  impoffible  for 
him  to  have  any  more  influence,  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  expreflive  of  its  juft  furprife  and 
indignation  at  a  declaration  fo  contrary  to 
what  her  Majefty  herfelf  had  authorifed  him 
to  announce  ;  and  accordingly  the  report  of 
Mr  Simolin,  then  Ruffian  minifter  at  London, 
verified  but  too  much  Sir  James’s  apprehen- 

m 

fions  ;  and  the  account  he  gave  of  the  vivaci¬ 
ty  with  which  the  Britifli  Miniftry,  efpecially 
the  Lords  Stormont  and  Hillfborough,  had' 
treated  him,  together  with  the  perfonal  re¬ 
flections  on  the  Emprefs,  which  they  threw 
out,  not  only  in  his  prefence,  but  alfo  in  that 
of  the  other  foreign  minifters, ’intending  there¬ 
by  to  wound  her  felf-love,  had  no  other  effect 
but  that  of  confolidating  and  finifhing  Count 
Panin’s  wTork  fooner  than  it  otherwife  could 
have  been  done. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  reception  which  this- 
declaration  met  with  at  the  Courts  of  Bour- 

D  2  bon, 
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bon,  was  more  flattering.  The  Counts  de 
Vergennes  and  Florida  Blanca  were  foon  fen- 
iible  of  the  advantages  they  might  derive  from 
it,  at  leaf!  for  the  moment  ;  and,  therefore?  in 
order  to  draw  her  Imperial  Majefty  more  into 
their  intereft,  Count  de  Vergennes  prevailed 
with  the  Spanifh  Miniftry  to  give  her  all  ima¬ 
ginable  fatisfachon  for  the  capture  and  fale  of 
the  two  Ruffian  merchant-fhips,  the  Concor¬ 
dia  and  St  Nicolas.  From  this  moment  the 
Emprefs  began  to  look  upon  the  Armed  Neu¬ 
trality  with  a  ftill  more  favourable  eye  than 
ihe  had  hitherto  done,  adopted  it  as  her  own 
work,  though  concerted  by  Count  Panin  a- 
lone,  and  employed  her  utmeft  endeavours  for 
engaging  the  other  powers  to  unite  for  the 
fupport  of  the  new  adopted  principles  of  free 
trade  and  navigation. 

i  ^ 

The  fir  ft  propofals,  as  above  related,  hav- 

*  •  i 

ing  been  made  to  the  Courts  of  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  the  Court  of  London  ufed  all  its 
intereft  with  the  Danifli  Miniftry,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  with  Count  Eernftorf,  whofe  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Britilh  party  was  too  well  known, 

to 
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to  divert  Denmark  from  entering  into  any  en¬ 
gagement  ;  but,  notwithflanding  the  private 
difpoiitions  of  that  minifter,  fueli  were  the 
connexions  of  Denmark  with  Ruffia,  fincethe 
ceffion  of  Holftein,  behdes  their  being  per- 
fonal  on  the  part  of  the  Queen  and  Prince 
Frederic,  that  neither  Britain  nor  Count  Bern- 
ftorf  could  prevent  the  conclulion  and  ratifi¬ 
cation  of  the  convention,  which  accordingly 
took  place  fo  early  as  the  9th  of  July  178c. 
This  convention  having  ferved  as  a  bafis  to 
the  fubfequent  ones  between  the  other  powers, 
it  has  been  thought  expedient  to  give  a  copy 
of  it  at  the  end  of  this  Memoir  *  ;  for  the 
fame  reafon,  we  have  added  the  King  of  Swe¬ 
den’s  accellion  f ,  and  that  of  Denmark,  to 
the  convention  between  Sweden  and  Ruffia 
of  the  ill  of  Auguft 

The  King  of  Sweden  was  the  eafier  per- 
fuaded  to  join  the  Emprefs  in  the  Armed  Neu¬ 
trality,  as  he  feems  to  have  caught  the  idea 

feme 

*  See  Letter  D.  t  Letter  E.  ^  Letter  F* 
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fome  time  before  of  himfelf,  having  made  fume 
propofals  of  a  fimilar  nature  for  the  navigation 
of  the  Baltic,  fo  early  as  the  year  1779  :  and 
the  ardour  with  which  he  engaged  in  this  bu- 
linefs  was  fo  great,  that  he  difpatched  a  very 
cxpreflive  declaration  to  all  the  belligerent 
powers,  before  the  ligning  of  the  convention  f. 

It  was  about  this  period  of  the  King  of 
Sweden’s  fuhfcribing  the  convention,  that 
Count  Panin  thought  fit  to  infinuate  to  the 
King  of  PrulTia  a  delire  of  feeing  his  Majelty 
join  the  confederation.  But,  according  to 
what  was  pofitively  afferted,  the  King,  hav¬ 
ing  no  mind  to  enter  into  any  engagement 

that  only  ferved  to  interrupt  his  tranquillity, 

\ 

and  to  expofe  him  to  the  payment  of  annual 
fablidies,  ordered  Count  Coertz,  then  his  mi- 
nifter  at  Peterfburgh,  to  elude  ail  formal  pro¬ 
pofals  that  might  be  made  on  the  fubject. 
This  meafure  met  with  no  great  difficultv,  as 
the  Emprefs  had  at  that  time  already  begun 

to  entertain  fome  predilection  for  the  late  Em- 

% 

peror 


f  Letter  G. 


THE  ARMED  NEUTRALITY*  11 

peror  of  Germany,  J ofeph  the  Second,  with 
whom  £he  was  perfonally  acquainted,  and  had, 
for  that  reafon,  (hewn  Count  Panin  no  great 
inclination  to  admit  the  Pruffian  monarch. 

The  only  maritime  power  wliofe  alliance 
(lie  feemed  to  court  in  preference  to  all  others, 
was  the  Republic  of  Holland.  As  this  junc¬ 
tion,  if  brought  to  bear,  could  not  fail  of 
wounding  Britain  in  the  molt  ienlible  part, 
the  French  party,  which  was  at  that  time 
lording  it  over  Holland,  employed  all  its  en¬ 
deavours  to  accelerate  fucli  an  event.  For 
this  purpofe,  two  extraordinary  ambaifadors 
were  fent  to  Peterfburgh  j  and  Inch  was  their 
ardour  for  concluding  their  negociation,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  ordinary  ilownefs  with 
which  affairs  are  carried  on  in  Plolland,  not- 
Vvdthftanding  the  obftacles  which  the  Court  of 
London  was  continually  throwing  in  their 
way,  and  the  meafures  taken  by  Sir  James 
Harris  for  preventing  the  blow,  they  iigned 
their  acceffion  to  the  Armed  Neutrality,  un¬ 
der  the  fame  conditions  that  had  been  offered 
to,  and  accepted  by  Sweden  and  Denmark. 

Tux 
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The  Britifh  minifter,  finding  it  abfolutely 
impoffible  to  prevent  Holland’s  acceffion, 
feems  to  have  given  his  Court  timely  notice  of 
its  critical  lunation ;  and  there  is  little  room 
left  to  doubt,  but  that  was  the  reafon  that  de¬ 
termined  the  Court  of  St  James  to  declare  war 
againft  the  Dutch  before  they  were  yet  ac- 
knowledged  members  of  the  aifociation,  or  at 
Haft  before  their  acceffion  was  made  officially 
known  to  the  Britifh  Court,  hoping  thereby 
that  the  Emprefs,  being  informed  of  the  rup¬ 
ture,  and  the  fituation  the  Republic  was  in, 
with  refpect  to  Great  Britain,  before  the  fign- 
ing  of  the  convention,  would  break  off  all  fur¬ 
ther  negociations ;  or,  in  cafe  the  rupture 
proved  no  obftacle  to  Holland’s  admiffion, 
yet  the  particular  circumftance  of  the  war’s 
breaking  out  before  the  admiffion  took  place, 
would  at  leaft  furnifh  the  members  of  the 
Armed  Neutrality  with  a  motive  for  not  con- 
fidering  hostilities  againft  the  Republic  as  a 
direct  attack  upon  the  whole  fyftem  ;  and  the 
Republic  would  confequently  find  itfelf  en¬ 
tirely  deprived  of  all  the  advantages  and  fup- 

port 
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port  it  had  reafon  to  expert  from  the  union  : 

1 

Such,  at  leaf!:,  were  the  confequences. 

In  order  to  enable  our  readers  to  form  their 
opinion  on  the  grand  queftion,  Whether  the  - 
Republic  was  to  expert  any  real  affiftance  du¬ 
ring  the  war  in  which  it  had  been  involved  on 
account  of  its  acceilion  to  the  neutral  combi¬ 
nation,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  Court 
of  Sweden  explained  their  fentiments  upon  it  ? 
we  have  thought  proper  to  annex,  at  the  end 
of  this  Memoir the  copies,  1 fly  Of  a  me¬ 
moir  which  the  Swedifh  minifter  was  ordered 
to  prefent  to  the  Ruffian  miniftry ;  nelly ,  Of 
a  Refcript  from  a  Ruffian  minifter  to  Count 
Moufchin  Poufchkin,  the  Emprefs’s  ambaf- 
fador  at  Stockholm  ;  and,  3 dly.  Of  a  minifte- 
rial  letter  from  Count  Panin  to  the  Baron  de 
Sacken,  Ruffian  envoy  at  Copenhagen,  which 
will  undoubtedly  be  found  to  be  moft  inftruc- 
tive  and  interefting  pieces. 

E  To 

*  Thefe  copies  are  to  be  found  at  the  end,  under  H,  T 
and  K* 
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To  thefe  we  have  added  the  copy  *  of 
Count  Panin's  miniderial  amfwer  to  the  Swe¬ 
dish  envoy,  together  with  the  extraft  of  an 
official  difpatch  f  from  Denmark  to  Mr  Schu¬ 
macher  J,  Da  nidi  Charge  dy  Affaires  at  Pe- 
terfburgh,  both  which  pieces  will  be  found  e- 
qually  interefting,  as  they  difcover  the  fun¬ 
damental  principles  which  had.  been  agreed 
on  by  the  contracting  Courts  in  fupport  of 
their  fyftem. 


In  this  Danifli  difpatch,  the  reader  will  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  King  of  Denmark  defires  the 

Emprefs 


*  See  L. 


f  See  M- 


\  This  gentleman,  whofe  exterior  was  entirely  to  his  dis¬ 
advantage,  and  Teemed  to  indicate  a  man  of  very  limited 
parts,  mull  have  been  one  of  the  moil  intriguing  beings  in 
the  univerfe :  he  kept  up  a  continual  correfpondence,  un¬ 
known  to  Count  BernftorfF,  then  State  minifler,  with  Prince 
Frederic,  and  Mr  Gudberg,  formerly  the  Prince’s  preceptor, 
and  afterwards  minifler  of  State ;  and  we  are  perfuaded  that 
it  was  greatly  owing  to  the  double  reports  of  this  gentleman 
that  Count  BernftorfF  was  difgraced  ;  who  has  neverthelefs 
seen  again  reinflated  into  his  former  plage. 
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Emprefs  to  employ  her  intereft  with  the  Pruf- 

lian  monarch,  in  order  to  draw  him  into  the 

% 

combination,  and  thereby  to  add  a  ft  ill  great¬ 
er  weight  and  confiftency  to  the  grand  fyf- 
tem  ;  which  circumftance  is  a  certain  proof, 
that  the  King  of  Prullia,  far  from  being  the 
author  of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  had  not  yet 

fo  much  as  approved  of  its  principles. 

• 

We  are  by  no  means  inclined  to  advance, 
that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  thefe  inftances 
of  the  Danifti  Court,  which  at  that  period  had 
the  whole  confidence  of  the  Ruffian  Cabinet, 
and  was  equally  allied  with  the  Court  of  Ber¬ 
lin,  that  the  Emprefs  was  induced  to  admit 
her  old  ally  :  on  the  contrary,  we  are  certain, 
that  it  is  to  be  afcribed  to  quite  another  caufe, 
viz,  the  Pruffian  monarch’s  reclaiming  the 
protection  of  the  combined  Courts  for  his 
merchant- fliips,  about  the  end  of  March, 

I 

which  was  immediately  granted  by  Denmark 
and  Sweden,  and  brought  forth  a  formal  in¬ 
vitation  of  the  Ruffian  Emprefs,  by  means  of 
an  official  note,  to  take  an  a&ive  part  in  the 
fyilem,  and  to  be  one  of  the  contrafling  par- 


< 


ties  ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  King  did 
not  th  ink  fit  to  delay  any  longer  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  his  aft  of  acceflion  was  figned  at 
Peterfburgh  May  the  8th,  1781. 

Though  this  ftep  of  the  King  was  entirely 
to  the  advantage  of  his  fiibjefts  and  commerce, 
yet  we  have  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  his 
Majefty  had  fomething  more  in  view  than 
commerce  alone ;  and  that  his  real  and  efien- 
tial  motive  for  becoming  one  of  the  contraft- 
ing  parties,  was  rather,  on  one  hand,  a  defire 
of  gratifying  the  Emprefs,  by  giving  her  a 
public  proof,  notwithftanding  the  circumftan- 
ces,  of  his  great  attachment  to  her  alliance, 
and  how  great  a  value  he  fet  upon  every  thing 
that  could  contribute  towards  fettling  this 
connection  upon  a  more  permanent  bafis ; 
which,  on  the  other  hand,  could  not  fail  of 
perfuading  the  public,  that  his  alliance  with 
Ruflia  was  yet  far  from  drawing  to  an  end. 

\ 

The  figning  of  the  afts  of  acceflion  and  ac¬ 
ceptation,  which  were  to  be  exchanged  be¬ 
tween  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Pruflia,  did 

not 
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not  take  place  before  the  commencement  of 
the  year  1782  ;  and  the  official  notes  oi  the 
two  former  Courts,  which  are  to  be  feen  at 
the  end  of  this  Memoir  together  with  their 
a&s  of acceflion  and  acceptation  f,  which  were 
at  laft  exchanged  at  Peterfburgh  the  2d  of 
May  of  the  fame  year,  iliow  the  great  difficul¬ 
ties  the  King  made  againft  a  ftipulation  which 
could  have  obliged  him  to  lend  the  others  ai- 
filtance  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  and  the  great 
modifications  which  Sweden  and  Denmark 
admitted  of  as  an  effedt  ol  their  particular  re¬ 
gard  for  that  great  Prince. 

✓ 

After  the  King  of  Prulfla’s  acceflion,  the 
F.mperor  of  Germany,  Joieph  tne  Secouu, 
probably  in  order  not  to  be  behind  with  the 
King  in  fnowing  his  attachment  to  the  Em- 
prefs,  and  in  entering  into  all  the  views  and 

fy  Items  df  bis  new  friend  Catharine  the  Se¬ 
cond,  with  whom  he  had  already  concluded 
an  alliance,  ordered  Count  Cobenzel,  then 
his  minifter  at  the  Court  of  Peterfburgh,  to 

figii 

*  N  and  O.  +  P  and 


; 


4^  SECRET  HISTORY  OF 

%a  exchange  his  acceffion  ■]*.  He  was 
followed  by  the  Courts  of  Naples  and  Lifbon; 

blit 

f  I  he  acts  of  the  German  empire  were  fgned  by  Jofeph, 
and  thole  of  Ruffia  by  Catharine ;  a  meafure  totally  differ¬ 
ing  t;om  the  general  cuflom,  which  feems  to  have  been  de~ 
\  ued  by  the  Court  ol  Vienna,  merely  in  order  to  elude  all 
Ruffia  s  pretentions  to  the  fame  degree  of  dignity,  and  to 
keep  up  that  precedency  which  all  tht  powers  of  Europe  have 
ever,  to  the  prelent  day,  granted  the  Emperor  of  the  Ro¬ 
mms,  and  which  the  Emperor  always  promifes,  at  his  elec¬ 
tion,  to  maintain  :  but  there  is  a  fngular  circumfiance  to  be 
remarked  here,  which  feems  to  have  efcaped  the  attention, 
not  of  the  empire  alone,  but  perhaps  of  all  the  European 
Cabinets,  and  proves,  that  the  iubtlety  of  the  Ruffians 
has  got  a  vifibfe  advantage  by  formal  aft s,  on  which  they 
may  in  future  found  their  pretended  equality,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  above-mentioned  device  of  the  Emperor  to  elude  it ; 
for  when  the  different  afts,  figned  by  the  two  fovereigns, 
were  to  be  exchanged  between  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Ruf- 
f  a  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Ruffian  minif  er  had  * 
double  protocol  in  readinefs,  in  which  the  miniflers  of  the 
two  imperial  Courts  attef  ed  the  act  of  exchange :  and  the 
Emperor’s  minifler,  Count  Cobenzel,  whether  by  or  without 
his  mailer’s  command,  is  not  for  us  here  to  determine.,  con- 
defeended  fo  far  as  to  f  gn  the  two  copies  alternately  with 
the  Ruffian  minifler,  according  to  the  adopted  praftice  of  e- 
qual  Coui^s® 

This 
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but  what  may  appear  to  have  fomething  cu- 

\ 

rious  in  it,  is,  that  the  latter  only  figned  its 
acceilion  after  the  peace  was  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  Courts  of  England  and  Bourbon. 

That  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  lingular  event,  and  in  order  to 
collect  all  the  official  papers  which  may  have 
any  concern  with  the  Armed  Neutrality,  we 
have  added  two  other  memoirs,  and  flatter 
ourfelves  that  they  will  not  be  thought  fuper- 
fluous  ;  the  firfl  from'  Guftavus  to  the  Em- 
prefs,  dated  Auguft  the  7th,  1782!,  in  which 
he  manifefts  an  ardent  defire  of  giving  this 
code  of  maritime  laws  a  greater  degree  of  con- 
iiftency,  and  of  extending  its  effects  beyond 
the  time  of  war :  befides  a  wifli  of  fharins: 
with  her  the  honour  of  mediator  the  fe- 
cond,  her  Maje fly’s  anfwer,  in  which  flie 

fee  ms 

This  a£t  mu  ft  appear  ftill  more  extraordinary-,  if  we  confi- 
der,  that  no  one  ever  dared  to  regifter  an  exchange  of  the 
figned  by  the  fovereigns  themfelves  ;  and  that  this  kind 
of  protocol  has  the  appearance  of  the  minifters  ratifying  what 
their  refpeetive  mailers  had  concluded. 


f  See  letter  R. 
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feems  to  indicate  no  great  defire  of  admitting 
the  King,  as  the  thought  (he  had  an  exclu- 
five  right  to  the  mediation  £, 

|  Vide  S  adfinem* 


MEMOIRS 


/ 


MEMOIRS 

AND 

OFFICIAL  PAPERS, 


RELATIVE  TO 


THE  ARMED  NEUTRALITY. 

THE  GREATER  PART  OF  THEM  NEVER 
BEFORE  PUBLISHED. 


[translated  from  the  french.] 


I 


MEMOIRS,  &c. 


(A) 


FROM  THI  COURT  OF  PETERSBURG!!  TO  THAT 

OF  MADRID. 

rr-i 

X  he  EmpreiVs  conful  at  Cadiz  had  fcarce 
time  to  acquaint  his  Court  with  the  unexpec¬ 
ted  refolution  of  that  of  Madrid,  to  carry  all 
the  neutral  veffels,  bound  for  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  into  this  port,  and  to  fell  their  cargoes 
to  the  higheft  bidder,  without  the  confent  and 
participation  either  of  the  owners,  or  of  the 
confuls  from  their  refpedtive  nations,  refiding 
there,  when  formal  complaints  were  made  by 
feveral  Ruffian  fubjedls,  on  account  of  thofe 
obftacles  which  are  thrown  in  the  way  of 
commerce  and  of  common  fecurity,  on  which 
all  trade  is  founded. 

While  fome  already  experience  the  fatal 
effects  of  fuch  meafures,  others,  juftly  alarm¬ 
ed,  fee  a  flop  put  to  their  fpeculations,  and 

F  2  themfelves 
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thcmfelves  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  aban¬ 
doning  their  wifeft  projects  which  they  had 
formed,  both  to  their  own  advantage,  and  that 
of  the  empire  of  which  they  are  fubjects.  A- 
mong  the  number  of  the  former,  we  find  the 
commercial  houfe  of  Mr  Ruitger  van  Brienen, 
Son,  and  Company,  which  had  freighted  one 
half  on  its  own  account,  and  the  other  half  on 
that  of  Mr  Hoppe  and  Co.  Amfterdam,  un¬ 
der  the  firm  of  the  latter,  the  fhip  Concordia, 
Captain  Hans  Janfen,  with  four  thoufand  bulh- 
els  of  wheat.  She  was  firft  bound  for  Lilbon  ; 
from  thence  Ihe  was  to  direft  her  courfe  to 
Barcelona,  and  afterwards  to  Marfeilles,  Gen- 
nua,  or  Leghorn,  according  as  it  would  be 
found  moll  convenient,  always  regulating 
herfelf  according  to  the  price  of  that  branch 
of  trade,  and  the  probability  of  gain,  as  has 
been  at  every  time  the  practice  of  merchants. 
Such  vTere  the  terms  of  the  contrad  made 
with  the  captain  ;  but,  before  he  had  time  to 
weigh  anchor,  he  received  orders  from  his  em¬ 
ployers,  who  had  got  notice  of  the  fcarcity  oi 
wheat  at  Barcelona,  to  dired  his  courfe  im¬ 
mediately  thither  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 

the 
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the  fliip  fet  fail  for  Barcelona,  and  continued 
her  voyage  to  the  Streights  of  Gibraltai, 
where  hie  was  flopped  by  a  Spanifh  Chcbec, 
and,  without  the  leall  attention  being  paid  ei¬ 
ther  to  her  place  of  dehination,  or  to  her  car¬ 
go,  which  belonged  indifputably  to  neutral 
owners,  carried  into  Cadiz,  where  her  cargo 
was  publicly  fold,  for  at  leaft  four  thoufand 
pefos  lefs  than  it  would  have  produced  by  the 
current  price  at  Barcelona. 


There  are  other  advices  received  of  fimilar 
infractions  made  upon  the  fecurity  of  com¬ 
merce  in  general,  and  to  the  difadvantage  of 
Ruffian  fubjeCts  in  particular but  the  detail 
of  the  whole  is  not  yet  come  to  hand. 


Her  Imperial  TYIajefty  cannot,  without  the 
greateft  furprife,  fee  the  Court  ot  Madiid  u- 
folved  to  go  inch  lengths  againft  the  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce  of  all  the  neutral  powers, 


while  the  ufage,  received  and  univerfally  re- 
fpected  in  the  greateft  heat  of  war,  has  limit¬ 
ed  fuch  a  right  only  to  fortrefles  and  hoftile 
towns  during  the  time  of  a  blockade  or  liege, 
which  is  the  cafe  with  no  ether  place  but  the 


fort 
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fort  of  Gibraltar  alone.  We  need  only  t0 
compare  thefe  principles  with  thofe  adopted 
by  the  Spanilh  Government  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  which  com 
tained  nothing  lefs  than  an  entire  liberty  and 
fecunty  of  commerce  for  all  the  neutral  na- 
nons.  Even  in  the  letter,  which,  on  the  ioth 
-  i  jiuy,  Count  Florida  Blanca  fent  by  order 
or  his  .VIoft  Catholic  Majefty  to  all  the  foreign 
minifters  re!iding  at  Madrid,  this  Court  re¬ 
serves  to  itlelf  the  power  of  examining  thofe  vef- 
fels  only  that  are  fufpeded  of  taking  the  way  of 
Gibraltar;  and  announces  a  will  to  detain  thofe 
only  who  are  found  directing  their  courfe  thi¬ 
ther,  contrary  to  the  objeft  of  the  blockade. 
Undoubtedly  no  power  has  a  right  to  demand 
any  fort  of  conceffions  or  exceptions  incom¬ 
patible  with,  the  univerfally  adopted  laws  of 
nations  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  lefs 
certain,  that  equity  and  juftice  demand  the 
fat isfacl  iod  due  to  the  fubjects  of  her  Impe  ¬ 
rial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias,  which,  by  her 
exprefs  orders,  her  minifters  are  bound  to  de-  • 
rnand.  'I  his  fatisfaction  conlifts  chiefly  ia 
the  following  points : — 
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\ ft,  That  all  neutral  veffels,  whofe  cargoes 
are  found  to  be  either  entirely,  or  in  part. 
Ruffian  property,  and  have  been  forcibly  ta¬ 
ken  and  detained  againft  their  will,  either  in 

/ 

Cadiz,  or  any  other  port  of  Spain,  be  imme¬ 
diately  releafed  to  continue  their  voyage  to¬ 
wards  the  place  of  their  deftination,  with  ex¬ 
ception  of  ports  a&ually  blocked  up,  as  is  the 
cafe  with  the  fort  of  Gibraltar. 

'idly,  That  a  due  compenfation  be  made 
for  all  the  Ioffes  and  damages  caufed  by  fuch 
violent  detentions,  feizures,  forced  fales,  and 
by  the  difference  of  the  prices  which  muff  be 
the  confequence  ;  or  by  fuch  other  arbitrary 
Heps  through  which  the  Ruffian  fubjedtshave 
lately  differed,  and  particularly,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  houfe  of  R.  van  Rrienen,  Son,  and 
Co.  ;  and  that  they  be  fpeedily  and  amply  in¬ 
demnified  :  And, 

i 

3 dly,  That  the  orders  for  carrying  all  neu¬ 
tral  veffels,  without  diftindtion,  into  Cadiz,  or 

any  where  elfe,  be  immediately  recalled, 

% 

It 
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It  is  not  neceffary  to  enumerate  here  the 
reafons  which  mull  induce  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jelly  to  redrefs  the  complaints  of  fo  many  na* 
tions,  the  reciprocal  confidence  (bona  Jides ^ 
which  conftitutes  the  bafis  of  all  commerce- 
the  public  fecurity,  without  which  no  trade 
can  fubfift  ;  and  the  evils,  which  would  be 
the  refill t  of  its  interruption,  are  too  ferious  tc 
be  overlooked  by  a  juft  and  equitable  Prince, 
or  bv  the  wifdom  of  his  Miniftry.  There  are 
other  confederations  which  concern  Ruffia  and 


Spain  in  particular,  whofe  diredt  commerce 
has  of  late  been  fettled  to  the  mutual  advan¬ 
tage  of  both  nations,  and  which  it  would  be 
very  afflidting  to  fee  ruined,  when  it  had 
fcarce  arrived  at  any  degree  of  confiftencyc 


Complaints  have  been  made  on  all  hands, 
and  very  often  by  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and 
Verfailles  againft  Great  Britain,  for  troubling 
the  liberty  of  commerce  ;  yet  the  Court  oi 
London  ever  took  care  to  content  the  neutral 
merchants  whofe  property  had  been  feized, 
conformably  to  their  own  invoices,  and  even 
by  adding  a  confiderabie  profit.  If  this  pro¬ 
ceeding 
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heeding  has  defervedly  met  with  juft  re¬ 
proaches,  how  much  more  furpriftng  mud  not 
the  principles,  actually  adopted  by  Spain,  ap¬ 
pear  to  the  eyes  of  all  nations  ? 

Her  Imperial  Majefty  has  already  given 
too  many  proofs  of  tier  fincerity,  candour, 
and  impartiality,  not  to  expecft,  with  good 
grounds,  to  meet  with  the  fame  fentiments  iri 
his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  and  now,  from  his 
friendfhip  and  equity,  ftie  looks  for  the  juft 
fatisfaftion  due  to  her  fubjects,  whofe  intereft 
and  advantage  fhe  has  particularly  in  view. 

Given  at  St  Peterftuirgh  the  24th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  17800 


G 


NOTE 


Note  for  M»  de  Normattdes ,  Charge  Be  Affaires  of  his 

> 

Catholic  JMajefy . 


already  known  to  the  Court  of  Madrid, 

by  the  note  which  was  lately  remitted  to  it, 

<* 

with  how  little  regard  the  property  of  a  Ruf¬ 
fian  fubjed,  on  board  of  a  Dutch  veflel,  call¬ 
ed  the  Concordia,  Captain  Hans  Janfen,  bound 
from  Archangel  to  Barcelona,  has  been  dif- 
pofed  of.  If  this  fiep,  entirely  contrary  to 
the  general  law  of  nations,  and  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  adopted  between  trading  and  friendly  na¬ 
tions,  could  not  but  hurt  her  Imperial  Maje- 
fty,  file  mull  neceffarily  have  been  affected  at 
the  account  which  the  Ruffian  conful  at  C a- 
diz  gives  of  the  proceedings  againftthe  St  1NI- 
colas,  a  Ruffian  merchant-fhip,  Captain  John 
Landfchoff,  belonging  to  James  ChadimirofF- 
iky,  merchant  at  Peterffiurgh.  This  fhip,  la¬ 
den  with  942.facks  of  wheat,  on  the  account 
of  the  faid  merchant,  for  Malaga  and  Leg¬ 
horn,  and  whole  cargo,  in  return,  was  to  con- 


fill 
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fift  of  Spaniffi  wines,  has  been  taken  by 
"Don  Arthur  Moreno,  and  carried  into  Ca¬ 
diz,  where  the  captain’s  papers  were  feized, 
and,  without  the  leaf!  notice  given  to  the 
Ruffian  conful,  lettied  at  Cadiz  ;  or,  with¬ 
out  leave  to  the  captain  to  fay  any  thing 
in  his  own  behalf,  the  whole  was  put  up 
to  fale  ;  and  even  the  flag  was  not  nam¬ 
ed  in  the  advertileinent  of  the  fale,  as  is  u- 
fual  with  regard  to  other  nations. 

The  lefsthe  Imperial  Court  of  Ruffia  could 
expert  a  ftep  fo  di (regardful  of  its  neutrality 
and  the  free  commerce  of  its  fubjects,  the  more 
it  fees  itfelf  obliged  to  make  its  juft  complaints 
to  the  Court  of  Madrid,  of  the  irregular  and 
arbitrary  conduct  of  its  officers.  The  Mini- 
ftry  of  Ruffia,  by  exprefs  and  pofitive  order 
of  her  Imperial  Majeftv,  haftens  to  invite  the 
Charge  cV  Affaires  to  bring  thefe  complaints 
before  his  Court ;  and  adds  the  formal  requi- 
fition,  that  an  entire  reftitution  he  made  of 
the  value  of  the  property  belonging  to  her  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty’s  fuhjeds,  and  a  full  indemni¬ 
fication  given  for  the  Ioffes  to  which  they  may 

G  2  have 
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have  been  expofed,  or  which  they  may  have  in 
future  to  villain.  In  order  to  fulfil  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  their  fovereign,  the  Miniftry,  more- 
over,  demands,  that  every  Ruffian  veffel,  de¬ 
tained  in  fuch  an  illegal  manner,  be  imme- 
diately  allowed  to  proiecute  its  voyage  to  the 
place  of  its  dedication  ;  and  that  exprefs  or¬ 
ders  be  given  to  every  Spanifh  ffiip  of  war,  or 
privateer,  not  to  trouble  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  Ruffia,  but  to  pay  every  regard 
due  to  her  flag  and  neutrality. 

The  Emprefs  has  too  great  an  opinion  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty’s  way  of  thinking,  and 
of  his  fentiments  on  the  reciprocal  duties  of 
fovereigns,  on  their  dignity,  the  welfare  of 
their  iubjecls,  and  their  obligations  thence  a- 
rifing,  not  to  be  perfuaded  that  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  cannot  fail  of  being  redrelfed,  as  foon 
as  they  will  have  been  laid  before  the  King  ; 
and  that  a  prompt  and  public  fatisfaction  will 
remove  all  fubject  of  complaint,  by  reftoring 
that  confidence  and  fecurity  on  which  the  vi¬ 
gour  and  adivity  of  all  commerce  between 
nations  depends. 
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%he  Emprefs  cf  RuJJlas  firjl  Declaration  to  the  Bellige¬ 
rent  Powers ,  for  fettling  the  Neutral  Principles  for  the 
Liberty  cf  Commerce  ;  Feb.  1780. 


r 


JL  he  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  has  mani- 

< 

felled  her  fentiments  of  juftice,  equity,  and 
moderation,  and  has  given  fucli  evident  proofs, 
during  the  war  which  Ihe  had  to  carry  on 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of  her  regard  for  the 
rights  and  laws  of  neutrality,  and  of  the  liber- 

f  1 ,  1 

ty  of  general  commerce,  that  fhe  can  refer  to 
all  Europe  fer  its  teftimony. 


This  condudt,  together  with  the  principles 
of  impartiality  which  fixe  has  manifefted  du¬ 
ring  the  prefent  war,  could  not  but  inftire 
her  with  a  juft  confidence,  that  her  fub i eels 
would  peaceably  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
duftry,  with  the  advantages  due  to  every  neu- 
tral  nation  ;  but  experience  has  proved  the 
contrary.  Neither  thefe  conilderations,  nor 
a  regard  for  what  the  law  of  nations  preferibes. 


1  I 


could 
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could  prevent  her  Imperial  Majefty’s  fubje&s 
from  being  molefted  in  their  navigation,  and 
flopped  in  their  operations,  by  the  belligerent 
powers. 

These  obflrudions  to  the  liberty  of  com¬ 
merce  in  general,  and  that  of  Ruffia  in  parti¬ 
cular,  are  of  inch  a  nature  as  to  excite  tire 
attention  of  all  the  neutral  powers ;  and  the 
Emprefs  fees  herfelf  obliged  to  life  all-  fuch 
means  far  removing  them,  which  {hall  be 
found  compatible  with  her  dignity  and  the 
welfare  of  her  {objects  :  but,  before  putting 
them  in  execution,  with  a  fincere  intention  of 
preventing  all  further  attacks,  (he  thinks  it. 
"but  juft  to  lay  before  the  eyes  of  Europe  the 
principles  .(he  intends  to  follow,  by  which  all 
mifunderflanding,  and  every  occaiion  thereof 
may  be  avoided.  She  does  this  with  the 
greater  confidence,  as  lire  finds  thofe  princi¬ 
ples  founded  on  the  primitive  law  of  nations, 
which  every  one  may  have  recourfe  to,  and 
which  the  belligerent  powers  cannot  invali¬ 
date  without  violating  the  laws  of  neutrality, 
and  difa vowing  maxims  which  they  them- 

felvea 
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felves  have  exprefsly  adopted  in  dill erent  trea¬ 
ties  and  public  engagements. 


They  confift  in  the  following  points  : — 


]/?,  That  the  neutral  veffels  may  navigate 
at  full  liberty  from  port  to  port,  and  on  the 
coafls  of  the  nations  at  war. 

'idly,  That  all  effects  belonging  to  the  fub- 
jefts  of  the  faid nations  at  war.be  free  onboard 
the  neutral  veffels — prohibited  goods  excep¬ 
ted. 

idly.  That  as  to  the  determining  of  the 
latter,  her  Majefty  refers  to  the  icth  and  i  ith 
articles  of  her  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Britain,  extending  thefe  obligations  to  all  the 
belligerent  powers. 

4 thly,  That,  in  order  to  afeertainthe  mean¬ 
ing  of  a  blocked  harbour,  this  denomination 
is  not  to  be  granted  but  to  fuch  a  place, 

where,  through  the  difpofition  of  the  power 

that 
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that  attacks  it  with  flaps  of  war,  near  enough 
ftationed,  it  is  evidently  dangerous  to  enter. 

5 thly,  That  thefe  principles  fhall  ferve  as 
rules  in  all  proceedings  and  decifions  on  the 
legality  of  prizes.  While  her  Imperial  Maje- 
Ity  makes  them  known,  flie  does  not  helitate 
to  declare,  that,  in  order  to  maintain  and  pro¬ 
tect  the  honour  ot  her  flag,  the  fecurity  of 
commerce,  and  the  navigation  of  her  fubjects, 
againft  every  attack,  Ihe  has  given  orders  for  the 
equipment  of  a  confiderable  part  of  her  ma¬ 
rine.  This  meafure,  however,  will  not  have 

the  leaf!  influence,  in  any  refpect,  on  the 

/ 

ftricl  and  rigorous  neutrality  which  flie  has  fo 
exactly  obferved,  and  which  Ihe  ever  will 
obierve,  as  long  as  flie  is  not  provoked  and  for¬ 
ced  out  ot  the  limits  of  moderation  and  per¬ 
fect  impartiality  ;  and  it  is  only  in  this  extre¬ 
mity  that  her  fleet  will  be  ordered  to  direct  its 
courfe  wherever  honour,  intereft,  and  necef- 
iity  demand  it. 

While  the  Emprefs  gives  this  formal  af- 
furance,  with  that  candour  proper  to  her  cha¬ 
racter, 


/ 
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fader,  fhe  cannot  but  exped  that  the  bellige¬ 
rent  powers,  penetrated  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  of  juftice  and  equity  with  which  flie  is 
animated,  will  contribute  towards  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  her  falutary  views,  which  tend 
fo  manifeftly  to  the  good  of  all  nations,  and  to 
the  advantage  even  of  thofe  at  war  ;  and  that 
confequently  they  will  provide  their  admiral¬ 
ties  and  commanding  officers  with  correfpon- 
ding  inftrudions,  conform  to  the  above- 
mentioned  principles,  which  have  been  drawn 
from  the  primitive  code  of  nations,  and  ib 
often  adopted  in  their  conventions. 


H 
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(B) 

Maritime  Convention  for  the  Support  of  free  Neutral  Na¬ 
vigation,  concluded  between  her  Imperial  Majefy  and 
his  Majefy  the  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  at  Co¬ 
penhagen,  the  28 th  of  June-gth  of  July,  1780. 

jThe  prefent  naval  war,  which  has  broke 
out  between  Great  Britain  on  one  fide,  and 
France  and  Spain  on  the  other,  having  been 
of  great  prejudice  to  the  commerce  and  navi¬ 
gation  of  neutral  nations,  her  Imperial  Maje¬ 
sty  of  all  the  Raffias,  and  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Denmark  and  Norway,  always  attentive  to 
reconcile  their  dignity,  and  their  care  for  the 
fecurity  and  the  happinefs  of  their  fubjeds, 
with  the  regard  which  they  have  fo  often 
fliown  for  the  rights  of  nations  in  general, 
have  found  themfelves  under  the  neceffity  of 
regulating  their  condud,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  according  to  thefe  fentiments. 


Her 
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Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias 
has  avowed,  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  by 
means  of  her  declaration,  dated  February  the 
28th,  1780,  and  lent  to  the  powers  at  war,  the 
principles  founded  in  the  primitive  law  of  na¬ 
tions,  which  the  recurs  to,  and  which  die  has 
adopted  as  a  rule  for  her  conduct  during  the 
prefent  war.  This  care  of  her  Majefty  to 
watch  over  and  fupport  the  common  rights  of 
nations,  having  been  approved  of  by  all  the 
neutral  powers,  has  united  them  in  a  caule 
which  concerns  the  defence  of  their  deareft 
interefts,  and  has  led  them  to  apply  ferioufly 
to  an  objecft  of  fo  much  benefit  for  the  time 
prefent  and  to  come,  fo  as  to  diow  them  the 
importance  of  forming  and  uniting  in  a  per¬ 
manent  and  immoveable  fyftem,  the  rights, 
prerogatives,  limits,  and  obligations  of  neutra¬ 
lity.  His  Majefty,  the  King  of  Denmark  and 
Norway,  guided  by  the  fame  principles,  has 
equally  adopted  and  recurred  to  them  in  his 
declaration  which  he  fent,  the  8th  of  July 
1780,  to  the  three  belligerent  powers,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  that  of  Ruflia  ;  and,  for  the  fup¬ 
port  of  thefe  principles,  his  Danidi  Majefty 

H  2  has 
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lias  even  ordered  the  equipment  of  part  of  his 
fleet.  From  thence  arofe  that  concord  and 
unanimity  with  which  her  Imperial  Majefty 
of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Denmark  and  Norway,  in  confequence  of 
their  friendlhip  and  mutual  confidence,  as 
well  as  of  the  conformity  of  their  fubjefts  in- 
terefts,  have  thought  fit  to  fandfion,  by  the 
means  of  a  formal  convention,  the  mutual 
engagements  which  are  to  be  taken  for  this 
effect.  Their  faid  Majefties  have  chofen  and 
named  for  their  plenipotentiaries,  as  follows  : 
Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias,  M. 
Charles  d’Often,  called  Sack  en ,  actual  Conn- 
fellor  of  State,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St 
Anne,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  of  her  faid  Majefty  at  the 
Court  of  Denmark,  etc.  ;  and  his  Majefty  the 
King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  Otto  Count 
de  Thott,  Privy  Counfellor  of  his  Council, 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Elephant,  ere.  ; 
M.  Joachim  Otto  de  Schack-Rathlou,  Privy 
Counfellor  of  his  Majefty’s  Council,  Knight 
of  the  Order  of  the  Elephant,  t£c.  ;  M.  John 
Henry  d’  Eickftedt,  Privy  Counfellor  of  his 

Council, 
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Council,  Governor  of  his  Royal  Highncfs  the 
Prince  Royal,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  E- 
lephant,  13c.  ;  and  Andrew  Peter  Count  de 
BernilorfF,  Privy  Counfellor  of  his  Council, 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  department  of  fo¬ 
reign  affairs,  Director  of  the  German  Chance- 
ry,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Elephant,  YY. 
— who  after  having  exchanged  their  full 
'  powers,  which  were  found  in  good  and  due 
form,  have  agreed  on  and  concluded  the  fol¬ 
lowing  articles ; — - 

\ 

Article  I. 

Their,  laid  Majefties,  being  fincerely  refolv- 
ed  to  keep  up  conftantly  the  moft  perfect 
friendlhip  and  harmony  with  the  powers  ac¬ 
tually  at  war,  and  to  obferve  further  the  mod 
ftridt  and  exact  neutrality,  declare  their  inten- 
tions  of  executing,  in  the  mod  rigorous  man¬ 
ner,  all  their  prohibitions  which  concern  their 
fubjecds  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade,  with 

4 

any  of  the  powers  atready  at  war,  or  which 
rna y?  in  future,  be  engaged  in  it. 


Art ict  k 
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Article  II, 

In  order  to  avoid  all  equivocation  or  mif- 
underftanding  on  thofe  merchandifes  which 
come  under  the  name  of  contraband,  her  im¬ 
perial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  de¬ 
clare,  that  no  other  (hall  be  acknowledged  but 
luch  as  are  comprehended  under  that  denomi¬ 
nation  in  the  treaties  fu Milling  between  their 
laid  Maj cities  and  one  or  the  other  of  the 
belligerent  powers  ;  her  Imperial  Majefty  re¬ 
ferring  in  particular,  on  this  account,  to  the 

r 

i oth  and  nth  articles  of  her  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  with  Great  Britain  :  And  ihe  extends 
the  obligations  thereof,  which  are  entirely 
founded  in  the  law  of  nature,  to  the  Crowns 
of  France  and  Spain,  who  have  hitherto  not 
been  allied  with  her  empire,  by  any  formal 
engagement  merely  relative  to  commerce, — 

His  Majefty  the  King  of  Denmark  and  Nor- 

/ 

wray?  on  his  fide,  refers,  alfo  efpecially  to  the 
3d  article  of  his  commercial  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  and  to  the  26th  and  27th  articles  of 

his 
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his  treaty  of  commerce  with  France,  and 
extends  the  obligations  of  the  latter  to  Spain, 
as  having  no  decillve  engagements  with  that 
crown  on  this  point. 


Article  III. 

1  he  contraband  goods  being  thus  deter¬ 
mined  and  excluded  from  the  commerce  of 
neutral  nations,  conform  to  the  treaties^ 
and  expreis  ftipulations  fubfilting  between  the 

high  contracting  parties  and  the  powers  at 
war,  and  particularly  by  virtue  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce  concluded  between  Ruffia  and 
Great  Britain,  the  10th  of  June  1766; 
the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  between 
Denmark  and  Great  Britain  the  nth  of  July 
1670,  and  of  that  concluded  between  Den¬ 
mark  and  I  ranee  the  23d  of  Auguft  1772  ; 
her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  Ruffias,  and  his 
Majefty  the  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway, 
underftand  and  will  have  every  other  kind  of 
traffic  to  be  and  remain  perfettly  free.  Their 
Majefties,  after  having  already  relied  their 
claim  in  their  declarations  fent  to  the  bellige¬ 
rent 
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rent  powers  on  the  general  principles  of  na* 
tural  law,  of  which  the  liberty  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  together  with  the  rights  of 
neutral  nations,  are  a  diredt  confequence,  are 
refolved  not  to  leave  them  any  longer  to  an 
arbitrary  interpretation,  fuggefted  by  private 
and  momentary  interefts  ^  and  for  this  reafon 
they  have  agreed, 

,  i/?,  That  every  veflel  may  fail  at  full  li¬ 

berty  from  port  to  port,  and  on  the  coafts  of 
the  nations  at  war, 

'idly,  That  all  the  effe<5ts  belonging  to  the 
fa bj eels  of  the  faid  powers  at  war,  on  board 
neutral  veffels,  be  free,  the  articles  of  contra¬ 
band  excepted. 

3 dly.  That  in  order  to  determine  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  a  blocked  harbour,  this  denomination 
be  not  granted  to  any  other  place,  but  to  thofe 
whofe  entrance  is  rendered  evidently  danger¬ 
ous  on  account  of  flips  ftationed  off  them  at 
a  convenient  diftance,  by  order  of  the  attack¬ 
ing  power, 

4  thly. 
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*  4 thly9  That  neutral  veffels  cannot  be  flop¬ 
ped  without  a  juft  caufe  and  evident  facts  ; 
that  they  mult  be  judged  without  delay  ;  that 
their  procefs  be  always  uniform,  prompt,  and 
legal  ;  and  that  every  time,  befides  the  in¬ 
demnification  which  is  to  be  made  to  thofe 
who  have  incurred  any  Ioffes  without  their 
fault,  a  complete  fatisfa&ion  be  given  for  the 
infult  offered  to  the  flags  of  their  Majeflies. 


Article  IV* 

For  the  better  protecting  the  mutual  trade 
of  their  fubjedts,  founded  on  the  principles  a~ 
bove  fettled,  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  Ruf- 
fias,  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Denmark 
and  Norway,  have  thought  fit  to  equip  feve- 

I 

rally  fome  men  of  war,  with  a  proportionate 
number  of  frigates,  the  fquadrons  of  either 
power  being  to  take  their  ftation,  and  to  be 
employed  as  convoys  where  commerce  and 
navigation  require,  conform  to  the  nature  and 
quality  of  the  trade  of  each  nation. 
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v  Article  V. 

If,  however,  any  merchant  fhips  of  either 
power  fhould  happen  to  be  in  a  place  where 
none  of  the  ffiips  of  war  belonging  to  the  fame 
nation  are  ftationed,  and  where  it  would  be 
out  of  their  power  to  have  recourfe  to  their 
own  convoys,  then  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  men  of  war  belonging  to  the  other  poiver, 
if  required,  is  to  lend  them,  in  the  beft  and 
fincereft  manner,  every  affiftance  they  may 
ftand  in  need  of  ;  and,  in  fuch  cafe,  the  men 
of  war  and  frigates  of  one  of  the  powers  is  to 
ferve  as  a  fupport  of  the  merchant-fhips  of  the 
other,  provided  the  party  claiming  aid  has 
been  carrying  on  no  unlawful  trade,  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  neutrality. 

Article  VI. 

This  convention  is  to  have  no  retroactive 
effed,  and  confequently  no  part  is  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  in  the  differences  wdiich  have  arifen  be¬ 
fore  its  conclufion,  excepting  in  cafe  of  con¬ 
tinued  acts  of  violence,  tending  to  eftablilh  a 

fyftem 
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/  1 

(  ...  '  .  ’ 

fyftem  oppreffive  for  all  neutral  nations  of  Eu¬ 
rope  in  general. 

Article  VII. 

^  / 

If,  notwith {landing  the  mod  attentive  and 
moft  friendly  cares  of  the  two  powers,  and 
notwithftanding  their  oblerving  the  molt  per- 
fed  neutrality,  any  of  the  merchant- fhips  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fubjeds  of  her  Imperial  Maje- 
fty  of  all  Ruflias,  or  his  Majefty  the  King  of 
Denmark  and  Norway,  fhould  happen  to  be 
intuited,  pillaged,  or  taken  by  the  men  of 
war  or  privateers  of  one  or  the  other  power  at 
war,  then  the  minifter  of  the  injured  party  at 
the  Court  whole  fhips  or  privateers  have  com¬ 
mitted  fuch  ads  of  violence,  fliall  remonftratc 

i 

againft  them,  claim  the  merchant-fiiip  taken, 
and  iiiiifl  on  a  proper  indemnification,  never 
lofing  fight  of  a  reparation  for  the  infult  of¬ 
fered  the  flag.  The  minifter  of  the  other 
contrading  party  fnall  join  him,  and  fupport 
his  claim  with  energy,  and  in  the  moft  effica¬ 
cious  manner;  and  thus  every  thing  fliall  be 
tranfaded  jointly,  and  with  a  perfed  accord. 

I  2  But 
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But  if,  on  fuch  complaints  being  made,  juf- 
tice  fhould  be  refufed,  or  deferred  from  time 
to  time,  then  their  Majeities  fliall  ufe  repri- 
fals  againft  the  power  that  refufes  it,  and  they 
fliall  immediately  concert  the  mod  efficacious 
meafures  for  making  fuch  juft  reprifals. 

# 

\ ' 

Article  VIII. 

Should  either  of  the  two  powers,  or  both 
together,  happen  to  be  troubled  or  attacked 
on  account  of,  and  out  of  hatred  to  the  pre- 
fent  convention,  or  for  whatever  other  reafon 
that  may  have  any  connection  with  it,  the 
two  Courts  have,  in  the  fame  manner,  agreed 
to  confider  it  as  a  common  caufe,  and  to  de¬ 
fend  themfelves  mutually,  and  to  labour  and 
■ad  in  concert,  in  order  to  procure  themfelves 

V 

a  full  and  entire  fatisfa&ion,  both  for  the  in- 
fult  done  to  their  flag,  and  for  the  lofles  fuf- 
tained  by  their  fubjeCts. 


t 
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Article  IX. 

This  convention  being  concluded  and  a- 
greed  on  for  the  time  the  prefent  war  fhalj 
lad,  fhall  ferve  as  a  balls  to  future  engage¬ 
ments  which  circumftances  may  render  ne- 
cefiary,  or  on  account  of  new  naval  wars 
which  Europe  may  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
troubled  with.  Thefe  ftipulations  fhall  fur¬ 
ther  be  confidered  as  permanent,  and  fhall 
decide  in  matters  of  commerce  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  and,  in  fhort,  in  every  cafe  where  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations  are  to  be  determined.. 

Article  X. 

The  chief  end  and  object  of  this  conven¬ 
tion  being  to  eftablilli  the  general  liberty  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  of  all  Ruflias,  and  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Denmark  and  Norway,  agree  and  engage 
themfelves  before-hand,  to  confent  that  other 
powers  equally  neutral  may  accede,  and  that, 
by  adopting  the  principles,  they  may  partake 
both  of  the  obligations  and  advantages. 

Article 
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Article  XL 

In  order  to  prevent  the  powers  at  war  from 
pretending  ignorance  relative  to  the  arrange¬ 
ments  which  have  taken  place  between  their 
faid  Majefties,  the  two  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties  fliall  communicate  in  a  friendly  manner 
to  the  belligerent  powers  the  meafures  they 
have  concerted  between  themfelves,  and 
which  have  the  lefs  hoftile  tendency,  as  they 
are  to  the  disadvantage  oi  no  other  power,  and 
have  no  other  object  whatever  but  to  fecure 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  fubjects. 


Article  XIL 

The  prefent  convention  fliall  be  ratified  by 
the  two  contracting  parties,  raid  the  ratifica¬ 
tions,  in  good  and  due  form,  exchanged  with¬ 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  to  begin  from  the 
day  it  was  figned,  or  fooner,  if  poffible ;  in 
faitn  of  which,  we,  the  underwritten,  have, 

by 
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by  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  figned  and  put 
our  feals  to  it. 

Done  at  Copenhagen  the  9th  day  of  the 
month  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1780. 

Charles  (V  Often,  0 .  ‘Ihott, 

called  Sacken ,  (L.  S.) 


(L.  S.) 


H.  Eickjledt , 
(L.  S.) 


J.  Schack  Rathlou , 
(L.  S.) 


/\  Count  Bernjlorff, 
(L.  S.) 


The  ratifications  of  this  convention  were 
exchanged  at  Copenhagen  the  5th-ioth  Sep¬ 
tember  1780,  by  the  fame  plenipotentiaries 
who  had  figned  it. 

And  as  here  at  St  Peterfburgh,  on  the  21ft 
of  July  la  ft,  the  xninifters  authorifed  to  that 

purpofe, 


/ 
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Jpurpofe,  viz.  on  the  part  of  her  Imperial  Ma* 
jefty,  Nikita  Count  Panin,  her  actual  privy 
counfellor,  fen  a  tor,  actual  chamberlain  and 
knight  of  the  orders  of  St  Andrew,  St  Alexan¬ 
der  Newfky,  and  St  Anne  ;  and  John  Count 
Olterman,  her  vice-chancellor*  privy  counfel¬ 
lor,  and  knight  of  St  Alexander  Newfky  and 
St  Anne  :  and,  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  the 
king  of  Sweden,  Frederic  Baron  Nolken,  his 
Majefty’s  envoy  extraordinary  at  the  Court  of 
her  Imperial  Majefty,  chamberlain  and  com¬ 
mander  of  the  order  of  the  Polar  Star,  knight 
of  the  order  of  the  Sword  and  of  St  John— 
have  figned  and  exchanged  the  ratifications  of 
another  convention  of  the  fame  form,  and 
couched  in  the  fame  terms,  word  for  word, 
with  that  of  Copenhagen,  the  ad  article  ex¬ 
cepted,  where,  on  account  of  a  fimilar  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  nature  of  contraband  goods  in 
general,  it  was  found  neceffarv  to  refer  to  the 
treaties  fuhfifting  between  the  Crown  of  Swe¬ 
den  and  the  other  powers ;  for  this  reafon,  and 
in  order  to  avoid  repeating  what  has  already 
been  faid,  it  has  been  thought  fufficient  to  in¬ 
sert  the  fecond  article  here  verbatim.  It  is 

Hill 


THE  ARMED  NEUTRALITY. 


ftill  to  be  obferved,  that  the  two  Kings,  by 
uniting  themfelves  with  the  Emprefs,  have 
mutually  acceded,  through  the  means  of  adds 
ligned  by  themfelves,  as  principal  contract¬ 
ing  parties,  to  the  above-mentioned  conven¬ 
tions,  concluded  between  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  and  their  faid  Majefties  ;  which  ads  have 
been  exchanged  here  by  her  Majefty’s  mini¬ 
ster. 


v 
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J’he  Second  Article  of  the  Convention  of  St  Peterjburgh 9 
concluded  between  her  Imperial  Majefty  and  his  Maje - 
fy  the  King  of  Sweden,  figned  July  the  2  if,  1780. 


An  order  to  avoid  every  equivocation  and  all 
miiunderftanding  on  the  qualification  of  pro¬ 
hibited  goods,  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all 
Ruftias,  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sweden, 
declare  to  acknowledge  but  fuch  as  are  com¬ 
piled  under  that  denomination  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  treaties  fubfifting  between  their  faid  Ma- 
jefties  and  the  one  or  other  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  Her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  Ruftias, 
in  that  regard  referring  particularly  to  the 
10th  and  nth  articles  of  her  treaty  of  com- 
merce  with  Great  Britain,  the  obligations  of 
which,  entirely  founded  on  the  law  of  na¬ 
ture,  ihe  extends  to  the  Crowns  of  France  and 
Spain,  which  have  hitherto  never  been  allied 
with  her  empire  by  any  formal  treaty  merely 
relating  to  commerce.  His  Majefty  the  King 
of  Sweden,  on  his  fide,  refers  alfo  in  particu¬ 
lar  to  the  nth  article  of  his  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  with  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  tenor  of 

the 
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the  preliminary  treaty  of  commerce  concluded 
between  the  two  Crpwns  oi  Sweden  and 
France  in  1741  ;  and  although,  in  the  latter, 
the  definition  of  contraband  goods  be  not  fpe- 
cifically  explained,  yet,  as  the  two  Crowns 
have  ftipulated  to  confider  themfelves  reci¬ 
procally  as  the  molt  favoured  nation  ;  and, 
moreover,  Sweden  has  therein  referved  for 
itfelf  the  fame  advantages,  which,  through  an 
ancient  right,  the  Iianfeatic  towns  enjoy 
in  France,  and  which  have  been  folernn- 
ly  confirmed  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht, 
the  King  has  nothing  more  to  add.  With  re¬ 
gard  to  Spain,  the  King  fees  himfelf  in  the 
fame  cafe  with  the  Emprefs,  and,  after  her 
example,  he  extends  to  the  faid  Crown  all  the 
obligations  of  the  above-mentioned  treaties, 
entirely  founded  in  the  law  of  nature. 


Copy 


I 
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(E) 

Copy  of  the  Declaration  in  which  his  Majefly  the  King  of 
Sweden  accedes  to  the  Convention  concluded  between  her 
Majefly  the  Emprefs  cf  all  Ruffias ,  and  his  Majefly 
the  King  of  Denmark ,  and fgned  at  Copenhagen  the  <yth 
cf  July,  N.  S.  1 7  80. 

vV  E,  Guftavus,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King 
of  Sweden,  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  &c* 
&c.  &c.  Heir  of  Norway,  Duke  of  Slefwic- 
Holftein,  of  Stonnari  and  Ditmarfen,  Count 
of  Oldenburg  and  Delmenhorft,  &c.  &c, 
make  known,  That  having  been  invited  to  ac¬ 
cede,  as  principal  contracting  party,  to  the 
convention  concluded  and  ratified^  the  9th  of 
July  of  the  prefent  year,  at  Copenhagen,  be¬ 
tween  her  Majefly  the  Emprefs  of  all  Ruffias, 
and  his  Majefly  the  King  of  Denmark,  per¬ 
fectly  refembling  the  convention  concluded 
between  her  faid  Imperial  Majefly  of  all  Ruf- 
iias,  figned  at  St  Peterfburgh  the  21A  of  Ju¬ 
ly- 1  ft  of  Auguft,  of  the  prefent  year,  and  rati¬ 
fied  by  us  the  9th  of  September  following,  we 

certify 
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certify  formally,  by  this  prefent  declaration, 
that  having  equally  at  heart  the  maintenance 
of  the  general  liberty  of  neutral  commerce 
and  navigation,  and  being  animated  in  this 
refpect  with  the  fame  fentiments  as  their  laid 
Majefties  are,  we  accede  in  the  bell  form,  as 
principal  contracting  party,  to  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  convention ;  and  we  engage  for  us,  and 
our  fucceflors,  in  all  the  ftipulations  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  claufes  and  feparate  articles  which 
have  been  added  thereto,  and  to  which  we 
equally  accede  in  all  their  form  and  tenor- 
We  expert  that  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all 
Ruffias,  and  his  Majelty  the  King  of  Den- 
mark,  iliall  likewife  declare,  by  means  of  a 
formal  act,  their  having  received  and  accep¬ 
ted  this  our  declaration,  and  their  acknow¬ 
ledging  us  as  a  principal  contracting  party 
with  regard  to  the  faid  convention  ;  and  fince 
his  Majelty  the  King  of  Denmark,  after  being 
previoufly  invited,  has  alfo  acceded  in  the. 
fame  manner,  and  in  the  fame  feme,  to  the 
convention,  entirely  conform  to  that  conclu¬ 
ded  between  us  and  her  Imperial  Majefty  of 
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all  Ruffias,  and  figned  at  Peterffiurgh  the  21ft 
July- ill  of  Auguft,  of  the  prefent  year,  we  de¬ 
clare  folemnly  that  we  accept  his  acceffion, 
and  that  we  acknowledge  his  Danifh  Majefty 
as  principal  contrafling  party  of  this  conven¬ 
tion,  and  of  the  fix  feparate  articles  which 
liave  been  added  to  it.  In  faith  of  which  we 
have  figned  the  prefent  act  of  acceffion  witli 
our  own  hand,  and  lealed  it  with  our  Royal 
feal. 

Done  and  given  at  Spa  the  9th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1780. 

(Signed)  Gustave. 

\ 

U,  G,  Franc., 


Copy 


\ 
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(F) 

Copy  of  the  Declaration  by  which  his  Danij/J  Majejly  ac¬ 
cedes  to  the  Convention  concluded  between  her  Majejly 
the  Emprefs  of  all  Rujfias,  and  his  Majejly  the  King  J 
Sweden,  and  ftgned  at  PeterJburgh  the  2\Jl  of  July -  ifi 
oj  AuguJly  1 7  Bo. 

(Christian  the  Seventh,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  King  of  Denmark,  Norway,  the  Van¬ 
dals  and  Goths,  Duke  of  Slefwic-Holftein,  > 
Stormarn,  the  Dithmarfes  and  Oldenburg, 
&c.  &c.  make  known,  That  having  been  in¬ 
vited  to  accede,  as  a  principal  contracting 
party,  to  the  convention  concluded  and  rati¬ 
fied  the  2 1 ft  of  July- 1 ft  of  Auguft,  1780,  at 
St  Peterfburgh,  between  her  Majefty  the  Em¬ 
prefs  of  all  Raffias,  and  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Sweden,  perfectly  correfponding  with  the 
convention  concluded  between  us  and  her  faid 
Imperial  Majefty,  and  ftgned  at  Copenhagen 
the  9th  of  July  1780,  we  certify  formally,  by 
this  declaration,  that  having  equally  at  heart 
the  maintenance  of  the  general  liberty  of  neu¬ 
tral 


SS  MEMOIRS,  &C.  RELATIVE  TO 

\.  / 

tral  navigation  and  trade,  and  being,  in  this 
refped,  animated  with  the  fame  fentiments  as 
their  faid  Majefties  are,  we  accede  in  the  beft 
form,  as  a  contracting  party,  to  the  afore¬ 
said  convention  ;  and  vve  engage  for  ourfelves, 
and  for  our  fucceffors,  to  all  the  ftipulations 
contained  in  its  claufes  and  articles,  as  well  as 
?n  the  fix  feparate  articles  which  are  annexed 
to  it,  and  to  which  we  equally  accede  in  all 
their  form  and  tenor.  Wc  expect  that  her 
Imperial  Majefty  of  all  Ruffias,  and  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  tliall  likewife  de¬ 
clare,  in  a  formal  ad,  their  having  received 
and  accepted  their  own  declaration,  and  that 
they  fli all  acknowledge  us  as  a  principal  con- 
trading  party  with  regard  to  the  faid  conven¬ 
tion  :  and  as  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Sweden,- 
after  having  been  invited,  has  alfo  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  in  the  fame  fenfe,  acceded  to 
the  convention  entirely  correfponding  with 
that  concluded  between  us  and  her  Majefty 
the  Emprefs  of  all  Ruffias,  and  figned  at  Co¬ 
penhagen  the  9th  of  July  1780,  we  folemnly 
declare  that  we  accept  his  acceffion,  and  that 
we  acknowledge  his  Swedifli  Majefty  as  one 

6f 


/ 


\ 


THE  ARMED  NEUTRALITY.  89 


of  the  principal  contra&ing  parties  of  this  con¬ 
vention,  and  of  the  fix  feparate  articles  an¬ 
nexed  to  it.  In  faith  of  which,  we  have  fign- 
ed  the  prefentadt  of  acceffion  and  acceptation 
with  our  own  hand,  and  fealed  it  with  the 
great  feal  of  our  Crown. 


Done  and  given  in  our  cafile  of  Fredenf- 
burg,  the  7th  day  of  the  month  of  Ju¬ 
ly,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  eighty,  and  the 
fifteenth  of  our  reign. 


Christian  Rex . 
A.  V.  Bernjlorff. 


\ . 
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(G) 

Copy  of  the  ProjeEl  of  a  Declaration  to  be  fent  by  the  King 

to  the  belligerent  Powers ,  which  was  approved  of  and 
dif patched  by  his  JVLajefy  the  King  of  Sweden  to  the 
Courts  of  V erfaillesy  London ,  and  Madrid ,  from  Aix 
la  Chapelky  the  24th  of  July  1780. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  the 
King  has  ever  taken  care  to  make  his  fenti- 
ments  known  to  all  Europe  :  He  has  prefcri- 
bed  to  himfelf  the  law  of  a  perfedt  neutrality. 
He  has  fulfilled  its  duties  with  a  fcrupulous 
exadlnefs,  and  confequently  expected  to  en¬ 
joy  the  rights  attached  to  the  quality  of  an 
abfolute  neutral  fovereign  :  But,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  his  trading  fubjedts  have  been 
obliged  to  implore  his  protedtion,  which  his 
Majefty  faw  himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of 
granting.  For  this  purpofe,  the  King  order¬ 
ed,  lalt  year,  the  arming  of  a  certain  number 
of  men  oi  war,  one  part  ot  which  he  employ¬ 
ed  oil  the  coafls  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  o- 

ther 
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ther  part  was  to  ferve  as  convoys  for  the  Swc- 
difti  merchant-lliips  in  the  different  feas  where 
the  commerce  of  his  fubjeefts  rendered  their 
failing  necefiary.  He  gave  the  belligerent 
powers  notice  of  his  meafures  ;  and  he  was 
preparing  to  continue  them  during  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  year,  when  other  Courts,  which 
had,  in  like  manner,  adopted  neutrality,  in¬ 
formed  him  of  the  difpofitions  they  had  taken, 
which  were  conform  to  thofe  of  the  King,  and 
tended  to  the  fame  end. 

The  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  ordered  a  declara¬ 
tion  to  be  fent  to  the  Courts  of  London,  Vcr- 
failles,  and  Madrid,  in  which  ilie  made 
known  to  them  her  refolution  of  defending 
the  trade  of  her  fubje&s,  and  the  univerfal 
rights  of  neutral  nations.  This  declaration 
was  founded  on  fuch  juft  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations  and  of  fubfifting  treaties,  that  it 
feemed  impoffible  to  call  them  in  doubt.  His 
Majefty  found  them  entirely  correfponding 
with  his  own  cafe,  and  with  the  treaties  con¬ 
cluded  in  1660  between  Sweden  and  Eng¬ 
land,  and,  in  1741,  between  Sweden  and 

L  2  France  ; 
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France;  and  his  Majefty  could  not  refufe  to 
acknowledge  and  to  adopt  the  fame  principles, 
not  only  with  regard  to  thofe  powers  with 
whom  the  faid  treaties  are  ftill  in  vigour,  but 
alfo  to  thofe  that  are  already  entangled  in  the 
prefent  war,  or  may  in  future  be  concerned 
in  it,  and  with  whom  the  King  is  not  allied 
by  any  kind  of  treaty.  This  is  the  univerfal 
law,  which,  in  default  of  particular  engage¬ 
ments,  becomes  binding  for  every  nation. 

» 

Consequently  the  King  declares,  actual¬ 
ly  and  anew,  that  he  is  to  obferve  in  future 
the  fame  nei^trality,  and  with  the  fame  ex.- 
aCtnefs  he  has  done  hitherto.  He  will  forbid* 
under  grievous  penalties,  his  fubjeCts  to  de¬ 
viate,  in  any  manner  whatever,  from  thofe 
duties  which  a  fimilar  neutrality  impofes  on 
them  ;  but  he  is  determined  to  ufe  all  poffible 
means  for  the  protection  of  their  commerce, 
if  it  be  carried  on  conform  to  the  above- 
mentioned  principles. 


Memoir 
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Memoir  of  the  Court  of  Sweden  for  that  of  Rujfuu 

hen  the  Republic  of  the  United  Pro** 
vinces  of  the  low  countries  refolved  to  take 
part  in  the  neutrality,  by  acceding  to  the  ma¬ 
ritime  conventions  of  the  northern  powers,  it 
enjoyed  a  perfect  neutrality,  and  nothing  op- 
pofed  the  accomplilhment  of  a  work  which 
was  brought  to  perfection  by  the  means  of  an 
act  of  acceffion  and  acceptation  figned  at  Pe- 
terfbu^h  the  24th  of  December  laft,  O,  S. 

r 

On  this  occafion,  the  Republic  engaged  in 
the  common  caufe.  of  the  neutral  powers,  and 
acquired,  as  fuel),  a  right  to  the  affiftance  ot 
the  other  powers,  with  whom  fhe  was  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  obligations  and  advantages  con¬ 
form  to  the  tenor  of  the  conventions  conclu¬ 
ded  laft  year  between  Sweden,  Ruffia,  and 
Jjenmark, 

But 
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But  the  Republic  could  not  long  remain  in 
that  quality  under  which  it  had  contra&ed  its 
engagements.  England  declared  war  againft 
it,  and  forced  the  Republic  out  of  the  clafs  of 
neutrals  into  that  of  belligerent  powers.  All 
this  was  carried  on  with  fuch  a  prodigious  ra¬ 
pidity,  that  the  ambalTadors  on  beth  fides 
were  recalled,  letters  of  reprifals  iflued,  and 
feveral  Dutch  velfels  taken  before  the  news  of 
the  acceffion  being  ligned  at  Peterfburgh 
could  reach  the  Hague. 

In  fuch  an  extraordinary  fituation  of  things, 
it  becomes  eflential,  on  the  part  of  the  three 
northern  Crowns,  to  weigh  maturely  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  engagements  towards  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  and  to  refolve  this  queftion  with  the  mod 
perfed  union  and  harmony. 

The  fyftem  adopted  by  thefe  powers  is  a 
fyftem  of  perfect  neutrality.  It  is  only  by  fol¬ 
lowing  this  fyftem  that  they  have  a  right  to 
carry  on  a  free  commerce,  which  they  have 
engaged  themfelves  to  proted,  and  to  lend 
themfelves  mutual  affiftance.  For  this  pur- 

pofe. 
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pofe,  they  have  fettled  the  obligations,  and  the 
aid  they  owe  reciprocally  to  each  other  ;  their 
marine  armaments  have  been  the  confequence; 
they  tend  to  the  offence  of  none.  The  men 
of  war  belonging  to  a  neutral  nation,  the  o- 
bligations  and  the  advantages  are  the  fame  on 
every  fide,  but  not  with  refped:  to  a  nation  at 
war.  It  would  be  impofiible  to  form  a  plan, 
it  would  be  impolfible  to  aft  in  concert,  with¬ 
out  tranfgreiling  the  limits  prefcribed  by  an 
exact  neutrality,  without  overturning  the  fyf- 

tem  on  which  their  union  and  engagements 
are  founded. 

Notwithstanding  fueh  a  great  difference 
between  the  fituation  of  the  three  northern 
powers  and  that  of  the  Republic  of  Holland, 
the  latter  has  applied  to  the  former  by  means 
of  memoirs  fent  to  the  Courts  of  Stockholm, 
Peterfburgh,  and  Copenhagen,  in  which  the 
States -General  of  the  United  Provinces  im¬ 
plore  their  fpeedy  and  effectual  affiftance,  by 
virtue  of  the  Republic’s  acceffion  to  the  con¬ 
ventions  of  Peterfburgh  and  Copeyhagen,  and 


in 
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in  confequence  of  the  engagements  therein 
contained. 

The  principal  reafon  on  which  the  Repub¬ 
lic  grounds  its  claim,  confifts  in  a  combina- 
lion  of  meafures,  which  have  diftinguifhed  * 
the  condud  of  the  Court  of  London,,  feem- 
Ing  to  indicate  a  refolution  of  that  Court  not 
to  fuffer  the  Republic  to  accede  to  the  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  northern  powers.  On  account 

%  i 

of  this  acceffion,  the  Republic  has  been  invol¬ 
ved  in  a  war  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  the  7th, 
8th,  and  9th  articles  of  the  fame  conventions, 
the  powers  who  have  accepted  its  acceffion  are 
obliged  to  come  to  the  Republic’s  affiftance. 

By  the  extraordinary  and  violent  proceed¬ 
ings  of  Great  Britain  towards  the  Republic  * 
by  the  extreme  care  which  Lord  Stormont 
took  to  prevent  the  declaration  of  the  States- 
General  from  being  delivered  to  him  before 
his  anouncing  the  rupture  to  Count  Wel¬ 
der  n  ;  by  all  that  has  preceded  and  followed 
this  event,  there  is  no  room  left  to  doubt  of 
the  motive  that  determined  the  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don, 
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don.  However,  this  motive  has  by  no  means 
been  alleged  in  the  Englilh  declaration  of 
war ;  there  no  mention  is  made  but  of  fads 
previous  to  the  refolution  itl'elf  of  the  States- 
General  with  regard  to  the  acceffion  ;  and  the 
6th  article  of  the  conventions  of  Peter fburgh 
and  Copenhagen  bears,  that  the  obligations  of 
the  contracting  parties  cannot  be  extended  to 
things  which  may  have  happened  before  the 
figning  of  the  laid  conventions  that  is,  they 
cannot  have  a  retroactive  effeCt.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  now  left  to  the  choice  of  the  three  north¬ 
ern  Crowns,  either  to  adopt  the  fentiments  of 
the  States-General,  together  with  the  confe- 
quences  drawn  from  them,  or  to  adhere  to  the 
motives  contained  in  the  Court  ol  London’s 
declaration  of  war.  In  the  firfi  caie,  they 
mult  take  an  adive  part  in  the  war,  in  favour 
of  the  Republic  :  Inth efecond  cafe,  they  may 
declare,  if  they  think  proper,  by  confidenng 
the  quarrel  of  the  Republic  as  foreign  to  the 
caufe  of  the  neutral  powers,  that  the  motives 
for  its  prefent  difference  had  already  exilted 

before  the  acceffion  took  place.  But  both 

M  thefc 
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thefe  methods  feem  to  ly  under  great  inconve- 
niencies.  In  the  JirJl  cafe,  the  advantages  of 
the  neutrality,  the  glorious  end  propofed  by 
entering  into  this  maritime  affociation,  mult 
be  facrificed  to  plunge  into  all  the  horrors,  and 
to  fuller  all  the  Ioffes'  that  are  a  natural  conle- 
quence  of  a  war.  In  the  Jccond  cafe,  it  is  ex- 
pohng  a  linking  weaknefs  to  the  eyes  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  totally  to  abandon  a  ftate  for  fear  of  eii- 

teiing  into  lormal  engagements  with  it, 

/ 

Therefore,  between  thefe  extremes,  there 
is  but  one  medium,  or,  more  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  there  is  but  one  expedient  left,  and  it 
feems  the  beginning  mult  be  made  with  it. 
The  event  mull  then  ihow  how  far  it  may 
lead,  and  what  effedl  it  wiil  produce.  This 
expedient  feems  to  conlift  in  a  declaration 
which  the  three  northern  powers  mav  think 
themfelves  authoriied  to  make  to  the  Court  of 
London,  the  terms  of  which  mult  be  concert¬ 
ed  among  themfelves,  and  in  which  they  lhall 
notify  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  that  the 
Republic  has  acceded  to  their  maritime  con- 

ventions ; 
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ventions  ;  that  they  confider  the  Republic  un¬ 
der  this  quality,  as  their  ally,  having  the  fame 
caufe  to  fupport,  and  the  fame  rights  to  de¬ 
fend  ;  that  the  three  northern  Crowns  do  not 
mean  to  fet  themfelves  up  as  judges  of  the  rea- 
fons  which  have  induced  his  Britannic  Maje- 
fty  to  declare  war  againft  the  Republic  ;  but 
that  they  acknowledge  themfelves  iincerely 
interefted  in  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  this 
State  ;  and  that,  in  confequencc  of  thefe  fen- 

i 

timents,  it  is  the  wifh  of  the  allied  Courts, 
that  his  Britannic  Majefty  would  open  a  way 
for  a  reconciliation  between  him  and  the  Re¬ 
public  ;  that  the  three  Courts  would,  in  fuch 
cafe,  employ  all  their  good  offices  for  termi¬ 
nating  the  differences  in  a  friendly  manner  ; 
that  they  would  think  themfelves  doing  man¬ 
kind  an  effential  fervice,  if  they  could  render 
this  reconciliation  general  ;  and  that,  in  the 
mean  time,  they  wifh  a  beginning  may  be 
made  by  a  ceffation  of  hoflilities  on  both  fides, 
and  putting  things  in  the  fame  fituation  they 
were  in  before  the  rupture.  This  ftep  may 
be  made  according  to  agreement,  either  ver- 

JVX  2  ballv 
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bally  or  in  writing,  but  feparately,  by  the  mi~ 
nifters  of  the  three  Courts  redding  at  London, 
They  mult  alfo  agree  among  themfelves  on 
the  time  when  they  are  to  make  thefe  com¬ 
mon  reprefentations,  in  order  to  give  their 
fteps  more  weight  and  force  ;  and,  if  this  lan¬ 
guage  be  fupported  with  naval  armaments, 
which  the  northern  Crowns  are  adually  pre¬ 
paring,  England  may  be  expected  to  make 
fome  lerious  reflections  on  the  matter :  fo 
much  is  at  leaft  certain,  that  the  dignity  of 
our  Courts  demands  fomething  to  be  done  in 
favour  of  the  Republic,  confidered  as  our  al¬ 
ly  ;  and  what  may  be  thought  equally  necef- 
fary  is,  that  this  meafure  mud  bear,  in  the 
eyes  of  Europe,  the  marks  of  the  motives  and 
moderation,  as  well  as  of  the  refolutiomwhich 
has  ever  characterifed  the  conduct  of  our 
Courts  to  the  prefent  time. 

It  cannot  be  forefeen  whether  the  Englifli 
Miniftry  will  enter  into  a  negociation,  or  only 
feign  to  incline  towards  it ;  but,  in  both  cafes, 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  refpective  mini- 

fters 
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fters  mull  be  inftrudted  not,  to  dcpait  fiom  the 
ptopofal  of  a  truce,  that  the  Republic  niay* 
in  the  mean  time,  enjoy  a  tree  commeicv, 
without  which,  they  may  anfwer,  that  they 
are  not  authorifed  to  liften  to  any  propofals 
of  England  ;  but  that,  if  thefe  conditions  are 
granted,  they  fhall  take  the  propofals  of  that 
Court  ad  referendum.  As  to  the  objects  of 
thefe  demands,  they  fhall  be  conceited  with 
the  Republic.  The  three  northern  Crowns 
'  fhall  reduce  the  whole  to  fuch  points  as  fhall 
be  found  juft  and  reafonable  ;  and  they%  fit  all 
endeavour,  by  acting  equally  in  concert,  to 
oblige  both  the  powers  concerned  to  accept 
thefe  conditions. 

If,  during  the  courfe  of  fuch  a  negotia¬ 
tion,  means  are  found  of  reconciling  the  other 
belligerent  powers,  the  occafton  mult,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  be  eagerly  feized,  and  every  means 
ufed  to  bring  about  a  general  pacification,  in 
which  the  general  code  of  maritime  laws  for 
neutral  nations  muft  be  eftablifhed,  which  our 

Courts  have  already  adopted,  and  the  univer- 

fal 


I 
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fal  confirmation  of  which  will  fulfil  the  wiflj  - 
es  of  all  the  woild,  and  carry  the  glory  of 

thofe  Crowns,  that  have  contributed  towards 
it,  to  the  highefl  pitch. 

Stockholm,  i  jtb  Feb.  1 
1781.  ( 
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I’ranjlation  of  a  Refcript  dire  Bed  to  Count  MouJJiii 

P  oufchkiri)  1781. 

You,  difpatches,  and  the  communications 
of  the  Swedifli  mini  her,  Baron  de  Nolken, 
have  informed  11s,  almoft  at  once,  both  of  the 
difpofitions  of  the  Court  of  Stockholm,  with 
regard  to  the  war  which  has  broke  out  be¬ 
tween  the  two  maritime  powers,  and  of  his 
Swedifli  Majefly’s  defire  to  know  our  fenti- 
meiiis  in  this  refpecl.  Accuftomed  as  we  are 
.0  return,  in  full  meal ure,  the  confidence  of 
3ui  allies,  we  fh all  depart  the  lefs  from  this 
rule  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  where  the 
-onfideration  of  our  relpedtive  engagements, 
relative  to  the  armed  neutrality,  mud  raife 
)ur  attention  and  intereft  in  the  fame  degree, 
[n  confequence  of  which,  you  are  authorifed 
0  explain  yourfelf  confidentially  towards 
^°unt  cchefiei,  in  order  to  inform  his  mailer, 
hat,  as  foon  as  we  had  learned  the  bidden 

departure 
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departure  of  Sir  Jofeph  York  from  the  Hague, 

JC 

we  haftened  to  make  the  ftrongeft  reprefenta- 
tions  to  the  Court  of  London,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  it  from  commencing  hostilities.  We  did 
not  know  that  they  were  immediately  to  fol¬ 
low  the  minitier’s  departure ;  hut  having 
keen  convinced  of  their  beginning  tome  days 
after,  and  finding  that  every  ftep  to  prevent 
them  would  he  uieiefs,  we  had  lecourte  to 
new  meafures,  more  adapted  to  tne  tirn*.:*  and 
circum fiances,  and  capable  of  extinguishing 
the-  flame  of  war  in  its  birth.  We  have  been 
inftigated  to  that  by  a  double  motive,  that  of 
humanity  fullering  by  the  eSFufion  of  innocent 
blood,  and  that  of  the  intereft  of  neutral  na¬ 
tions  regarding  their  commerce  with  the  bel¬ 
ligerent  powers  :  and  although,  after  the  Sor- 
rnal  requisition  of  the  King  or  England  made 
to  us  and  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  for 
our  joint  mediation,  in  order  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain, 
there  was  Some  appearance  at  tne  opening  ot 
the  negociations ;  yet,  as  an  explanation  with 
the  two  Courts  required  time,  in  order  to  re¬ 
ceive  their  mutual  confent,  we  have  thought 

fit 
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fit  to  take  a  fhorter  way  for  reconciling  Eng¬ 
land  and  Holland,  by  offering  them,  for  this 
end,  our  feparate  mediation.  Our  intention 
thereby  was  to  remove,  from  their  particular 
reconciliation,  every  object  of  difcuffion  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  purpofe  ,  and  efpecially  the  cjue- 
ftion  on  the  independence  of  America,  which 
would  have  raifed  the  greateft  difficulties. 
The  States-General  have  accepted  our  offer 
with  thanks,  and  with  a  great  defire  of  pro¬ 
fiting  by  it,  as  you  will  fee  in  the  annexed. 
England,  on  the  contrary,  has  declined  it,  by 
referring  its  reconciliation  with  the  Republic 
to  a  future  general  negociation  of  peace  under 
thejoint  mediation  of  the  two  imperial  Courts  : 
when  fuch  an  event  takes  place,  we  ffiall  not 
fail  to  labour,  both  by  ourfelves,  and  by  draw¬ 
ing,  in  like  manner,  his  Imperial  Majefty  in¬ 
to  the  Republic’s  intereft,  that  it  may  be  com- 
prifed,  at  lead,  in  the  general  pacification. 
After  having  given  the  States-General  thele 
affurances,  we  have  ptomifed  them,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  concert  in  a  friendly  manner 
vrith  our  allies,  about  a  new  effort  which  we 
fiiall,  jointly  and  unanimoufiy,  make  at  the 

N  Court 
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Court  of  London,  in  order  to  perfuade  it  to 
terms  of  moderation,  and  to  a  love  of  peace. 

We  have  the  lefs  hefitated  giving  their  High 
Mightinelfes  thefe  aflurances,  as  vve  met  with 
a  decided  refolution  of  the  King  of  Sweden 
s  o  take  fuch  a  ftep,  in  the  memoir  of  the  17th 
1  ebruary,  communicated  to  us  by  Baron  Nol- 
ken,  and  of  which  we  give  you  a  copy  at  the 
end  of  this  for  your  own  information.  The 
contents  of  this  memoir  prove,  on  one  fide,  the 
profound  penetration  of  that  Prince,  and,  cn 
the  other,  the  perfect  agreement  of  his  way  of 
thinking  with  ours.  Indeed,  the  time  and  cir- 
cumjlances  in  which  Great  Britain  attacks  its 
uUl  ally,  toe  Republic  of  Holland,  f ufficiently  in¬ 
dicate,  that  the  true  caufe  of  the  hoflilities  lies 

'in  the  acceffioti  of  / /; c  States-General  to  our  via- 

... 

ntime  conventions  ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  thereby 
the  Republic  fecured  its  navigation  and  trading 
indujlry  of  itsfuhjecls,  which  was,  for  the  mofl 
part,  carried  on  in  favour  of  the  enemies  of 
England, 


But 
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But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  no  lefs  true,, 
that  the  rupture  was  previous  to  the  formal 
acceilion  ot  their  High  Mightinelfes  to  the 
conventions  ot  Copenhagen  and  Peterfburgh  ; 
and  that  the  motives  which  have  been  made 
public  are  anterior  to  that  period,  and  have 
no  connexion  at  all  with  the  caufe  of  the  al¬ 
lies  of  the  armed  neutrality.  In  the  firft  part, 
of  this  reafoning,  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  arti¬ 
cles  are  enrirely  in  favour  of  the  Dutch  ;  but 
the  fixth  article  difcharges  us,  in  terms  equal¬ 
ly  clear,  from  all  obligations  of  entering  into 

a  war  with  England.  So  efiential  a  differ- 

. 


ence,  in  the  ftipulations  of  thefe  conventions 
leaves  the  three  allied  Crowns  at  liberty  to 
take  the  mod  advantageous  part,  and  that  mo  ft 
adapted  to  their  interell. 


Nothing  can  be  better  founded,  or  is  wi- 
fer,  than  the  determination  of  that  delicate 


choice  adopted  in  the  Swedifh  memoir  :  there 
the-  inconveniencies'  of  every  party  are  di feud¬ 
ed  and  prefented  under  their  proper  point  of 
view,  and  the  bcft  means  fhown  ot  guarding 


sgainft  them.  When  we  adopted  thefe 


N  2 


means 
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means,  which  confift  in  a  perfect  neutrality* 
as  a  rule  for  the  conduit  of  the  three  Crowns 
during  the  new  war  between  the  maritime 
powers,  we  did  not  fail  to  give  the  Courts  of 
Stockholm  and  Copenhagen  early  notice  of 
the  orders  delivered  to  our  commanding  fea- 
officers,  to  conlider  the  Republic  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  Provinces  as  a  neutral  power  with  regard 
to  the  two  branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
and  belligerent  'with  refpeit  to  England.  We 
are  counting  the  hours,  and  expecting  with 
eagernefs  to  hear  from  you,  and  the  counfel- 
lor  of  ftate  M.  Sacken,  that  the  kings,  our  al¬ 
lies,  have  given  fimilar  orders  in  their  domi¬ 
nions,  that  all  our  aifions  and  all  our  fleps 
may  be  entirely  and  every  where  perfeitly  u- 
niform,  and  be  the  proof  of  that  intimate  al¬ 
liance  which  muft  at  laft  eftablifh,  for  ages  to 
come,  the  beneficial  fyftem  of  neutral  naviga¬ 
tion  and  trade. 

Having  thus  fecured  what  we  owe  to  the 
good  of  our  States,  in  preference  to  all  other 
foreign  intereft,  we  fhall  not  fail,  as  above 
faid,  to  employ,  in  favour  of  the  Republic, 
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ill  means  that  may  be  found  compatible  with 
the  firft  of  our  duties.  We  confequently  ad¬ 
here,  with  all  our  heart,  to  the  idea  of  his 
Swedilh  Majefty,  of  making,  in  the  joint  name 
of  the  three  allied  Courts,  a  proper  icprcfen- 
tation  to  that  of  London.  In  the  Swedijh  me¬ 
moir,  there  is  mention  made  oj  a  declaration  ; 
but  this  is  offuch  a  nature  as  may  draw  us  be¬ 
yond  our  intentions  ;  whereas  a  Jimple  infinua- 
tion,  made  byword  of  mouth,  which  may  exprefs 
the  fame  thing,  and  that  with  the  fame  force  too, 
cannot  engage  us  to  any  thing  againjl  our  will 
and  defire.  This  oblervation,  as  Ample  as  it 
is  effential,  cannot  efcape  the  penetration  ot 
Count  Scheffer,  with  whom  you  are  to  agree 
on  the  terms  in  which  this  reprefentation  is 
to  be  couched,  on  the  time  when  it  is  to  be 
made  at  London,  and  the  manner  in  which 
our  refpedtive  minifters  at  that  Court  are  to 
acquit  themfelves  of  it. 

We  would  have  made  no  difficulty  to  a- 
dcpt  the  terms  propofed  in  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  memoir,  as  we  found  them  very  mode¬ 
rate,  and  adapted  to  the  end  of  this  meafure ; 

but 
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but  that  the  circumftances,  which  are  now- 
notorious  at  the  Court  of  Stockholm,  feemed 
tojdemand  fome  alterations ;  for  this  purpofe, 
you  will  find,  at  the  end  of  this,  anew  projed 
of  a  reprefentation,  and  not  of  a  declaration, 
which  you  are  to  communicate  to  Count 
Si-hcner,  telling  him,  that,  in.  order  to  be 
better  underftood  by  the  Englifh  Miniftry,  it, 
may  be  delivered  in  writing,  but  always  on 
condition  that  it  is  only  to  be  conjidered  as  a  ver¬ 
bal  injinuation.  We  have  no  objections  if  the 
Court  of  Sweden,  or  that  of  Denmark,  for 
particular  confiderations  of  their  own,  think 
hi.  to  muice  uie  of  other  terms,  or  of  another 
flile:  it  is  enough  if  the  fubftan.ee  be  the  fame 

% 

and  if  it  be  the  means  of  determining  the- 
Englifh  Miniftry  to  pay  a  greater  regard  to. 
Hie  good  advice  of  the  three  fovereign  Courts, 

The  language  and  the  conduct  of  the  former > 
denote  clearly,  that  only  the  fear  of  involving 
their  country  in  a  war  with  all  Europe,  and 
that  of  expofmg  themfelves  to  a  pcrfonal  ac¬ 
count,  can  determine  them  to  lift en- to  a  reafon- 
able  pence  ;  It  would,  without  doubt,  contribute 
towards  rendering  them  mare  flexible,  to  keep 

if 
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up  and  nouriJI)  that  fear  of  theirs.  The  parti¬ 
cular  circumjlance,  that  all  the  fovereigns  are 
keeping  a  part  op  their  naval  forces  in  readinefs, 
offers  a  very  effectual  means  to  that  purpofe,and 
that  at  a  very  little  expence  $  if  the  Swedifl  and 
Danifh  fquadrons  fix  their  cruifeffor  fome  time , 
'without  the  Sound,  while  we,  on  our  fde,  keep 
one  fquadron  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  another 
in  the  northern  ocean,  in  order  to  protect  our 
flips  there,  as  we  did  lajl  year,  againft  all  fo¬ 
reign  privateers  ;  and  as  our  fquadrons,  that 
pafi'ed  the  lad  winter  at  Leghorn  and  Lilbon, 
aie  ordered  back,  or  are  already  on  their  vov- 
age  home  to  the  Baltic,  in  order  to  fecond  this 
doable  equipment,  we  prefent,  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  at  once  a  very  refpeclable  force  in  differ¬ 
ent  Teas.  The  poffibility  of  the  Ruffian,  Swe- 
diffi,  and  Daniffi  fquadrons,  joining  at  the  firft 
order  of  their  fovereigns,  cannot  fail  of  over¬ 
awing  all  the  belligerent  powers,  and  of  fecu- 
ring,  at  the  fame  time,  the  trade  and  naviua- 
tion  of  our  refpeftive  fubjefts.  Thus,  fuch  a 
junction,  without  even  taking  place,  will  be 
of  a  very  great  and  real  advantage  to  the  three 


Courts.  We  have  fent  an  extra#  of  this 


re- 


feri  pt 
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fcript  to  M.  Sacken,  and  charged  him  t®  ex¬ 
plain  his  fentiments  on  its  contents  towards 
the  Danifh  Miniftry,  and  to  give  us  a  fpeedy 
account  of  the  refult  of  his  conference.  He 
is  ordered  to  inform  you  diredtly  of  it,  in  or¬ 
der  to  gain  thereby  as  much  time  as  poffible 
for  putting  the  joint  and  unanimous  meauires, 
to  be  concerted  between  us,  in  execution,  and 
for  the  better  enabling  us  to  provide  our  mi- 
nifter  at  London  with  neceifary  inftruftions, 
which,  together  with  thofe  that  our  allies  will 
deliver  to  their  mimfters  at  tne  fame  Court, 
may  prove  iufficientfor  the  puipofei  "Wc  and 
here  a  copy  of  the  refcript  fent  to  the  faid  M. 
Sacken.  You  are  to  communicate  it  to  the 
Swedifh  minifter,  and  to  infift  with  nim,  that 
his  Court  may  enter  into  a  direft  communica¬ 
tion  with  that  of  Copenhagen,  in  order  equal¬ 
ly  to  gain  time.  As  we  are  far  from  meaning 
to  lay  any  conftraint  on  the  will  and  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  Kings  our  allies,  in  a  caufe  com¬ 
mon  to  us  all,  you  are,  on  the  overtures  of 
the  Swedilh  Miniftry,  to  enquire  conjointly 

with  it,  into  the.  true  fentiments  of  that 

Court, 


I 
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Court,  and  to  take,  ad  referendum,  all  the 
propofals  it  may  think  proper  to  make ;  allu¬ 
ring  it  before  hand,  that  we  lhall  pay  every 
regard  thereto,  and  fevery  deference  that  may 
depend  on  us. 


O  Extract 


t 
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Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  Count  Panin  to  H.  Sacken  ike 
Ruffian  Minifer  at  Copenhagen, 

U 

ijlj  1  hat,  after  the  ratifications  were  ex¬ 
changed  by  the  Ruffian  minifter,  the  Swedifh 
envoy,  and  the  Charge  d’  Affaires  of  Den¬ 
mark,  orders  have  been  given  to  the  Emprefs’s 
minifters  at  Madrid  and  Paris,  to  deliver,  in 
conjunction  with  the  minifter  of  Denmark, 
Sweden,  and  Holland,  the  note  agreed  on  to 
declare  the  acceffion  of  the  Republic  of  Hol¬ 
land,  in  the  fame  manner  that  was  obferved 
with  the  two  conventions  of  Copenhagen  and 
Peterfburgh, 

'idly.  That  M.  Simolin  is  charged  to  exe¬ 
cute  the  fame  commiffion  with  the  minifters 
of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  afterwards  to 
add,  either  verbally,  or  in  writing,  if  the  Eng- 
lifh  Miniftrv  fhould  demand  it,  that,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  hoftilities  that  have  broke  out  be¬ 
tween  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the 

Republic 
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Republic  of  the  United  Provinces,  the  Em- 
prefs  has  ordered  her  Admiralty  to  confider 
the  Republic  of  Holland  as  a  neutral  power 
with  refpedt  to  the  two  Courts  of  Bourbon, 
and  belligerent  with  regard  to  England,  as 
the  motives  publifhed  by  the  latter,  that  gave 
rife  to  the  holtilities,  are  entirely  foreign  to, 
and  have  nothing  common  with,  the  conven¬ 
tion  :  That  die  is  convinced  that  this  Hep  is 
received  by  the  Court  of  England  as  a  new 
proof  of  her  impartiality,  and  of  the  innocence 
of  her  alliance,  which  has  no  other  end  but 
the  protection  of  commerce  and  the  rights  of 
neutral  nations,  and  which  neither  die  nor  her 
allies  mean  to  change  into  an  offenfive  mea- 
fare,  as  long  as  neither  die  nor  they  are  for¬ 
ced  to  do  fo  by  a  hatred  towards  their  princi¬ 
ples,  or  by  effectual  attempts  to  counterafl 
them :  That  the  Emprefs  did  likewife  datter 
herfelf,  that  the  Court  of  London,  in  con- 
fi deration  of  her  good  will  to  finidi  the 
differences  that  are  arifen  between  it  and  a 
power  that  was,  for  fo  long  a  time,  its  friend 
and  ally,  would  dojudice  to  the  frienddiipof 
the  Emprefs,  and  remove  all  fpfpicions,  as  if, 

O  2  among 
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among  the  motives  of  the  rupture  with  HoL 
land,  the  principal  one  had  been  the  eagernefs 
of  the  Republic  to  join  the  alliance  of  the  neu¬ 
tral  powers.  I  he  orders  delivered  to  the  Im¬ 
perial  Admiralty,  together  with  the  feparate 
article,  are  to  the  following  purport  * _ _ 

All  the  Dutch  merchant-fhips  are  to 
be  treated  by  the  fquadrons  cf  fhips  of  war 
and  fepaiate  frigates,  on  the  fame  footing  with 
the  Danifh  and  Swedifh  veffels,  according  to 
the  older  of  the  ipth  OcloDer  1780,  becanfe 
the  Republic  is  actually  become  a  principal 
and  immediate  party  in  all  the  rights,  preroga¬ 
tives,  and  obligations  of  the  two  maritime 
conventions  or  Copenhagen  and  Feterfburgh, 

/ 

'idly,  This  general  rule  has,  however,  its 
exceptions,  on  account  of  the  war  between 
the  Republic  and  Great  Britain,  which  at¬ 
tacked  it  before  its  lignmg  the  act  of  acceilion 
io  tiiv  two  conventions,  alleging,  for  this  rup¬ 
ture,  rcdions  that  have  no  connection  with 
the  convention. 
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3 dly,  In  confideration  of  this  important  e- 
vent,  where  the  neutrality  does  no  more  exift, 
neither  the  Emprefs,  nor  her  allies  the  Kings 
of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  are  by  any  means 
obliged  to  enter  into  an  effective  defence  ofc 
the  Dutch  navigation  againfl  the  Engliih. 


4 thly%  On  the  other  hand,  this  engagement 
fubfifts,  in  all  its  extent,  againfl:  the  French 
and  Spaniards,  with  whom  the  Dutch  have 
conventions  and  ftipulations  at  full  length 
concerning  prohibited  goods,  which  mu  ft  alio 

t 

very  naturally  ferve  as  a  rule  for  the  con  duel 
of  the  fliips  ;  for  which  end,  a  copy  of  thefc 
conventions  has  been  delivered  to  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  together  with  other  naval  papers,  that 
prove  the  property  of  Dutch  veffels :  And, 


5 thly,  A  copy  of  the  feparate  explaining  ar¬ 
ticle  concluded  between  the  Courts  of  Den¬ 
mark  and  England,  has  in  like  manner  been 
delivered  to  the  Admiralty  for  its  information. 


I 
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(L) 


The  Subfiance  of  the  Anfwer  which  his  Excellency  Count 
Panin  gave  to  Baron  de  Nolhen ,  Mittifier  of  Sweden > 

on  the  five  Points  of  which  he  had  demanded  fome  Ex~ 
plan  at  ion* 


rF 

i  o  the  jirft  point,  that  every  fiiip  of  war* 
belonging  to  either  of  the  allied  powers,  is  o~ 
bliged  to  protect  every  merchant-fliip  that 
produces  clear  and  true  proofs  of  having  n® 
prohibited  goods  on  board9 

To  the  feconct point,  That  every  one  of  the 
allied  powers  ftiall  indifcriminately  protect  thq 
commerce  of  the  other  ;  but  that,  in  order  to 
facilitate  this  prote&ion,  they  fhall  agree  on 
certain  ftations,  where  the  fquadrons  of  every 
one  of  the  allied  powers  are  to  be  kept  in  rea- 
dinefs,  and  which  are  to  be  fixed  upon  in  fuch 
a  manner  that  the  fquadrons  may  be  able  to 
form,  as  it  were,  a  chain,  and  to  give  one  an¬ 
other  affiftance  in  time  ofnecefljty. 

Ta 
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To  the  third.  If  the  fquadrons  happen  to 
meet  one  another,  they  are  to  give  one  another 
all  kind  of  friendly  affiftance  ;  and  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  faluting  is  to  be  obferved  according 
to  cuftom. 

To  th e  fourth,  It  belongs  to  the  minifter  of 
the  injured  power  to  make  the  firft  reprefenta- 
tion  againft  the  wrongs  and  proceedings  of 
the  privateers,  which  reprefentations  fhall  be 

warmly  and  effrcacioufly  lupported  by  the  mi- 

\ 

nifters  of  all  the  other  powers. 

To  the  fifth,  In  cafe  one  of  the  allied 
powers  fliould,  of  its  own  accord,  commence 
hoftilities,  or  mean  to  declare  itfelf  in  favour 
of  any  of  the  powers  at  war,  fuch  power  fhall 
he,  ip/Q  facto,  excluded  from  the  afTociation  : 
If,  on  the  contrary,  any  one  of  the  powers  at 
war  Ihould,  from  feme  particular  animofity  a- 
gainlt  one  of  the  allied  Crowns,  infult  its  flag, 
or  commit  hoftilities,  the  other  fhall  confer 
with  it  on  proper  and  effectual  meafures  for 
rendering  themfelves  more  rcfpectcd. 


\ 


Ext  raft 


5  20 


Memoir?,  12c.  relative  t© 


(M) 


Extract  of  an  o  fficial  Difpateh  from  the  Court  of  Den¬ 
mark  to  M.  Schumacher ,  its  Charge  d’  Affaires  at  Pe- 
terjburgh , 

_  ' 

J[  take  for  the  balls  of  all  our  operations  a 

4 

grand  fleet  Rationed  in  the  Channel,  and  then 
I  think  the  following  the  proper  means  that 
are  to  be  obferved  at  the  Court  where  you 
are 

ijli  Before  all  things,  the  grand  fleet  being 
thus  flationed,  the  contrafting  powers  are  to 
agree  on  the  number  of  fliips  that  every  one 
is  to  fend,  and  on  every  thing  relative  there¬ 
to. 


'idly >  They  fhall  get  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
and  the  Emperor,  &c.  &c.  to  approve  of  the 
heads  of  the  Ruffian  declaration  as  foon  as 
poffible. 

3  dh’> 


< 
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.  »  t 

3 diy,  In  cafe  the  peace  fhould  not  take 
place  this  winter,  and  the  war  be  continued 
the  fummer  following,  the  wife  and  prudent 
Count  Panin  will  not  fail,  as  foon  as  the  fleet 
has  taken  its  ftation,  to  make  the  mo  ft  prelfing 
and  ferious  inftances  with  the  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  order  to  determine  it  to  a  declaration 
conform  to  that  of  the  Courts  of  Verfailles  and 
Madrid  ;  for  it  is  certain  that  the  Court  of 
I  London  has  nothing  elfe  in  view  than  to  elude 
„  the  plans  and  efforts  of  Ruffia,  to  gain  time, 
and  to  feize  the  opportunity  of  a  lucky  mo¬ 
ment  to  take  revenge.  You,  afk  me.  Sir, 
why  I  think  the  Emprefs  harbours  fuch  de- 
flgns  ?  I  anfwer  you,  becaufe  Ruffia  feems  to 
have  a  mind  to  flt  out  a  great  fleet,  while 
a  very  moderate  number  of  veflels  would  be 
enough  for  the  fecurity  of  neutral  navigation. 
The  objedt  is  really  worth  the  while,  if  the 
defign  is,  to  turn  the  embarraffment  of  Eng¬ 
land  to  the  common  good  of  mankind. 

4 thly.  Should  England  refufe  to  comply 
with  this  fyftem  of  equity,  then  recourfe  mud 

L  he 
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be  had  to  menaces,  remonftrances,  reprifals, 
and  other  difagreeable  means  that  may  ferve 
to  juftify  fuch  beneficial  and  vaft  defigns.  I 
never  can  think,  that  England  fhould  mean  to 
Hand  it  out  againit  a  fleet  of  50  fail. 

5 thly.  This  point  being  once  gained  by  a 
vigorous  and  unforefeen  blow,  there  remains 
nothing  more,  but  to  digeft  and  form  the 
code  ol  maritime  laws,  which  cannot  be  done 
Vvii.h  more  impartiality,  than  under  the  eyes 
of  the  benefactrefs  of  Europe,  and  under  the 
direction  of  her  great  minifter.  This  code 
lhall  pafs  into  a  law  at  the  future  pacification. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  lefs  numerous  fleet  will 
be  fufficient  to  watch  the  Englifh  and 
Spaniards,  and  to  make  them  refpect  the 
heads  of  the  declaration.  I  dread  the  Eng. 
lijh,  and  the  incertitude  of  the  time  to  come  : 
1  do  not  truft  convoys,  nor  difperfed  forces, 
neither  do  I  think  that  the  Union  of  the 
allied  Powers  will  be  of  a  long  Handing.  The 
iron  muft  be  ftruck  while  it  is  hot :  with  the 
Em.prefs  at  the  head,  every  thing  may  be 

done, 


1 
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done,  every  thing  may  be  obtained,  her  threats 
alone  made  the  peace  of  Tefchen  ;  but  if 
there  be  any  queftion  of  a  greater  equipment 
for  the  next  year,  I  beg  you  to  direft  mat¬ 
ters  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  be  informed  of 
the  propofal  in  the  month  of  November. 


/ 


\ 


L  2 
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t 

(N) 


Note  from  the  Court  of  Denmark,  to  Pruffiet. 

1 1  was  with  the  moft  perfect  fatisfadtion^ 
that  the  king  learned  his  Pruflian  Majefty’s 
delire  of  taking  part  in  the  beneficial  fyftem 
oi  Neutrality;  the  principles  of  which,  drawn 
Irom  the  primitive  law  of  nations,  have  been 
expofed  in  the  declaration  of  her  Majefty,  the 
Emprefs,  dated  February  the  28th  1780; 
and  his  Pruflian  majefty  has  refolved  to  gua¬ 
rantee  them,  for  the  better  fupport  of  thefc 
principles,  by  means  of  a  formal  aft  concluded 
ior  this  efteft,  with  her  Imperial  Majefty  ;  the 
friendly  communication  of  which,  his  Pruflian 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  to  the  King, 
and  the  latter  received  with  the  moft  ftncere 
thanks. 

Penetrated 

V  \ 


•  \ 


r 
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Penetrated  with  the  equity  and  juflice  or 
tliefe  very  principles,  the  King  himfelf  ha, 
eftablilhed  and  claimed  them  in  the  declara¬ 
tion  which  he  ordered  to  be  fent  the 
8th  of  July  1780,  to  the  belligerent  Courts ; 
and  for  their  fupport,  his  Majefty  has  con¬ 
cluded  a  maritime  convention,  figned  at  Co¬ 
penhagen  the  9th  ol  July,  with  her  Majefty 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  which  he  here  notifies 
to  his  Pruffian  Majefty  with  great  pleafure. 


Thefe  principles  being  alone  capable  of 
eftabliftung  the  fecurity  of  commeice,  anu 
of  the  navigation  of  neutral  nations,  the  king 
cannot  but  ardently  defire  to  fee  them  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  and  to 
feel,  in  confequence  of  this  defire,  all  the  im¬ 
portance  of  their  being  adopted  by  his  Pruffian 

Majefty. 


Nothing  would  therefore  be  more  conform 
to  the  wiffies  of  his  Majefty,  than  to  hear 
that  it  pleafed  his  Pruffian  Majefty  to  accede 

to  this  convention,  luch  as  it  was  concluded 

between 


I 


,  1  I 
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between  the  Courts  of  Denmark  and  Ruffia* 
in  which  cafe  his  Majefty  would  contribute, 
on  his  fide,  as  tar  as  poffible,  towards  facili¬ 
tating  all  the  difpofitions  concerning  the  ftipu- 

lations  that  are  to  be  put  into  the  room  of  thofe 
contained  in  the  4th  and  5th  articles  of  this 
convention;  whereby,  the  high  contracting 
parties  promife  themfelves  mutual  protection, 
and  while  they  exprefsly  determine  the  com¬ 
mon  efforts  and  reciprocal  abidance,  the  tie 
of  this  alliance  is  formed  in  the  moft  natural 
manner,  and  every  one  made  to  partake  both 
i  i  all  that  is  efiential  in  the  obligations  and 
advantages  refulting  from  their  Union. 

Never  was  the  objedt  more  important,  or 
1  ns  end  of  an  alliance  more  glorious,  than 
that  which  was  the  foul  of  her  Imperial  JVIa- 
jeity’s  reiolutions,  when  file  propofed  to  the 
other  powers  of  the  North  this  refpedtable 
convention,  which  mult  one  day  produce  the 
maritime  code  promifed  by  that  great  princefs, 
to  the  whole  Univerfe  :  This  alliance  has  noth¬ 
ing  in  view,  but  the  prefervarion  of  rights, 

the 
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the  deareft  and  moft  precious  to  mankind ; 
and  who  could  be  more  capable  of  promoting 
them,  than  a  Sovereign  of  fo  confummate  wif- 
dom,  as  his  Pruffian  Majefty  is,  whole  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  affairs  of  Europe,  is  fo  exten- 
five,  and  whofe  friendfhip  is  fo  juftly  courted  ? 

_  1  \ 

This  is  what  the  King  ordered  the  under¬ 
written  to  fay  in  anfwer  to  the  note  delivered 
by  Mr  de  Bifmark,  dated  the  15th  of  Auguft, 

From  the  Royal  department  for  Foreign 
affairs,  Copenhagen  the  17th  of  De¬ 
cember,  1781. 

Rosencrone, 


Tbr 

i 


[ 
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(O) 

The  Court  of  Sweden's  ctnfwer  to  the  King  of  Prujfia  z 

tninifter  at  Stockholm. 


rn 

I  he  King  being  informed  of  the  act  pah 
fed  the  8th  of  May,  of  the  prefent  year  be¬ 
tween  the  Courts  of  Peterlburg  and  Berlin, 
felt,  with  an  extreme  fatisfadtion,  how  much 
ftrength  the  beneficial  fyftem  of  the  naviga- 
tion  and  trade  of  neutral  nations,  was  about 
to  gain  by  the  engagements  which  hisPruffian 
Majelly  had  lately  contracted,  and  by  which 
lie  concurs  to  fupport  the  principles  already 
adopted,  and  generally  announced  on  the 
part  of  the  King  and  his.  allies. 

His  Majefiy  felt  no  lefs  fatisfaction  when* 
he  heard  that  his  Pruflian  Majefiy  had  a  mind 
to  extend  thefe  very  engagements,  by  render¬ 
ing  them  common  with  thofe  of  his  Ma- 
jefiy  ;  and  as  nothing  can  be  added  to  the 

maritime 
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maritime  convention  concluded  lad  year 
July  the  21ft— A'uguft  ift,  between  the  Courts 
of  Sweden  and  Ruffia,  his  Majefty  would  be 
very  glad,  if  his  Pruffian  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  accede  to  the  fame  convention  ;  in  which 
cafe,  his  Majefty  would  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  facilitate  the  arrangements  concern¬ 
ing  the  ftipulations  that  are  to  be  iubftituted 
by  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  inftead  of  thofe  con¬ 
tained  in  the  4th  and  5th  articles  of  the  con¬ 
vention,  whereby  the  mutual  protection  is  fix¬ 
ed  which  the  allies  have  promifed  to  give  one 
another;  and  the  ties  of  this  alliance  could 
not  be  rendered  ftronger,  than  by  exprefsly 
determining  the  reciprocal  affiftance  to  which 
the  high  contracting  parties  bind  themfelves, 
and  thus  making  every  one  partake  both  of 
the  eflential  obligations  and  advantages  of  this 
union. 

If  the  chief  objeCt  of  the  convention  conclu¬ 
ded  between  the  Sovereigns  of  the  North  con- 
fifts  in  the  confervation  of  the  deareft  and  molt 
precious  rights  of  mankind  ; — •  if  thefe  powers 
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fee  the  neceflity  of  taking  all  poffible  care  to 
eftablifh  a  code  of  maritime  laws,  in  which 
thefe  rights  are  fettled  in  favour  of  the  neutral 
nations  ; — nothing  can  be  more  conform  to  fo 
great  and  glorious  a  defign,  than  that  his  Pruf- 
fian  Majefty  fhould  employ  all  the  influence, 
which  he  has  fo  juftly  acquired  in  the  affairs 
-Euiope;  nothing  can  be  more  conformable 
to  the  King’s  wilhes,  than  to  multiply  the  ties 
with  which  he  is  already  fo  firmly  attached 

to  his  Pruffian  Majefty.- - This  is  what  the 

fubfcribed  is  ordered  to  declare,  in  anfwer  to 
the  note  delivered  by  Baron  de  Keller,  and 
dated  the  20th  April  of  the  prefent  year. 

Done  at  Stockholm,  the  5th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1783. 
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Copy  of  a  Note ,  delivered  by  his  Excellency  Co  wit  Scheffery 
to  Baron  de  Keller y  Prujffian  Envoy .  Stockholmy  the 

%d  of  May  1782. 


W 


hem  the  King  granted,  laft  year,  to  the 
fubjedts  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  the  protection 
which  that  Monarch  deiired,  for  the  fecurity 
of  their  commerce  and  navigation,  his  Majef¬ 
ty,  with  a  real  fatisfadtion,  feized  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  fhewing,  at  the  fame  time,  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  principles  of  free  neutral  na¬ 
vigation,  which  he  has  conltantly  followed, 
together  with  the  fentiments  of  perfonal  re¬ 
gard  and  friendlhip  for  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Pruflia.  Plis  Majefty  having  afterwards 
been  invited  to  join  the  adt  pafled  at  Peterf- 
burg  the  8th  of  May  1781,  between  his  Pruf¬ 
fian  Majefty  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  there 
could  be  no  queftion  but  about  choofing  the 
manner  the  molt  fimple,  and  the  moft  natural 

0-2  to 
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to  the  engagements  which  his  Majefty  was  go¬ 
ing  to  contract.  The  King,  in  confequence, 
propofed  to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
to  join  the  Maritime  Convention,  formerly, 
and  fince  the  year  1780,  concluded  between 
the  King  and  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  Ruffia, 
by  obferving  the  different  obligations  which 
the  different  lituations  of  the  two  kingdoms 
Ihouid  render  neceffary. 

But  the  King  of  Pruffia  having,  by  the 
means  of  a  fecond  note,  which  was  delivered 
by  the  fubfcribed  by  his  Envoy,  intimated  a 
defire,  for  reafons  contained  in  the  fame  note, 
of  joining  the  above  mentioned  aft  of  the  8th 
of  May  1781,  his  Majefty  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  confult  nothing  but  his  friendftiip 
for  the  King,  together  with  the  advantage 
which  muft  accrue  to  the  fyftem  of  free  neu¬ 
tral  commerce,  by  the  acceffion  of  a  Prince, 
whofe'credit  and  importance  are  fo  univerfal- 
ly  eftabliftied.  In  confequence,  the  King  has 
ordered  the  fubfcribed  to  notify  to  Baron  de 
Keller,  in  anfwer  to  his  note  ot  the  22d  of 

1 

February, 


THE  ARMED  NEUTRALITY. 


133 


February,  that  the  King  is  refolved  to  comply 
with  the  delire  of  his  Pruffian  Majefty  :  In 
conformity  of  which,  he  muft,  in  like  manner, 
inform  Baron  de  Keller,  that  Baron  de  Nolk- 
en,  the  King’s  Envoy  extraordinary  at  the 
Court  of  Peterlburg,  will  immediately  receive 
his  orders  for  acceding  by  the  means  of  form¬ 
al  declarations  from  his  Majefty,  to  the  act 
concluded  in  this  city,  the  8th  of  May  lalt 
year  •  and,  in  confequence  of  the  friendlliip 
fubfifting  between  the  two  Crowns,  the  fub- 
fcribed  has  the  honour  of  fubjoining  here  the 
copies  of  thofe  declarations  which  Baron  de 
Nolken  will  be  ordered  to  deliver  on  one  fide, 
to  the  minifter  of  her  Imperial  Majefty  of  all 
the  Ruflias,  and  on  the  other  to  Count  de 
Goertz,  his  Pruffian  Majefty’s  Envoy  extraor¬ 
dinary  refiding  at  the  faid  Court ;  on  con¬ 
dition,  that  the  acts  of  acceptation  which  may 
be  found  neceffary  for  carrying  fo  beneficial  a 
work  to  perfection,  be  delivered  by  the  two 
refpe&ive  Courts  to  Baron  de  Nolken. 

A. 

His 


V 


*34  MEMOIRS,  l$C.  RELATIVE  TO 

His  Majefty  feels  the  greater  pleafure  in 
anfwering,  on  this  occafion,  the  delire  of  the 
King  his  uncle,  as  he  hopes,  that  this  new  u- 
nion  will  ftrengthen  the  ties  of  friendlhip  by 
which  the  two  Sovereigns  are  already,  in  fo 
many  refpedts,  united. 
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Project  of  a  Declaration ,  to  ferve  as  an  Act  of  Acceffion 
to  the  ^Treaty  concluded  at  Peterjburghy  between  his 
JAajefy  the  King  of  P ruffia ,  and  her  Alajefy  the  Em- 
prcfs  of  all  the  Kujfiasy  the  8  th  of  May  1787. 

Vv  E,  Chriftian  the  feventh,  by  the  Grace 
of  God  King  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  &c. 
&c.  make  known,  that,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  naval  war,  having  always  had 
the  fupport  of  free  navigation  and  commerce 

1 

at  heart,  and  being  ever  ferioufly  concerned 
for  fo  beneficial  a  defign,  both  by  granting  an 
effectual  protection  to  the  commerce  of  our 
fubjefls,  and  in  forming,  with  feveral  other 
powers,  animated  with  the  fame  fentiments, 
fuch  engagements  as  might  tend  to  eftablifh 
the  liberty  of  the  feas,  founded  in  the  law  of 
nations,  it  could  not  be  without  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  that  we  were  informed  of  li is  Pruffian 
Majefty’s  defire  of  contributing  towards  the 

eflablifliment 
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eftablifhment  of  a  work,  fo  glorious,  and  fo 
advantageous  to  all  Europe.  Our  fatisfaction 
was  the  more  perfect,  as  we  have  feen,  by  the 
friendly  communication  of  the  act  palled  be¬ 
tween  his  Majelty  the  King  of  Pruffiaand  the 
Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  May  the  8th  i7§i9 
for  the  protection  of  free  neutral  trade  and 
navigation,  that  the  principles  on  which  that 
adt  is  founded,  are,  in  every  refpect,  entirely 
conform  to  thofe  which  we  had  before  elta- 
blilhed,  both  by  the  convention  concluded  be¬ 
tween  us  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  at  Co- 
penhaguen,  the  9th  of  July  1780,  and  by  our 
acceffion  to  the  treaties  feparately  ligned  by 
that  Sovereign  with  his  Majelty  the  King  of 
Sweden  and  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces,  July  the  22d,  and  November  the 
4th,  1780. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  very  fentiments, 
and  of  our  conltant  and  inviolable  friendlhip 
towards  his  Majelty  the  King  of  Pruffia,  hav¬ 
ing  been  invited  to  accede,  as  principal  con¬ 
tracting  party,  to  the  aforefaid  aft,  w7e  de¬ 
clare, 
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declare  and  certify,  by  thefe  prcfents,  that  we 
accede,  in  belt  form,  as  a  principal  contracting 
party,  to  the  aCt  concluded  at  Petersburg,  the 
8th  of  May  1781  ;  and  wc  engage  ourfelves, 
for  us  and  our  fucceffors,  to  all  the  ftipulations 
contained  in  the  claufes  and  articles,  as  well 
as  in  the  four  leparate  articles  which  are  add¬ 
ed  to  it,  and  to  which  we  likewife  accede  in 
all  their  form  and  tenor  ;  willing  and  intend¬ 
ing,  by  this  our  formal  aCt  of  acceffion  and 
acceptation,  to  take  upon  ourfelves  the  de¬ 
fence  and  fupport  of  the  liberty  and  fecurity 
of  all  lawful  trade  carried  on  by  the  fubjeCts 
of  his  Pruffian  Majefcy,  to  the  fame  extent  as 
we  fupport  and  defend  that  of  our  own  fub¬ 
jeCts. 

) 

We  are  morever  determined,  in  cafe  anv  of 
the  contracting  parties  fhould  be  expofed  to 
any  violent  attacks,  or  other  inconveniences  in 

1 

hatred  of  the  forefaid  act,  and  of  our  prefent 
acceffion,  or  in  confequence  of  principles  con¬ 
trary  to  thole  that  are  therein  contained, 
to  concert  immediately,  and  in  conjunction 
with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  according  to  our  en- 

R  gagements 
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gagements  with  the  other  powers  that  hav£ 
taken  part  in  the  neutral  fyftem,  to  make 
choice  of  the  means,  the  mod  proper  and  the 
belt  adapted  to  the  fituation  of  our  kingdoms, 
to  procure  all  juftice  and  due  Satisfaction  to 
the  party  aggrieved. 

Finally,  we  expedt  that  his  Majefty  the 
king  of  Prullia,  fhall  in  like  manner  declare, 
by  means  of  a  formal  adt,  his  having  received 
and  accepted  our  prefent  declaration,  thus  ac¬ 
knowledging  us  as  one  of  the  principal  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  relative  to  the  aforefaid 
act  of  the  8th  of  May  1781  ;  and  that  he  fhall 
promife  to  fulfil  pundtually,  with  regard  to 
us,  all  the  engagements  which  we  have  con- 
tradted  by  this  our  prefent  declaration.  In 
faith  of  which  &c. 
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Jlfemoir  from  the  King  of  Sweden  to  the  Emprefs  of  Rufia% 
fent  directly  along  with  a  private  Letter . 

If  the  ties,  which  the  King  has  had  the  fatis- 
faftion  of  forming  with  her  Majefty  the  Em¬ 
prefs  of  Rufiia,  during  the  courie  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  for  the  fupport  of  the  caufe  of  neu¬ 
tral  nations,  could  not  but  be  infinitely  dear 
to  him,  on  account  of  the  zealous  and  lading 
advantages  which  this  afiociation  muft  pro¬ 
duce  for  all  nations,  and  bv  reafon  of  the  ho- 
nour  of  partaking  with  that  Sovereign,  the 
glory  which  muft  fo  juftly  accrue  to  him  ; 
thefe  very  ties  are  no  lefs  precious  to  him,  be¬ 
came  they  furnifh  him  with  opportunities  of 
giving  her  Imperial  Majefty,  and  of  receiving 
from  her,  marks  of  that  entire  confidence,  the 
refult  of  the  intimacy  which  fubfifts  between 
the  two  Sovereigns,  and  of  the  perfect  har¬ 
mony  of  their  mutual  intereft.  The  King  has 

R  2  received 
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received  a  new  proof  of  it,  by  the  friendfhip 
'which  her  Majefty  had  for  him,  in  confulting 
him  on  the  meafures  to  be  taken  with  regard 
to  the  republic  of  Holland,  fuppofing  it  fhould 
continue  to  decline  entering  into  a  particular 
peace  with  England,  even  if  the  latter  could  be 
prevailed  with  to  fettle  the  bafis,  or  the  princi. 
pies  of  the  armed  neutrality  to  be  declared  and 
avowed  to  all  the  neutral  powers.  His  Majefty 
thinks  it  impoffible  to  fhew  his  thankfulnefs  for 
hei  Majefty’s  confidence,  by  which  he  was  fo 
fenfibly  affected,  in  a  clearer  manner,  than  by 
anfwering  it  with  all  that  fincerity  which  true 
friendfhip  demands,  and  which  nothing  but 
true  friendfhip  alone  can  infpire.  Ail  Eu¬ 
rope  has  acknowledged,  in  the  meafures  of 
which  her  Imperial  Pvlajefty  has  taken  fince 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  England 
and  Holland,  towards  eftablifhing  the  peace 
between  thefe  two  powers,  the  fentiments 
that  animate  all  the  actions  of  that  Sovereign, 
her  defire  of  procuring  the  good  of  mankind, 
in  general,  and  that  of  her  allies  in  particu¬ 
lar,  The  Ring  has  followed  and  applauded 
thefe  meafures,  with  all  that  mtereft  he  ever 
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feels  when  the  Emprefs’s  glory  is  concerned. 
He  was  perfuaded  that  her  Imperial  Majedy, 
having  confidered  the  Hate  and  lituation  of 
of  the  republic  of  Holland,  muft  have  found, 
by  her  great  fpirit  of  penetration,  with  which 
flie  is  always  fare  of  feeing  things  in  their  pro¬ 
per  light,  new  reafonsforaugmentingher  deli  re, 
which  the  goodnefsof  her  heart  firft  infpired,  of 
bringing  a  peace  about  beneficial  for  England, 
but  necelfarv  for  Holland.  Indeed,  one  needs 
only  to  call  his  eyes  on  the  lituation  the  re¬ 
public  was  in,  before  England's  declaration  of 
war,  to  convince  himfelf  how  much  this  event 
was  to  its  difadvantage,  and  how  fatal  it  may 
Hill  prove  to  its  fiouriftiing  date,  its  extenlive 
and  lucrative  commerce,  the  fruits  both  of  a 
long  peace  and  its  natural  indudry  ;  in  a  word 
every  thing  contributed  to  render  a  war  for¬ 
midable  to  an  independant  republic,  enjoying 
all  the  advantages  which  had  been  fecured  to 
it  by  the  feveral  treaties  of  commerce,  con¬ 
cluded  between  it  and  the  belligerent  powers;1 
in  which  date,  its  breaking  with  England  was 
a  true  misfortune  for  the  republic  *  and  it 

feems  the  little  foliditv  of  rcafons  that  occafioa 

•*  ^ 
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the  rupture,  ferves  to  render  its  cafe  more  in- 
terefting.  One  cannot  but  plainly  fee  that  a 
limple  project  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  ;  a 
treaty  which  muff  needs  prefuppofe  the  inde- 
pendance  of  the  American  States  being  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  England,  becaufe  it  can  never 

have  any  effect  before  that  period,  is  but  a 

\ 

weak  reafon  for  breaking  with  an  old  friend 
and  ally ;  if  this  reafon  be  maturely  weighed, 
by  an  equitable  pofterity,  it  cannot  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  conlidered  as  a  pretext  for  covering  the 
diffatisfaftion  of  a  rival  nation,  in  point  of 
trade,  and  of  a  miniftry  which  is  accuftom- 
ed  to  let  itfelf  be  hurried  away  into  im¬ 
petuous  meafures,  Thefe  truths  can  as  little 
efcape  the  enlightened  wifdoin  of  her  Im¬ 
perial  Majefly,  as  they  can  fail  of  af¬ 
fecting  her  heart,  the  firft  emotion  of  which 

led  her  to  concert  means  for  preventing  the 

* 

evils  with  which  the  Republic  was  threaten¬ 
ed,  by  procuring  to  it  a  fpeedy  peace.  It  was 
a  new  misfortune  for  Holland,  that  England 
would  not  at  that  time  anfwer  the  generous 
views  of  the  Emprefs ;  and  if  the  Republic  faw 
itfelf  thereby  deprived  of  the  effects-, of  her  Ma- 
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jedy’s  good-will,  neverthclefs,  by  what  has 
iince  happened,  the  Republic  muft  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  it  owes  her  Imperial  Majedy 
lading  thanks  for  her  intentions  in  its  favour. 
It  is,  indeed,  difficult  to  imagine  a  more  fatal 
change  than  that  which  the  fituation  of  the 
Republic  has  experienced,  by  a  war  of  fo  ffiort 
a  duration.  With  the  lofs  of  an  immenfe  com¬ 
merce,  its  only  ftrength,  its  principal  refource, 
it  has  forfeited  alfo  a  confiderable  fiffiery, 
which  alone  was  worth  a  mine  of  gold  to  it. 
Its  colonies  in  America  have  been  attacked, 
and  nobody  even  knows  in  whofe  hands  they 
may  be  at  prefect. -  The  greater  part  of  its 
poffeffions  in  the  Ead  Indies,  conquered  and 
preferved  with  lo  great  expences  and  cares, 
are  lod  to  it  :  And,  in  fine,  to  render  its 
misfortunes  complete,  it  fees  itfelf  blocked  up, 
the  greater  part  of  the  year,  in  its  own  har- 
hours,  and  its  veffels  hindered  from  going  in 
or  out.  The  natural  effeft  of  all  thofe  accu¬ 
mulated  calamities  has  been,  to  draw  the  Re¬ 
public  into  the  neceffity  of  fiding  more  clofe- 
ly  with  France,  againd  the  common  enemy, 
and  to  ftrengthen  the  ties  which  alone  are  its 
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refource  during  the  war,  and  muff  procure  its 
fecurity  at  the  peace.  It  was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  throwing  itfelf  fo  entirely  into  the 
arms  of  that  power,  that  little  is  wanting  to 
render  it  entirely  dependent  on  France  ;  and 
the  demolition  of  the  barrier  towns  has  com¬ 
pleted  a  fyftem  which  theneceffitv  of  war  had 
begun.  I  bus,  by  a  leries  of  diiagreeable  cir- 
cumftances,  the  Republic  finds  itfelf  out  of 
condition  to  accept  the  benefits  which  her  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty  has  never  ceafed  to  offer  it,  and 
which  its  enemy  has  hindered  it  from  turning 
to  its  advantage,  at  the  time  when  it  might 
have  been  able  to  do  lo.  If  we  fuppofe  it 
poffible,  however,  to  remove  the  obftacles 
which  are  at  prefent  in  the  way  of  a  feparate 
peace  between  England  and  Holland,  it  would 
then  become  the  province  of  the  Emprefs,  as 
mediatrix  between  the  two  powers,  to  weigh 

I 

in  the  fcales  of  natural  equity,  if  the  Re¬ 
public  is  to  make  its  peace  without  being 

/ 

replaced  almoft  into  the  fame  ftate  as  before 
the  war  breaking  out,  without  being  put  in 
poffeffion  of  its  colonies  and  comptoirs  in  the 
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the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  and  without  receiv¬ 
ing  fome  indemnification,  for  the  immenfeloffes 
caufed  by  the  (topping  of  its  commerce  only. 
It  is  true,  England  propofes  the  renewing  of 
the  treaty  of  1674.  It  even  offers  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  with  regard  to  the  republic,  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  north¬ 
ern  powers;  and  this  laft  offer  is  without  doubt 
a  very  favourable  omen  for  thefe  powers,  but 
it  is  not  yet  generally  made  known  ;  and  even, 
fuppoftng  it  to  be  fo,  would  that  be  enough 
for  the  Dutch  ?  This  is  a  point  on  which 
the  King  entirely  fufpends  hi?  opinion :  He  has 
not  taken  the  defence  of  their  caufe  upon 
himfelf,  nor  does  he  intend  to  plead  it  here  : 
the  only  thing  he  means  to  fliow,  is,  that  a 
particular  peace  between  England  and  Hol¬ 
land  will  be  incomparably  more  difficult  to 
bring  about  at  the  prefent  juncture,  than  it 
was  immediatly  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  ;  that  is  to  fay,  at  the  time,  the  Emprefs 
made  her  firft  offers  of  mediation. 


The  King  faw,  with  regret,  the  obftacles 
hat  oppofed  the  glorious  delign  to  which  the 
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Emprefs’s  philanthropy,  and  her  benevo¬ 
lent  fpirit,  had  prompted  her;  and  a  juft  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  confidence  file  fhewed 
him,  and  his  friendfhip  for  her  perfon,  oblige 
him  to  prefent  thofe  obftacles  to  the  eyes  of 
her  Imperial  Majefty,  in  the  fame  light  in 
which  he  fees  them  himfelf ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  his  Majefty  finds,  to  his  ft  ill  greater 
pleafure,  in  the  known  fentiments  and  gocd 
offices  which  her  Imperial  Majefty  has  al¬ 
ready  offered  for  a  general  pacification,  and 
in  the  affociation  of  the  Northern  Powers,  the 
fufficient  means  of  fully  attaining,  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  circumftances,  the  glorious  aim  which 
her  Imperial  Majefty  and  her  allies  have  pro- 
pofed  to  themfelves ;  and,  by  one  or  the  other 
of  thefe  meafures,  his  Majefty  feels  a  true  fa- 
tisfaclion  in  being  able  to  difclofe  his  fenti- 

i 

ments  on  thefe  fubjects  towards  her  Imperial 
Majefty,  with  all  that  confidence  which  her 
threat  penetration  and  her  perfect  friendlhip, 
fo  precious  to  his  Majefty,  infpires  him  with. 

It  is  evident,  that  lince  the  change  that 
took  place  laft  Spring  in  the  Englifh  Miniftry^ 

affairs 
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affairs  are  greatly  haftening  towards  a  general 
pacification.  France  and  England,  both  alike 
tired  of  an  expendve  war,  feeing  themfelves 
flopped  by  the  circumftance  of  America’s  in¬ 
dependency,  an  objeff  which  the  former  mud 
abfolutely  in  fid  upon,  and  the  late  Englilh 
Minidry  always  obdinately  refufed  to  com¬ 
ply  with ;  but  that  obdacle  feeming  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  by  the  fentiments  which  the  following 
minidry  announced,  and  the  prefent  appears 
to  have  equally  adopted,  a  direft  negociation 
was  foon  opened  at  Paris.  It  is  true,  that 
the  expences  of  the  prefent  campaign,  the  de~ 
fire  of  feeing  its  iffue,  and  the  intered  of  the 
French  allies,  elpecially  Spain,  may  probably 
flop  the  fpeedy  effect  of  this  negociation  for  a 
moment,  but  the  campaign  being  once  finifh- 
ed,  it  may  greatly  be  prefumed  that  matters 
will  foon  be  fettled,  and  the  more  fo,  as  the 
expedition  which  Spain  is  going  to  undertake 
againft  Gibraltar,  mud  by  that  time  either 
have  fucceeded  or  failed. 


In  this' date  of  affairs,  it  feems  lefs  to  be 
feared  that  the  belligerent  powers  will  re- 
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f life  making  their  peace,  than  it  is  to  be  dread¬ 
ed  that  they  will  finifh  their  differences  of 
their  own  accord,  and  without  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  any  one  whoever.  It  is  clear  how  pre¬ 
judicial  fuch  a  peace  may  prove  to  the  caufe 
of  the  neutral  powers,  a  caufe  which  her  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty,  together  with  the  King  and 
her  other  allies,  have  fo  glorioufly  fupported, 
and  hitherto  with  fo  much  fuccefs.  One  mull 
be  perfaaded  that  England  nevef  cordially  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  principles  adopted  in  the  con¬ 
tention  of  the  armed  neutrality,  and  if  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  feemed  lefs  inclined  to  op- 
pofe  them,  yet  their  object  is  too  foreign  to 
its  intereft,  that  one  lliould  expedt  its  med¬ 
dling  with  them  in  an  effential  manner  at  a 
peace  where  France  will  have  fo  many  con¬ 
cerns,  infinitely  dearer  to  it  to  fettle. 

Every  thing  feems  therefore,  in  this 
juncture,  to  invite  her  Imperial  Majefty,  the 
Emprels  of  Ruffia,  and  her  allies,  to  crown,  by 
a  ftep  which  has  all  appearance  of  proving 
decifive,  the  noble  and  glorious  efforts  which 
they  haye  never  ceafed  to  make  for  fettling 

the 
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the  rights  of  neutral  nations  on  a  folid,  and 
immoveable  balls.  To  this  end  the  King  pro- 
pofes  his  opinion  to  the  great  penetration  of 
the  Emprefs,  that  the  only  effectual  means  of 
gaining  this  point,  would  be,  that  her  Imperial 
Majelty,  together  with  all  the  allies  that  have 
taken  a  part  in  the  maritime  convention,  Ihould 
propofe  to  the  belligerent  powers  the  eltablifh- 
ing  of  the  congrefs,  in  which  the  different  con¬ 
cerns  both  of  the  powers  at  war,  and  of  the 
neutral  Hates,  Ihould  be  examined  and  termi¬ 
nated.  The  Emperor  of  the  Romans  having 
hitherto  fhared  the  trouble  which  her  Majelty 
the  Emprefs  gave  herfelf  for  the  general  paci¬ 
fication,  and  being  belides  tied  to  the  concerns 
of  the  naval  powers,  affociated  for  the  fupport 
of  the  liberty  of  trade,  by  engagements  which 
that  Prince  has  on  that  account  entered  into 
with  the  Emprefs,  will  certainly  receive  with 
joy  every  overture  that  her  majelty  would 
make  to  him  for  joining  the  northern  powers 
in  fuch  a  Itep.  His  mediation  already  offered, 
his  power  and  his  credit  with  the  different 
Hates  at  war  cannot  fail  of  giving  his  reprefen- 
tations  a  great  weight,  and  of  accelerating  the 

fkccefs 


MEMOIRS,  CSV.  RELATIVE  TO 


*5° 

faccefs  of  two  objects  which  are  propofed  by 
a  congrefs,  viz.  the  pacification,  and  the  fet¬ 
tling  of  a  maritime  code  of  Laws.  For  the 
fame  end,  the  King  leaves  it  to  the  Emprefs’s 
deciflon,  whether  it  would  not  be  fit  to  em_ 
ploy  her  credit  with  the  King  of  Pruffia,  to  en¬ 
gage  that  Prince  to  efpoufe*  with  ail  that 
warmth  which  the  importance  of  the  fubject 
requires,  the  concerns  of  the  common  caufe  : 
this  would  be  nothing  more  than  a  confe- 
quence  drawn  from  thofe  principles  which 
made  him  defire  entering  into  the  affociation  of 
the  maritime  powers  :  and  his  great  perfona! 
qualities,  together  with  that  confideration 
which  he  has  fo  defervedly  acquired  by  them* 
would  render  every  ftep  that  he  fhould 
take  effe&ually  advantageous  to  the  general 
vood. 

o 

It  is  eafy  to  forefee  what  effed  an  effort 
made  of  a  fudden,  and  at  the  fame  time,  by  the 
mightieft  dates  of  Europe,  muft  inevitably  have 
on  the  belligerent  powers.  This  impreflion 
will  be  the  ftronger,  as  they  cannot  but  foon 
feel  that  what  is  propofed  to  them  is  by  no 
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pieans  againft  their  intered,  nor  can  have  any 
noxious  influence  on  it.  On  the  contrary, 
the  projected  congrefs  feems  to  be  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  mud  render  it  agreeable  to  the  whole 
world.  The  plenipotentiaries  of  the  dates  at 
war,  feeing  themfclves  afiembled  in  one  and 
the  fame  place,  will  examine  and  finifli  with 
greater  eafinefs  the  differences  or  their  courts. 
Should  any  one  of  the  neutral  power  be  ac¬ 
cepted  to  execute  the  office  of  mediator  be¬ 
tween  any  of  the  belligerent  powers,  or  a- 

mong  them  all  in  general,  that  court  will  em- 

*  # 

ploy  all  its  endeavours  to  accomplifh  its  talk. 
The  reft  may  watch  over  their  caufe,  and,  by 

m  . 

this  means,  a  double  advantage  will  be  gained, 

the  fettling  of  a  folid  peace,  and  the  cftablifli- 

* 

ing  of  maritime  laws,  with  all  that  fplendor 
and  all  that  fecuritv,  with  which  thofe  of  the 
German  Empire  we.re  fixed  by  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia;  and  by  this  the  aim  will  be  at¬ 
tained,  which  her  Majefty  and  her  allies  ever 
had  in  view  by  their  maritime  convention, 
and  to  which  all  their  fteps  have  been  con- 
flantly  directed  ;  and  a  glorious  and  ufeful 

work 
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work  will  be  linifhed,  which  will  ever  claim 
the  gratitude  of  future  ages. 

« 

It  is  clear  that,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  gene¬ 
ral  and  a  lading  peace,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
dances,  the  plenipotentiares  of  the  United  Pro- 

viaces  of  America  mud  be  called  to  the  con- 

*  *  / 

grefs  ;  but  this  article  cannot  give  rife  to  any 
difficulty,  as  England  can  have  no  more  re¬ 
pugnance  to  treat  with  them,  fince  the  Britifli 
minifters  have  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the 
obftinacy  of  the  late  miniftry,  in  endeavouring 
to  reduce  North  iVmerica  ;  and  thole  who  are 
at  prefent  in  place,  declare,  that  they  never, 
will  refufe  acknowledging  its  independency. 

If  the  plan  which  the  King  propofes  be  ad^ 
opted,  nothing  will  remain,  but  to  determine 
the  terms  in  which,  the  propofals  are  to  be 
couched,  and  they  will  be  eafily  agreed  upon  * 
and  the  neceffary  inftrudtions  in  confequence 
given  to  the  minifters  redding  at  the  bellige¬ 
rent  courts.  The  King  is  of 'opinion,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  give  thefe  propofals  too  great 
weight,  and  that  it  would  be  therefore  eflen- 

tial 
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tial  to  have  them  made  at  the  fame  time  to 
every  one  of  thefe  Courts,  by  the  minifters 
of  all  thofe  powers  that  contributed  towards 
that  work.  It  will  be  likewife  eafy  to  agree 
on  the  place  where  the  Congrefsis  to  be  held  ; 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  Mentz,  Francfort,  or  any 
other  free  imperial  town,  the  neareft  that  is 
pofiible  for  all  thofe  who  may  have  any  thing 
to  do  there,  will  fer\e  the  turn. 


The  King  experts,  with  a  great  deal  of  con¬ 
cern,  to  hear  her  Imperial  Majelty’s  fenti- 
ments  on  the  plan  which  he  has  laid  before 
her  eyes;  but  whatever  they  be,  his  Majefty 
is  perluaded,  that  the  Emprefs  mult  find  in  it 
a  proof  of  his  tender  friendfhip,  his  perfed 
confidence,  his  love  of  their  mutual  glory, 
and  his  invariable  adherence  •  to  principles 
which  he  prides  himfelfin  having  conftantly 
followed  with  her  Imperial  Majefty. 

Done  at  Drottringholm,  the  7th  of 

Auguft,  1782. 

T  (S) 
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(S) 

Note  for  Baron  cl’  Albedyhill ,  the  King  of  Sweden's 

Charge  des  affairs  at  Petersburg. 

1  he  Emprefs  was  very  fenfible  of  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  cordiality  with  which  his  Majefty 
the  King  of  Sweden  explained  himfelf  to- 
wards  her,  in  a  note  lately  delivered  by  his 

charge  des  affaires,  on  the  prefent  fituation  of 
Europe. 

Her  Majefty,  entirely  convinced  that  noth¬ 
ing  can  be  added  to  the  judicious  reflections, 
and  to  the  choice  of  the  means  propofed  by 
the  King,  with  refpecl  to  the  grand  aim  of  a 
general  pacification,  and  the  confoiidation  of 
the  neutrai  fyftem  which  was  fo  happily  found- 
ed  by  their  united  efforts,  can  affure  his  Swe- 
diff  Majefty,  that  nothing  relating  hereto  has 
efcaped  his  attention. 

The  Emprefs  has  ever  been  engaged,  down 
to  the  prefent  time,  in  concert  with  the  Em¬ 
peror 
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peror  of  the  Romans,  her  co-mediator,  and 

i 

her  co-partner,  by  his  acceffion  to  the  fame 
principles,  with  the  effential  talk  of  protecting 
the  rights  of  neutral  nations  ;  and  fhe  will 
certainly  omit  nothing,  at  the  conclulion  of  a 
general  peace  between  the  belligerent  powers, 
which  may  add  force  to  the  faid  fyftem,  and 
render  it  of  a  permanent  duration,  and  to 
make  it  pafs  over  by  the  confent  and  acceffion 

of  thole  very  powers  to  it,  into  a  general  law 
for  all  the  nations. 

As  for  the  reft,  the  King’s  zealous  fenti- 
xnents  in  favour  of  the  fame  concerns,  his  im¬ 
partiality,  his  penetration,  which  are  fo  well 
known  to  the  Emprefs,  leave  her  Majelly  no 
room,  to  doubt,  that  in  time  and  place,  his 
Swediffi  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  co-operate 
with  all  his  force  towards  the  forwarding  of 
the  common  caufe,  and  to  bring  it  to  a  good 
and  happy  end. 

Done  at  St  Petersburg,  the  7th  of 
September,  1782. 
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COPIES  SUR  LEG  ORICINAUX. 


(A) 


Be  la  Cour  de  Petcrjburgy  a  (elle  de  Madrid , 


iE  Conful  de  1’  Imperatrice  a  Cadix,  avoit 
a  peine  eu  le  terns  de  donner  Connoiffance  a  fa 
cour  de  la  refolution  inattendue  de  celle  d; 
Madrid,  d’amener  tous  les  batimens  neutres, 
deftines  vers  la  Mediterranee,  dans  ce  port, 
etd’yvendre  au  plus  offrant  leurs  charges, 
fans  le  confentement  et  la  participation,  non 
feulement  des  proprietaires,  mais  nieme  des 
confuls  de  leurs  nations  y  refidens ;  qu’il  fut 
forme  des  plaintes  formelles  de  differens  fujets 
Ruffes  fur  ces  entraves  mifes  au  commerce,  et 
&  la  furete  commune  qui  en  fait  la  bafe. 


IS8  ME  MOIRES, 

Tandisque  quelques  uns  en  efluyent  dej-i 
les  funeftes  eflfets,  d’autres  juftement  allarmes, 
fe  voyent  arretes  dans  leurs  fpeculations,  et  ‘ 
rcduits  a  abandonner  les  projets  fenfes,  formes 
dans  des  vues  egalement  avantageufes  pour 
lax  et  1  Empire  dont  i Is  fontfujets.  Du  nom- 
bre  des  premiers,  fe  trouve  lamaifon  de  com¬ 
merce  des  Sieurs  Ruitger,  Van  Brienen,  fils 
et  compagnie,  etablie  a  Archangel*  elle  avoit 
charge  pour  ion  propre  compte,  de  moitie  avec 
celle  de  Hoppe  et  Comp,  a  Amfterdam,  fous 
la  raifon  de  cette  derniere,  Ie  vaifleau  Concor¬ 
dia,  Capitaine  Hans  Janfen,  de  quatre  mille 
muids  de  froment.  II  etoit  d’abord  deftine 
pour  Lifbonne,  d’  ou  il  devoit  fe  rendre  aBar- 
celone,  de  la  a  Marfeille,  Genes,  ou  Livourne, 
fuivant  fa  convenance,  et  en  fe  reglant  fur  le 
prix  de  cette  denree,  et  fur  la  probability  du 
gain,  comme  cela  f’efl  pratique  en  tons  terns 
parmi  les  Negociants.  Tels  etoient  les  termes 
du  contract:  pafie  avec  le  Capitaine  du  vaiffeau, 
qui,  avant  qu’il  eut  eu  le  terns  de  lever  Pancre, 
fat  inftruit  par  fes  commettans  fur  des  avis 
qui  leur  etoient  venus  de  la  difette  de  froment 

s 

a 


m  ;  iC ' 

•  -  ,;vv' 


• 


-  .-C'  '..v' 


MEMOiR.ES,  &C. 


15  9 


a  Barcelone,  d’y  diriger  immediatement  fa 
route  :  en  confequence,  le  vailTeau  mit  a  la 
voile  pour  Barcelone,  etpourfuivit  fon  voyage 
jufqu’  au  detroit  de  Gibraltar,  ou  il  fe  trouva 
arrete  par  une  Cliebeque  Efpagnole,  fans  qu’il 
fut  donne  la  plus  legere  attention  ni  a  fa  dedi- 
nation,  ni  a  fa  charge,  qui  appartenoit  incon- 
teftablement  a  des  proprietaires  neutres.  On 
le  conduifit  au  contraire  a  Cadix,  ou  toute 
cette  chaige  a  etc  vendue  a  l’encan,  a  quatorze 
mille  pefos  de  moins  qu’elle  n’auroit  produit 
au  Pfix  courant  de  Barcelone. 

1  , 

1 

Il  y  a  des  avis  fur  d’autres  infradions,  com- 
mifes  egalement  contre  la  furete  generale  du 
commerce,  et  en  particulier  au  detriment  des 

fujets  Ruffes,  mais  dont  on  n’a  pas  encore  ap~ 
pris  le  detail. 

Sa  Majefte  Imperiale  ffa  pu  voir,  fans  fur- 
pine,  la  Cour  de  Madrid  fe  decider  a  un  parti 
auffi  extreme,  contre  la  navigation  et  le  com¬ 
merce  ae  toutes  les  nations  neutres,  tandis  que 
1’ufage  re?u  et  refpecle  au  plus  fort  de  la 
guerre  me  me,  refireint  un  tel  droit  a  des  for- 
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terefles  et  villes  ennemies  bloquees  et  affiegees, 
cas  ou  fe  trouve  inconteftablement  la  feule 

9 

forterefle  de  Gibraltar.  On  peut  fe  rapporter 
a  l’egard  de  ces  principes  a  ceux  qu’avoit 
etablis  le  Gouveinement  Efpagnol,  lorfque  fa 
guerre  fut  declaree  contre  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
et  qui  ne  portoient  rien  moins  qu’une  liberte 
et  incolumite  entiere  du  commerce  de  toutes 
les  nations  neutres.  Dans  la  lettre  meme  que 
M.  le  Comte  de  Florida  Bianca  avoit  addref- 
fee  le  10  Juillet  1779,  par  ordre  de  fa  Majef- 
te  Catholique,  a  tous  les  miniftres  etrangers 
refidans  a  Madrid,  cette  Cour-ci  fe  referve  la 
feule  faculte  d’examiner  les  vailfeaux  foup^on- 
nes  de  fuivre  la  route  de  Gibraltar,  et  declare 
couloir  detenir  uniquement  ceux  qui  y  di- 
rigeront  leur  route  contre  1  objet  du  blocus. 
Aucune  puiffance  n’eft  fans  doute  en  droit  de 
demander  a  cet  egard  a  la  cour  de  IXiadnu, 
des  complaifances  ou  exceptions  incompatibles 
avec  le  droit  des  gens,  et  les  loix  revues  par- 
mi  les  nations;  mais  il  n’eft  pas  moins  conftant, 
que  d’un  autre  cote,  l’equite  et  la  juftice 
follicitent  la  fatisladlion  due  aux  iujets  de 

x  S.  M.  I. 
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S.  M.  I.  de  toutes  les  Ruffles  que  par  Ton  ordre 
expres  fon  Miniftere  eft  charge  de  reclamer : 
die  fe  reduit  principalement  a  ce  qui  fuit. 

i  mo,  Que  tous  batimens  neutres,  qui  fe  trou- 

'  t  \ 

vent  charges  en  entier  ou  en  partie  de  propri¬ 
ety  Ruffes,  amenes  de  force  et  detenus  contre 
leur  gre,  foit  a  Cadix,  foit  dans  d’autres  ports 

d’Efpagne,  foient  inceffament  relaches  pour 

» 

continuer  leur  route  vers  l’endroit  de  leur  de- 
ftination,  a  l’exception  des  places  bloquees, 
comme  eft  la  forte reffe  de  Gibraltar. 

2do,  Que  toute  perte  et  domages  caufes  par 
des  detentions  violentes,  failles,  ventes  forcees, 
et  par  les  differences  des  prix  qui  en  font  la 
fuite,  ou  par  telle  autre  demarche  arbitrage 
dont  viennent  a  fouffrir  les  fujets  Ruffes  ;  et 
nomement,  dans  le  cas  prefent,  la  maifon  de 
R.  van  Brienen,  Fils,  et  Compagnie,  foient 
compenfes,  et  qu’il  fc;t  pourvu  a  leur  dedo- 
magement  prompt  et  plenier  :  Et,  enfin, 

i  • 

3^Queles°rdresd’amener  tousles  vaiffeaux 

•f' ' 

U  neutres. 
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neutrcs,  fans  diftiiuftion  a  Cadi^,  ou  ailleurs. 
foient  inceffament  leves. 

II  n’eft  pas  neceffaire  d’etaler  ici  des  rations 

qui  doivent  porter  Sa  Majefte  Catholique  a  re- 

/ 

drefler  les  griefs  de  tant  de  nations.  La  bon- 
lie  foi,  qui  fait  la  bale  de  tout  commerce,  la 
furete  fans  laquclle  il  n’en  exifte  pas  du  tout, 
et  le  prejudice  qui  refulteroit  de  fon  inter¬ 
ruption,  cn  font  de  trcp  graves  pour  qu’elles 
puifient  echapper  a  un  Prince,  jufte  et  e- 
quitable,  et  aux  lumieres  de  fon  miniftere. 
ii  eft  des  conliderations  qui  out  un  rap¬ 
port  particular  a  la  Ruffle  et  a  l’Efpagne, 
dont  le  commerce  diredl  vient  feulement 
a  s’etablir  a  Pavantage  mutuel  des  deux 
nations,  etqu’il  feroit  bien  affligeant  de  voir 
etoaffer,  lqrfqu’  a  peine  il  avait  pris  quelque. 
confiftance. 

Il  a  ete  forme  par  tout  des  plaintes  contre 
la  Grande  Bretagne,  et  les  Cours  de  Madrid  et 
de  Verfailles  en  ont  fait  fouvent  que  cette 
I  uiflance-la  troubloit  la  liberte  du  commerce  ; 
cependant  la  Cour  de  Londres  a  toujours  pris 

fortement 
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fortement  a  coeur  de  contenter  les  ncgociants 

•  t 

neutres  dont  les  charges  ont  ete  failles,  con- 
formement  a  leurs  propres  failures,  et  en  y 
ajoutant  meme  un  profit  raifonnable.  Si  cette 
maniere  d*agir  s’eit  attire  dejuftes  reproches, 
combien  plus  etranges  ne  doivent  pas  paroitre 
aux  yeux  de  toutes  les  nations,  les  principes 
adftuellement  adoptes  en  Efpagne  : 

« 

Sa  Majefte  Imperiale  a  donne  trop  de  preu- 
Ves  de  fa  bonne  foi,  de  fa  candeur,  et  de  fon 
impartiality,  pour  qu’elle  ne  puifTe  fe  promet- 
tre  avec  une  entiere  confiance  de  retrouver  ces 
fentimens  dans  fa  Majefte  Catholique,  et  at- 
tendre  de  fon  amitie,  et  de  fon  equite,  la  jufte 
fatisfaclion  due  a  fes  fujets,  dont  elle  affec- 

1 

tionne  particulierement  1’interet  et  les  a  van¬ 
tages. 

A  St  Feterfbourg,  le  24  Janvier  1780. 


V. 

XJ  2 


Nots 


~ 


meMoirs, 


Note  pour  Mcnf.  de  Nor  ma  f ides ,  Charge  des  Affaires  de 

5 .  Majejie  Catholiqiie . 


Il  eft  connu  a  la  Cour  de  Madrid,  par  la  note 
recemment  remite,  avec  combien  pen  de  ma¬ 
nagement  il  a  ete  difpofe  a  Cadix  de  la  pro¬ 
priety  d’un  fujet  Ruffe  chargee  dans  un  vaif- 
ieau  Hollandois,  Concordia,  Capitaine  Hans 
Janfen,  allant  d' Archangel  a  Barcelone.  Si 
cette  demarche,  entierement  contraire  au  droit 
general  des  gens,  et  aux  ullages  recus  entre  les' 
nations  commercantes  et  amies,  n’a  pu  qiff 
exciter  la  fenfibilite  de  Plmperatrice,  elle  adut 
particulierement  etre  affectee  par  le  compte 
que  vient  de  rendre  le  conful  de  Ruffle  a  Ca¬ 
dix  du  procede  qu’on  s’eft  permis  contre  le 
vaiffeau  marchand  Ruffe  le  St  Nicolas,  Capi¬ 
taine  Jean  Landlchoff,  appartenant  au  nego- 
m  * 

ciant  de  Peterfbourg,  Jaques  Chadimirofffky- 
Ce  batiment,  charge  pour  le  compte  du  dit 
negociant  de  942  facs  de  bled,  pour  Malaga  et 

Livournc, 
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■Livourne,  dont  le  retour  devoit  confifter  dans 


tin  enlargement  de  vins  d’Efpagne,  a  ete  pris 


et  conduit  a  Cadix  par  le  Sieur  Arthuro  Mo¬ 
reno,  ou  Ton  a  enleve  tons  les  documents,  du 
Capitaine,  et  fans  avertir  le  conful  de  Rufiie  y 
etabli,  ni  prevenir  le  capitaine  de  produire  fa 
juft  ideation,  ont  ete  vendus  •  on  n’a  pas  memo 
cite  dans  Faffiche  de  la  vente  le  pavilion,  com- 
me  e’eft  d’ufage  a  l’egard  des  autres  nations. 
Moinsque  la  Gqur  Imperiale  de  Ruflie  pour- 
voit  s’attendre  a  un  defan t  ft  manque  d’egards 
pour  fa  neutrality,  et  pour  la  liberte  du  com¬ 
merce  de  fes  fujets,  plus  elle  fe  voit  fondee  a 
porter  fes  juftes  plaintes  a  la  Cour  de  Madrid  ; 
fur  tout  ce  qu’il  y  a  d’irregulier  et  d'arbitraire 
dans  la  conduite  de  fes  officiers.  Le  Miniftere 
de  Ruffle,  muni  d’ordres  expres  et  pofitifs  de 
fa  Majefte  Imperiale,  s’empreffe  d’inviter 
Moniieur  le  Charge  d’ Affaires  de  porter  ces 
plaintes  a  la  connoiffance  de  &  Cour,  et  y 
joint  la  requifition  formelle,  d’une  reftitutiori 
entiere  de  la  valeur  des  propriety  appartenant.es 
aux  fujets  de  fa  Majefte  Imperiale,  et  d’un 
dedomagement  des  pertes  auxquelles  ils  ont 
ete  expofes,  ou  qu’ils  pourroient  efiuyer  dans 


la 
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la  fuite.  II  remplit  encore  les  intentions  cle  fit 

Souveraine,  en  requerant  qu’il  foit  permis  a 
tout  vaifieau  Ruffe,  detenu  d’une  maniere  a  u  fi¬ 
ll  illegale  de  pourfuivre  inceffament  fa  route, 

pour  fe  rendre  a  fa  deltination,  et  qu’il  foit  in- 

' 

hibition  expreffe  faite  a  tout  vaifieau  de  guerre, 
o,u  armateur  Efpagnol,  de  troubler  la  naviga¬ 
tion  et  le  commerce  de  Ruffle,  ou  de  manquer 
nux  egards  dus  a  fon  pavilion  et  a  fa  neutra¬ 
lity. 


L’Imperatrice  a  une  trop  grande  opinion 
de  la  fa^on  de  penfer  de  fa  Majefte  Catholique^ 
et  de  fon  fentiment  fur  ce  que  fe  doivent  re- 
ciproquement  les  fouverains,  ce  qu’  exige  leur 
dignite,  le  bien  etre  de  leurs  fujets,  et  les  obli¬ 
gations  qui  en  refill  tent,  pour  qu’elle  ne  fe  per- 
fuade  que  ces  griefs  ne  manqueront  pas  d’etre 
redreffes  des  auffitdt  qu’ils  auront  ete  mis  fous 
les  veux  du  Roi  :  et  q  if  une  fatisf  action 
prompte  et  eclatante  levera  tout  fujet  de 
plainte,  en  retabliffant  la  confiance  et  la  fure- 


te  dont  dependent  la 


viaueur  et  Fadtivite  de 


tout  commerce  parmi  les  nations. 
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Premiere  Declaration  de  P  Imperatrice  de  R 
ijfances  Belligerantes ,  pour  etablir  les 
Neat  res  pour  la  Liberie  des  Commerce . 


ujfie  cux  Pu- 
Prim  ipes  des 
Fevr .  1 780. 


’ I m pe r at r i ge  cle  toutes  les  Ruffies  ail 
bien  manifefte  fes  fentimens  de  juftice,  d’equi- 
te,  et  de  moderation,  qui  l’animent,  et  a  donne 

i-.  ,■  r  w  *'  . 

des-preuves  fi  evidentes,  pendant  le  eours  de 
la  guerre  qu’eile  avoir  a  foutenir  contre  la 
Porte  Ottomane,  des  egards  qu’eile  a  pour  les 
droits  de  la  neutralite  et  de  la  liberte  du  com¬ 
merce  general,  qu’ellt  peut  s’en  rapporter  aux 
temoignages  de  toute  l’Europe. 


Cette  conduite,  ainfi  que  les  principes 
d’impartialite  qu’eile  a  deployes  pendant  la 
guerre  aduelle,  ont  du  lui  inlpirer  la  jufte 
confiance,  que  fes  fujets  jouiroient  pailible- 
ment  des  fruits  de  Icur  indullrie,  et  des  avan- 

tages  appartenants  a  toute  nation  neutre. _ 

^’experience  a  cependant  prouve  lecontraire. 

Ni 
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Ni  ces  confiderations  la,  ni  les  egards  dus  a 
ce  que  prefcrit  le  droit  des  gens  univerfel, 
n’ont  pu  empecher  que  les  fujets  de  S.  M.  L 
rfaient  ete  fouvent  moleftes  dans  leur  naviga¬ 
tion,  et  arretes  dans  leurs  operations  par  celles 
des  puifiances  belligerantes. 


Ces  entraves  mifes  a  la  liberte  du  com¬ 
merce  general,  et  de  celui  de  Ruffle  en  parti- 
culier,  font  de  nature  a  exciter  V attention  des 
Souverains  et  de  toutes  les  nations  neutres ; 
I’lmperatrice  voit  refalter  pour  elle  1’obliga- 
tion  de  s’en  aftranchir  par  tons  les  moyen^ 
compatibles  avec  ia  dignite,  et  avec  le  bien 
de  fes  fuiets ;  mais  avant  d?en  venir  a  Pellet, 
et  dans  l’intention  fincere  de  prevenir  de  nou- 
velles  atteintes,  elle  a  era  etre  de  fa  juftice. 
d’expofer  aux  yeux  de  l’Europe  les  principes 
qu’elle  va  fuivre,  et  qui  font  propres  a  lever 
tout  mal-entendu,  et  ce  qui  pourroit  y  dormer 
lieu.  Elle  le  fait  avec  d’autant  plus  de  con- 
fiance,  qu’elle  trouve  conftgn6es  ces  principes 
dans  le  droit  primitif  des  peoples,  que  toute 
nation  eft  fondee  a  reclamer,  et  que  les  puii- 


fances  belligerantes  ne  faurolent  les  invalider 


fans. 
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fans  violer  les  loix  tie  la  neutrality  et  fans  deft 
avouer  les  maximes  qu’elles  out  adoptees  no- 
mement  dans  differents  trades  et  engagemens 

publics. 


Ies  fe  reduifent  aux  points  qui  fuivent 


imo,  Que  les  vaiffeaux  neutres  puifTent  na- 
viguer  librement  de  port  en  port,  et  fur  les 
cotes  des  nations  en  guerre. 


ido,  Que  les  effets  appurtenants  aux  fujets 
des  dites  puiftances  en  guerre  foient  libres  iui- 
des  vaiffeaux.  neutres,  a  l’exception  des  mar- 
chandifes  de  contrcbancie. 


olio,  Que  Tlmperatrice  fe  tient,  quant  a  la 
fixation  de  celles-ci  a  ce  qui  eft  enonce  dans  les 
articles  X.  et  XI.  de  fon  trade  de  commerce 
avec  le  Grande  Bretagne,  en  etendant  ces  ob¬ 
ligations  a.  toutes  les  puiftances  en  gueire. 


Que  pour  determiner  ce  qui  cm  actcrifc 
un  port  bloque,  on  n’accorde  cette  denomina¬ 
tion  qu’  a  celui  ou  il  y  a  par  la  difpofition  de 

X  la 
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lapuiflancequi  1’attaque  avec  des  vailfeaux  ar, 

r6t6s  et  fuffifammant  proches,  un  danger  evi- 
dent  d’y  entrer. 

Kto,  (^UE  ces  principes  fervent  de  regies  dans 
les  procedures  et  les  jugemens  fur  la  legalite 
des  pril'es.  Sa  Majelle  Imperiale  en  les  ma- 
mfeftant,  ne  balance  point  de  declarer,  que, 
pour  les  maintenir,  et  afin  de  protegcr  1’hou- 
neur  de  fon  pavilion,  la  furete  du  commerce, 
Ct  de  Ia  navigation  de  fes  fujets  centre  qui  que 
ce  foit,  eiie  rail  appareiller  une  partie  confide- 
lable  de  fes  forces  maritimes.  Cette  mefure 
n  influera  cependant  d’aucune  maniere  fur  la 
ftncle  et  rigoureufe  neutrality  qu’elle  a  fain- 


cement  oDlervee,  et  qu’elle  obfervera  tant 
qu’elle  ne  fera  provoquee  et  forcee  de  fortir 
des  bornes  de  moderation  et  d’impartialite  par 
mates ;  ce  n’eft  que  dans  cette  extremity  que 
fa  flotte  aura  ordre  de  fe  porter  par  tout  oii 
i  honneur,  l’interet,  et  ie  befoin  l’appelleront. 

En  connant  cette  aflurance  formelle,  avec 
la  franchife  propre  a  fon  caradere,  Plmpera- 
tnce  ne  pent  que  fe  promettre  que  les  puif- 


lances 
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fances  belligerantes,  penetrees  ties  fentimens 
de  juftice  et  d’equite  dont  elle  eft  animee, 
contribueront  a  l’accompliffement  de  ies  vucs 
falutaires,  qui  tendent  ft  manife  dement  a  1  u- 
tilite  de  toutes  les  nations,  et  a  l’avantage  me- 
me  de  celles  en  guerre  ;  qu’en  confequence  el- 
les  muniront  leurs  amirautes,  et  ofticiers  com¬ 
mandants,  d’inftrucftions  analogues  et  confbr- 
lires  aux  principes  ci-deflus  enonces,  puifes 
dans  le  code  primitif  des  peuples,  et  adoptes  ft 
forwent  dans  leurs  conventions* 


Convention 


'■M'. 
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Convention  Maritime  pour  le  Maintim  de  la  Lilerte  de  la 
Navigation  Neutre,  conclue  entre  Sa  Majejl'e  Imperiale, 
et  Sa  Majefle  le  Roi  de  Dannemarc  et  de  Norvege,  l 
Copenhague  ce  28  Juin-9  Juillet,  1780, 


^  piefentc  guei re  maritime,  allumee  entre 
la  Grande  Bretagne  d’un  c6td,  et  la  France  et 
1’Efpagne  de  1’autre,  ayant  porte  un  prejudice 
notable  an  commerce  et  a  la  navigation  des 
nations  neutres,  fa 'Majefle  1’Imperatrice  de 
toutes  les  Ruffles,  et  fa  Majefle  le  Roi  de  Dan- 
nemarc  et  de  Norvege,  toujours  attentives  a 
conciher  leur  dignite,  et  leurs  foins  pour  la 
furete  et  le  bonheur  de  leurs  fujets,  avec  les 
egards  qu’elles  ont  fi  fouvent  manifeftes  pour 
les  droits  des  peoples  en  general,  ont  reconnu 
la  neceffite  ou  elles  fe  trouvent  de  regler,  dans 
les  circonflances  prefentes,  leur  conduite  d’a- 
pres  ces  fentimens. 


Sa  Majefle  Imperiale  de  toutes  les  Ruffles 
a  avoue  a  ia  lace  de  FEurope,  au  moyen  de  fa 

declaration 
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declaration,  en  date  du  28  I  evrier  17-0,  t  .  - 
mife  aux  puiftances  actuellcment  cn  gue^r^, 
les  principes  puifes  clans  le  dioit  prinutit  oes 
nations,  qu’elle  reclame,  et  qu’elle  a  adoptes 
pour  regie  de  fa  condnite  pendant  la  gimrrc 
aduelle.  Cette  attention  de  l’Imperatrice  a 
veiller  an  maintien  des  droits  coramuns  des 
peuples,  nyant  ete  applaudie  par  toutes  les  na¬ 
tions  neutres,  les  a  reunies  dans  une  caufe  qui 
regarde  la  defenfe  de  leurs  interests  les  plus 
chers,  et  les  a  portees  a  s’occuper  ferieufement 
d’un  objet  precieux  pour  les  tems  prefens  et 
avenir,  en  tant  qu’il  importe  de  former  et  c.e 
reunir  en  un  corps  de  fyfteme  permanent  et 
immuable,  les  droits,  prerogatives,  bornes,  et 
obligations  de  la  neutrality  Sa  Majcfte  ie 
Roi  de  Dannemarc  et  de  Norvcge,  penetree 
de  ces  memes  principes,  les  a  egalement  eta- 
blis  et  reclames  dans  fa  dcclaratton  qu  d  a  fait 
remettre  le  8  Juillet  I'/uO,  aux  trois  ouiilan- 
ces belligerantes,  en  cjonrormite  dc  ceiie  c.e  3a 
Ruffie  ;  et  pour  le  fotitien  defquels,  fa  Majef- 
te  Danoife  a  meme  fait  arrner  une  partie  con- 
fiderable  de  fa  fiottc  ;  de  la  eft  refultc  l'accord 

tt 
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<°t  1’dnanimite  avec  lequels  fa  Majefte  l’lmpe- 
ratrice  de  toutes  les  Rufties,  et  fa  Majefte  It 
Roi  de  Danncmarc  et  de  Norvege,  en  confe- 
qacnce  de  leur  amitie  et  de  lent  confiance  re- 
eipioquc,  ainfi  que  de  la  conformite  des  in- 
terets  de  leurs  fujets,  ontjuge  a  propos  de  don- 
ner  an  moyen  d’une  convention  formelle,  une 
.Sanction  folemnelle,  aux  engagemens  mutuels 
a  prendre.  Pour  cet  effet,  leurs  dites  Maje- 
ftcs  ont  choifi  et  nomine  pour  leur  plenipoten- 
tiaires,  favoir  :  Sa  Majefte  Inlperiale  de  toutes 
les  Rufties,  le  Sieur  Charles  d’Often,  nomme 
Sacken*  Confeiller  d’Etat  actuel,  Chevalier  de 
I  oidie  de  S.  Anne  ;  Envoy e  Extraordinaire 
et  Miniftre  Plenipotentiaire  de  fa  dite  Majefte 
pics  de  la  Cour  de  Dannemarc,  &c.  :  et  fa  Ma¬ 
jefte  le  Roi  de  kJannentarc  et  de  Norvege,  le 
Sieur  Otto  Comte  de  Thott,  Confeiller  prive 
de  fon  Confeil,  Chevalier  de  l’ordre  de  1’Ele- 
phant,  &c.  •  le  Sieur  Joachim  Otto  de  Schack- 
Rathlou,  Confeiller  prive  de  fon  Confeil,  Che- 
'  al‘er  l’ordre  de  l’Elephant,  &c.  j  le  Sieur 
ft  an  Henri  d’Eickftedt,  Confeiller  prive  de 
fon  Confeil,  Gouverneur  de  S.  A.  Rle.  le 

Prince 
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Prince  Royal,  Chevalier  tie  l’ordre  de  1  ele¬ 
phant,  &c.  ;  et  le  Sieur  Andre  Pitne  Coime 
de  Bernftorfif,  Confeiller  prive  de  fon  ConEn,, 
Secretaire  d’Etat  pour  1c  departement  d  m- 
fairef  ctrangeres,  Difedteur  de  la  Chancvlle- 
rie  Allemande,  Chevalier  de  l’ordre  de  1’ Ele¬ 
phant,  &c.  ;  lefquels  apres  avoir  echange  en- 
tre  eux  leurs  plein-pouvoirs,  trouves  en  bonne 
et  due  forme,  ont  arrete  et  conclu  les  article:*, 
fuivants : 

a 


Article  L 

Leurs  dites  Majeftes  etant  fincerement  re-, 
folues  d’entretenir  conftamment  1’amitie  et 
I’harmonie  la  plus  parfaite  avec  les  puifTances 
adluellement  en  guerre,  et  de  continuer  a  ob- 
ferver  la  neutralite  la  plus  ftridte  et  la  pius  ex- 
acte  declarent  vouloir  tenir  la  main  a  la  plus 
rigeureufe  execution  dqs  defenfes  portees  con- 
tre  le  commerce  de  contreb^nde  de  leurs  (u- 
jets  avec  qui  ce  foit  des  puiffances  oeja  en 
guerre,  ou  qui  pourroient  v  entrer  dans  la 

Rate. 


Article 
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Article  IL 


tour,  eviter  toute  equivoque  et  tout  mat 
cntendu  fur  ce  qui  doit  etre  qualifie  de  con-, 
trabande  ia  Majefte  Imperiale  de  toutes  les 
Riufi.es  et  ia  Majefte  le  Roi  de  Dannemarc 
et  de  Norvege  declarent,  qu’elles  ne  recon- 
noiilent  pour  telles  que  les  marchandifes  com- 
pnles  four  cette  denomination  dans  les  traites. 
qui  fubftftent  entre  leurs  dites  Majeftes  et 
-’tine  ou  l  autre  des  puiiTanees  belligerantes, 
fa  Majefte  Imperiale  de  toutes  les  Emilies  fe 

rererant  nommement,  a  cet  cgard,  aux  articles 
X  et  XI  de  foil  traite  de  commerce  avec  la 
Grande  Bretagne  ;  elle  en  etend  les  obligations 
entierement  fondees  dans  le  droit  naturel,  aux 
Couronnes  de  France  et  d?Efpagne,  qui  rftont 
point  etc  liees  jusqift  ici  avec  fon  Empire  par 
aucun  engagement  formel  purement  relatif  au 
commerce.  Sa  Majefte  le  Roi  de  Dannemarc 
et  de  Norvege,  de  fon  cote,  fe  rapporte  auftl 
mommement  a  Particle  IIL  de  fon  traite  de 
commerce  avec  la  Grande  Bretagne,  et  aux 

articles 
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articles  XXVI  et  XXVII  de  fon  traite  de 

I  .  , 

commerce  avec  la  France,  et  etend  les  obliga¬ 
tions  de  celubci  a  l’Efpagne,  n’ayant  point  a- 
vec  cette  Couronne  des  engagemens  qui  deci- 
dent. 


'  *  , 

Article  III. 

La  contrebande  determinee  et  exclue  du 
commerce  des  nations  neutres,  en  conformite 
des  traites  et  ftipulations  exprefles  fubfiflantes 
entre  les  hautes  parties  contra&antes  et  les  pu- 
iffances  en  guerre,  et  nommement  en  vertu 
du  traits  de  commerce  conclu  entre  la  Rufiie 
et  la  Grande  Bretagne,  le  2c  Juin  1766  ;  ainli 
que  du  traite  de  commerce  conclu  entre  le 
Bannemarc  et  la  Grande  Bretagne  Ie  11  Juil- 
let  1670,  et  de  celui  conclu  entre  le  Danne- 
marc  et  la  France  le  23  d’Aout  1742.  Sa 
Majefte  Imperiale  de  toutes  les  Ruffies,  et  fa 
Majefte  JeRoi  de  Bannemarc  et  de  Norvege? 
entendent  et  veulent  que  tout  autre  traffique 
foit  et  rede  parfaitement  libre.  Leurs  Majef- 
tcs,  apres  avoir  deja  reclame  dans  leurs  decla- 

Y  rations. 
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rations,  faites  aux  puiffances  belligerantes,  ks 
principes  generaux  du  droit  naturel,  dont  la 
liberte  du  commerce  et  de  la  navigation,  de 
in  erne  que  les  droits  des  peoples  neutres,  font 
une  confequence  direfte,  ont  refolu  de  ne  les 
point  lailfer  plus  long  terns  dependre  d’une 
interpretation  arbitraire,  fuggeree  par  des  in^ 
terets  ifoles  et  momentanes.  Dans  cette  vue 
elles  font  convenues  :  i 


imo,  Que  tout  vaiffeau  peut  naviguer  libre- 
ment  de  port  en  port,  et  fur  les  cotes  des 
nations  en  guerre. 


2 do,  Que  les  efFets  appartenants  aux  fujets 
des  dites  puiffances  en  guerre,  foyentlibres  fur 
des  vaiffeaux  neutres,  a  F exception  des  mer- 
chandifes  de  contrabande. 


3 tioy  Que,  pour  determiner  ce  qui  caradter- 
ife  un  port  bloque,  on  n’accorde  cette  deno¬ 
mination  qu’  a  celui  ou  il  y  a  par  la  dilpofl- 
tion  de  la  puiffance  qui  Pattaque  avec  des  vaif- 
feaux  arretes  et  fufifamment  proches,  un  dan¬ 
ger  evident  d’entrer. 

4  to, 
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4 to,  Que  les  vaifieaux  neutres  ne  peuvent 

✓ 

etre  arretes  que  fur  de  juftes  caufes  et  faites  e- 

t 

videntes  ;  qu’ils  foyent  juges  fans  retard,  que  la 
procedure  foit  toujours  uniforme,  prompte  et 
legale,  et  que  chaque  fois,  outre  les  dedoma- 

■>-  .  1;  \  V  \ 

gemens  qu’on  accorde  a  ceux  qui  ont  fait  des 
pertes,  fans  avoir  ete  en  fautc,  il  foit  rendu 
une  fatisfa&ion  complette  pour  l’infulte  faite 
aux  pavilions  de  leurs  Majeftes. 


Article  IV. 


Pour  proteger  le  commerce  commun  de 

leurs  fujets,  fonde  fur  les  principes  ci-deffus 

/ 

etablis,  fa  Majefte  Imperiale  de  toutes  les  Ruf~ 
lies,  et  la  Majefte  le  Roi  de  Dannemarc  et  de 
Norvege,  ont  juge  a  propos  d’equipper  fepa- 
rement  un  nombre  de  vaifieaux  de  guerre,  et 
de  fregattes  proportionne  a  ce  but,  les  efcadres 
de  chaque  puiflance  ayant  a  prendre  la  ftation, 
et  devant  etre  employees  aux  convois  qu’  exi¬ 
gent  fon  commerce  et  fa  navigation,  confor- 

mement  a  la  nature  et  la  qualite  du  trafic  de 

•  '  ... 

chaque  nation. 

Y  2  Article 
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Article  V. 

\  .  .  • 

Si  pourtant  il  arrivoit  que  les  vaiffeaux 

marchands  de  l’une  des  puiffances  fe  trouvaf- 

r 

fent  dans  un  parage,  ou  les  vaiffeaux  de 
guerre  de  la  meme  nation  ne  fuffent  pas  fta- 
tionnes,  et  ou  ils  ne  pourroient  pas  avoir  re- 
cours  a  leurs  propres  convois,  alors  le  com¬ 
mandant  des  vaiffeaux  de  guerre  de  1’ autre 
puiffance,  s’il  en  elt  requis,  doit  de  bonne  foi 

V  • 

et  lincerement  leur  prater  les  fecours  dont  ils 
pourront  avoir  befoin  ;  et  en  tel  cas  les  vaif¬ 
feaux  de  guerre,  et  fregattes  de  1’une  des  pu¬ 
iffances,  ferviront  de  foutien  et  d’appui  aux 
vaiffeaux  marchands  de  l’autre,  bien  entendu 
'  cependant  que  les  reclamants  n’auroient  fait 
aucun  commerce  illicite,  ni  contraire  aux 
principes  de  la  neutrality. 

Article  VI. 

*  *  i  i 

Cette  convention  n’aura  point  d’effet  re- 
troadtif,  et  par  confequent  on  ne  prendra  au- 
*  '  cune 
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cune  part  aux  differends  nes  avant  fa  conclu- 
lion,  a  moins  qu’il  ne  foit  queftion  d’adtes  de 
violences  continues,  tendants  a  fonder  un  fyf- 
teme  oppreffif  pour  toutes  les  nations  neuties 
de  l’Europe  en  general. 


Article  VII. 


S’il  arrivoit,  malgre  tous  les  foins  les  plus 
attentifs  et  les  plus  amicals  employes  pai  les 
deux  puiffances,  et  malgre  1’obfervation  de  la 
neutrality  la  plus  parfaite  de  leur  part,  que 
les  vaiffeaux  marcfiands  de  Sa  Majeile  Impe- 
riale  de  toutes  les  Ruffles,  et  de  Sa  Majefte  le 
Roi  de  Dannemarc  et  de  Norvege,  fufient  in- 
fultes,  pilles,  ou  pris  par  les  vaiffleaux  de 
guerre,  ou  armateurs  de  I’une  ou  de  1  autre 
puifflance  en  guerre,  alors  le  miniftre  de  la 
partie  lefee  aupres  de  la  Cour  dont  les  vaif- 
feaux  de  guerre,  ou  armateurs  auront  commis 
de  tels  attentats,  y  fera  des  reprefentations,  re- 
clamera  le  vaiffeau  marchancl  enleve,  et  infif- 
tera  fur  des  dedomagements  convenables,  en 
ne  perdant  jamais  de  vue  la  reparation  de  l’iu- 

fultc 
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iulte  faite  an  pavilion.  Le  miniftre  de  Pant  re 
partie  contraftantc  fe  joindra  a  lui,  et  appuye- 
ra  fe s  plaintes  de  la  maniere  ia  plus  energique, 
et  la  plus  efficace  ;  et  ainfi  il  fera  agi  d'urr 
cominun  et  parfait  accord  ;  que  fi  Pon  refu- 
foit  de  rendre  juftice  fur  ces  plaintes,  ou  fi  Pon 
remettoit,  de  la  rendre  d’un  terns  a  P autre,  alors 
leurs  Majefles  uferont  de  reprefailles  contre  la 
ppiffance  qui  la  ieur  refuferoit,  et  elles  fe  con- 
certcront  inceffamment  fur  la  maniere  la  plus 
efficace  d’effedtuer  ces  juftes  reprefailles, 

•  N  % 

Article  VIIL 

S’il  arrivoit  que  Pune  ou  Pautre  des  deux 

✓  *  ^ 

puiffances,  ou  toutes  les  deux  enfemble,  a  Poc- 
*  cafion,,  ou  en  haine  de  la  prefente  convention, 
ou  pour  quelque  caufe  qui  y  eut  rapport,  fut 
inquietee,  in  cleft  ee*  ou  attaquee,  il  a  etc  ega- 
lement  convenu,  que  les  deux  puiffances  fe- 
ront  caufe  commune  pour  fe  defendre  recipro- 
quement,  et  pour  travailler  et  agir  de  concert 
a  fe  procurer  une  pleine  et  entiere  fatisfadtion, 
tant  pour  Pinfulte  faite  a  leur  pavilion,  que 
pour  les  pcvtes  caufees  a  leurs  fujets. 

*  Article. 


I 


Mi  MO  I  RES*  &C<  X%  j 

I 

Article  IX. 

.  \ 

Cette  convention,  arretee  et  conclne  pour 
tout  le  terns  que  durera  la  guerre  aftuelle,  fei- 
vira  de  bale  aux  engagemens  que  les-conjonc- 
tures  pourroient  faire  contracler  dans  la  liiite 
lies  terns,  et  a  Poccafion  des  nouvelles  ericrrcs 

o 

maritimes  par  •  lesquelles  l’Europe  auroit  le 
malheur  d’etre  troublee.  Ces  Imputations  doi- 

I 

vent  au  reite  etre  regardees  comme  permanent 
tes,  et  feront  loi  en  matiere  de  commerce  et 

i 

de  navigation,  et  toutes  les  fois  qu’il  s’agira 
d’apprecier  les  droits  des  nations  neutres. 


Article  X. 


Le  but  et  Pobjet  principal  de  ectte  conven¬ 
tion  etant  d’aflurer  la  liberte  generale  du  com¬ 
merce  et  dc  la  navigation,  fa  Majefte  Imperiale 
de  toutes  les  Ruffies,  ct  fa  Majefte  le  Roi  de 
Dannemarc  et  de  Norvege,  convienent  et  s’en- 
gagent  d’avance  a  confentir  que  d’autres  puif- 
'fances  egaleraent  neutres  y  accedent,  et  qu’en, 

t 

adoptant 


/ 
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adoptant  les  principes,  elles  en  partagent  les 
obligations  ainfi  que  les  avantages. 

L  .  *  s 

*  , 

Article  XL 

Afin  que  les  puiffances  en  guerre  ne  pre- 
tendent  caufe  d’ignorance  relativement  aux 
arrangemens  pris  entre  leurs  dites  Majeftes, 
les  deux  hautes  parties  contradbantes  commu- 

niqueront  amicalement  a  toutes  les  puiffances 

. 

belligerentes  les  mefures  qu’elles  out  concer- 
tees  entre  elles,  d’autant  moins  hoftiles  qu’el¬ 
les  ne  font  au  detriment  d’aucune  autre,  mais 
tendent  uniquement  a  la  furete  du  commerce 
ct  de  la  navigation  de  leurs  fujets  refpedtifs. 


Article  XII. 

\ 

La  prefente  convention  fera  ratifiee  par  les 
deux  parties  contradlantes,  et  les  ratifications 
ecliangees  en  bonne  et  due  forme,  dans  1’e- 
fpace  de  fix  femaines,  a  compter  du  jour  de  la 
date  de  la  fignature,  ou  plutot  fi  faire  fe  pent, 

En 


/ 
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En  foi  de  quoi,  nous,  foufignes,  en  vertu  de 
nos  plein-pouvoirs,  l’avons  lign6  et  y  avons  ap- 
pjofe  les  cachets  de  nos  armes. 


Fait  a  Copenhague  le  9  jour  du  mois  de 
Juillet,  l’an  de  grace  1780.  - 


0.  Thou. 

/ 

(L.  S.) 


Charles  cC  Often , 
nomme  Sacketi 
(L.  S.) 


T.  Schack  Rathlou • 

(L.  S.) 

A:  P.  Cte .  Bernftorj 
-  (L.  S.) 


Les  ratifications  de  cette  convention  ont  ete 
echangees  a  Copenhague  le  5-ioth  Septembre 
1786,  par  les  memes  Miniftres  Plenipotenti¬ 
aries  qui  l’avoient  fignee. 


Et  comrne  ici,  a  St  Peterfbourg,  il‘a*ete  fig- 
ne  de  meme  le  21  Juillet  dernier,  par  les  Mi¬ 
niftres  autorifes  a  cet  eftet,  favoir :  De  la 
part  de  fa  Majefle  Imperiale,  par  le  Sieur  Ni- 
'  Z  kita 
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kita  Comte  de  Panin,  fon  Confeiller  prive  ac« 
tuel,  Senateur,  Chambellan  a&uel,  et  Cheva- 

■■  •  1  „  -y 

lier  des  ordres  de  S.  Andre,  de  St  Alexan¬ 
dre  Newlky,  et  de  celui  de  S.  Anne,  et  par  le 
Sieur  Jean  Comte  d’Ofterman  fon  Vice  chan- 
ceiier,  Conieiller  prive,  et  Chevalier  de  l’or- 
dre  de  S.  Alexandre  Newlky,  et  de  celui  de 
S.  Anne  et  de  la  part  de  fa  Majefte  le  Roi 
de  Suede,  par  le  Sieur  Frederic  Baron  de  Nol- 
ken,  fon  Envoye  Extraordinaire  a  la  Cour  de 
fa  Majefte  Imperiale,  Chambellan  et  Corn- 
mandeur  de  l’ordre  de  l’Etoile  Polaire,  Che¬ 
valier  de  ceux  de  l’Epee  et  de  St  Jean,  et  ac- 
tuellement  deja  ratifie  une  autre  convention 
dans  la  meme  forme,  et  de  la  meme  teneur* 
mot  pour  mot,  que  celle  de  Copenhague,  a 
Particle  2.  pres,  ou,  k  Poccafion  cPune  expli¬ 
cation  pareille  de  la  nature  de  la  contrabande 
en  general,  il  a  ete  neceflaire  de  fe  rapporter 
aux  traites  qui  fubfiftent  entre  la  Couronne  de 
Suede  et  les  autres  puiffa,nces  ;  par  cette  rai- 
fon,  et  pour  ne  point  repeter  ce  qui  a  ete  de¬ 
ja  dit,  on  s’eft  contente  d’inferer  ici,  mot 

a  mot,  Particle  2.  II  eft  encore  a  obferver, 

\  •  -  > 

que  les  deux  Rois,  en  s’uniftant  a  PImpera- 

trice 
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X87 


trice,  ont  accede  reciproquefnent,  pai  oes  ao 
tes  fignes  par  eux  memes  comme  parties  princi- 
pales  eontradlantes  aux  conventions  fas  men- 
tionnees  conclues  entre  fa  Majefte  Imperiale 
et  leurs  dites  Majeftes,  lefquels  aftes  ont  etc 
‘^changes  ici  par  le  Miniftere  de  (a  Majcile, 


X  4 


De 


W 


fi - 


1 88 


memoires, 


De  la  Convention  de  St  Peterjboufg ,  conclue  entre  fa  Ma~ 


JeJle  Ithperialey  ee fa  Majejle  le  Roi  de  Suede ,  ftgn'ee  le 
21  J nil  let  1780. 


Article  II 


JL  our  eviter  touts  equivoque,  et  tout  mal- 
entendu  fur  ce  qui  doit  etre  qualifie  de  con- 
Uebande,  fa  Majefte  Imperiale  de  toutes  les 
Ruffles,  et  ia  Majefte  le  Roi  de  Suede,  decla- 
iciit  qu  elles  ne  reconnorffent  pour  telles  que 
les  marchandifes  comprifes  fous  cette  denomi¬ 
nation  dans  les  traites  qui  fubfiftent  entre  leurs 
dites  Majeftes,  et  Tune  et  Fautre  des  pui (lan¬ 
ces  belligerantes.  Sa  Majefte  Imp ejiale  de 


toutes  les  Ruffles  fe  referant  nommement  a  cet 
egard  aux  articles  X.  et  XI.  de  fon  traite  de' 
commerce  avec  la  Grande  JBretagne  j  elle  en 
ctend  les  obligations,  entierement  fondees  dans 

le  droit  nature],  aux  Couronaes  de  France  et 

% 

u  Eipagne,  qui  n’ont  point  etc  liees  iusqu’ 
ici  avec  fon  Empire  par  a ucun  engagement  for¬ 
mer  purement  relatif  au  commerce.  Sa  Ma- 

* 


jefte  le  Roi  de  Suede,  de  fon  cote,  fe  rap 


port: 


/  m 


*  '  -  /  \ 
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porte  auffi  nommement  a  Particle  XL  de  fon 
Traite  de  commerce  avec  la  Grande  Bretagne, 
et  a  la  teneu*r  du  traite  preliminaire  de  com¬ 
merce  conclu  entre  ies  deux  Couronnes  de 
Suede  et  de  France  en  1741 ;  et  quoiquedans 
ce  dernier  la  diffinition  de  la  contrebande  ne 
fe  trouve  riommdment  expliquee,  cependant, 
comme  les  deux  Royaumes  y  ont  ftipule  de  fe 
regarder  reciproquement  comme  gens  amicif- 
fwia  ;  et  qif  au  refte,  la  Suede  s’y  eft  refervee 
les  memes  avantages  dont  jouiflent  en  France 
d’ancien  droit  les  villes  anfeatiques,  avanta¬ 
ges  folemnellement  confirmcs  par  les  trades 
d’ Utrecht,  le  Roi  iva  rien  a  y  aj outer.  Vis-a¬ 
vis  de  l’Efpagne,  le  Roi  fe  trouve  dans  le  me- 

me  cas  que  PImperatrice,  et  a  fon  inftar  il  e- 

,  / 

tend  a  la  dite  Couronne  les  obligations  des  fur 

\ 

dits  traites,  cntierement  fondees  dans  le  droit 

*  ’  '  N  \ 

nature!. 


' Copie 


\ 


/ 
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(E) 


C'opie  de  la  Declaration  par  laquelle  fa  Majefte  le  Roi  de 
Suede  accede  a  la  Convention  conclue  entre  fa  Majefle 
F Imperatrice  de  toutes  les  Ruffes  ct fa  Majefle  le  Roi  de 
Dannemarc ,  el  fignee  a  Copenhague  le  9  fuillet 9  N.  S. 
X780. 


ustave,  par  la  grace  de  Dieu,  Roi  etc 
Suede,  des  Goths  et  des  Vandales,  &c.  &c0 
&c.  Heretier  de  NorVege,  Due  de  Slefwic- 
Holftein,.  de  la  Stormafie  et  du  Ditmarfeil, 
Comte  d’Oldenburg  et  de  Delmenhorft,  &c 
&c.  faifons  fa  voir,  qurayant  ete  invite  d’ac- 
ceder,  comme  partie  principale  contraclante, 
a  la  convention  conclue  et  ratifide,  le  9  Juillet 
de  1’annee  prefente,  a  Copenhague,  entre  fa 
Majefte  l’lmperatrice  de  toutes  les  Ruffles  et 

fa  Majefte  le  Roi  de  Dannemarc,  parfaitement 

* 

fernblahle  a  la  convention  conclue  entre  fa  dite 
Majefte  Imperiale,  ftgnde  a  St  Peterfbourg  le 
21  Juillet- 1  d’Aput,  del’annee  prefente,  et  ra- 
tiftee  par  nous  le  9  Septembre  fuivant,  nous 
certifions  formellement,  par  cette  prefente  de¬ 
claration. 
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ciaration,  commc  quo!  ayant  Egalement  a 
coeur  le  maintien  de  la  liberte  generale  du 
commerce  et  de  la  navigation  neutre,  et  etanr 
animes  a  cet  egard  dcs  merries  fentimens  que 
leurs  dites  Majeftee,  nous  accedons  dans  la 
meilleure  forme,  comme  partie  principale  con- 
traftante,  a  la  fus  dite  convention  :  et  nous 
nous  engageons,  pour  nous  et  pour  nos  fuc- 
ceffeurs,  a  toutes  les  ftipulations  contenue* 
dans  les  claufes  et  articles  fe pares  quis’y  trou- 
vent  joints,  et  auxquels  nous  accedons  egale- 
ment  dans  toute  leur  forme  et  teneur.  Nous 

1  •  •  % 

nous  attendons  que  fa  Majefte  Imperiale  de 
toutes  les  Ruffles,  et  fa  Majefte  le  Roi  de 

Dannemarc,  declareront  egalement,  par  un 

.  ..  ,  *  / 

a£te  formel,  d’avoir  recu  et  acceptc  cette  no- 
tre  declaration,  et  nous  reconnoitrons  comme 
partie  principale  contraftante  relativement  a 
la  dite  convention  ;  et  comme  fa  Majefte  le 
Roi  de  Dannemarc,  apres  avoir  ete  egalement 

v  >  ■  r  •  1 

invite,  a  auffi  accede  de  la  merae  maniere,  et 
dans  le  meme  fens,  a  la  convention,  exacle- 
ment  femblable  conclue  entre  nous  et  fa  Ma¬ 
jefte  Plmperatrice  de  toutes  les  Ruffles,  et  fig- 
nee  a  St  Peterfbourg  le  21  Juillct-i  d’Aout,  de 

l \  ,  Vv  -.-•••  ^  ’■  * 

Pannee 
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l’aunce  prefente,  nous  declarons  folemneiie- 

nient,  que  nous  acceptons  fon  acceffion,  et  que 

nous  recon noifTons  fa  Majefte  Danoife  comme 

**- 

partie  principale  contraclante  de  cette  conven¬ 
tion,  et  de  fix  articles  fepares  qui  y  font  joints. 
C’eft  en  foi  de  quoi  que  nous  avons  figne  ce 
prefent  a  die  d^accelfion  de  notre  propre  main 
et  que  nous  Tavons  fait  munir  de  notre  fceau 
Royal, 

”  '  •  *  -  #  * 

Fait  et  donne  a  Spa  le  9  Septembre  1780, 

'  r  / 

I  . 

(Signe)  Gustave. 

1  -  '  ,  •  ' 

If.  G .  Franc, 

•'  n  >  "N*. 


1 


) 


t  * 


V 


I 


\  '  .'I  '  . 

MEW[OIRES,  &C.  _  193 

'  I 


Copie  de  la  Declaration  par  Uiquelle  fa  Majefle  Datioije 
accede  a  la  Convention ,  conclue  enere  fa  Alajefe  V  l ta¬ 
per  air  ice  de  toutes  les  Ruffes  et  fa  Alajefe  le  Roi  de 
Suede ,  et  figneed  St  ReUrJbourg  le  21  jail  let- 1  d'Aout , 

17800 

C«  kristian  Sept,  par  la  grace  de  Dieu,  Roi 
defDanne&iarc,  de  Norvege,  desVandales  et  dci 
Goths,  Due  de  Slefwic-Holftein,  Stormarn, 
des  Dithmarfes  et  d’Oldenburg,  £kc.  &c.  fai- 
fons  fcavoir,  Qu’ayant  ete  invite  d’acceder 
coniine  partie  principale  contraclante  a  la  con¬ 
vention  conclue  et  ratifiee  le  21  Juillet-i  d’A- 
out,  1780,  a  St  Peterfbourg,  entre  fa  Majellc 
rimperatrice  ae  toutes  les  Pvuflies,  et  fa  Majef- 
te  le  Pvoi  de  Suede,  parfaitement  femblable  a 
la  convention  conclue  entre  nous  et  fa  elite 
Majefle  Imperiale,  et  fignee  a  Copenbague  le 
9  J Millet  1780.  Nous  certifions  formellemc  nt, 
par  cette  declaration,  comme  quoi  ayant  ega- 
lenient  a  coeur  le  niaintien  de  la  liberie  gene- 
rale  du  commerce  ct  la  navigation  neutre, 

A  a  ct 
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et  etant  animcs  a  cet  egard  des  memes  fe&ti? 

mens  que  leurs  dites  Majeftes,  nous  accedons 

dans  la  meilleure  forme,  comme  partie  con- 

traftante  a  la  fusdite  convention,  et  nous  nous 

cngageons  pour  noms,  et  nos  fucceffeurs,  a  tou~ 

& 

tes  ces  ftipulations  contenues  dans  fes  dailies 

.  .  ^  1  s 

*  ♦  t 

et  articles,  ainfi.  quc  dans  les  fix  articles  fepa- 
rcs,  qui  s’y  trouvent  joints  et  auxquels  nous 
accedons  cgalement  dans  toute  leur  forme  et 
teneur.  Nous  nous  attendons,  que  fa  Majelle 
Imperiale  de  toutes  les  Ruffles,  et  fa  Majelle 
le  Roi  de  Suede,  declareront  egalement,  par 
tin  acte  formel,  d’avoinre^u  et  accepte  cette 
notre  declaration,  et  nous  reconnoitrons  com- 
me  partie  parincipale  contradlante  relative- 
xnent  a  la  dite  convention ;  et  comme  fa  Ma- 
jefte  le  Roi  de  Suede,  apres  avoir  etc  egale- 
ment  invite,  a  auffi  accede  de  la  meme  ma- 
niere,  et  dans  le  meme  fens,  a.  la  convention 
exadtement  femblable  conclue  entre  nous  et 
fa  Majelle  l’lmperatrice  de  toytes  les  Ruffles, 
et  fig-nee  a  Copenhague  le  9  J y illet  1780. 
Nous  declarons  folemneilement  que  nous  ac- 
ceptons  fon  aecefuon,  et  que  nous  reconnoif- 
fons  fa  Majefte  Suedoife  comme  partie  princi- 

pale 
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pale  contradante  de  cette  convention,  cl  do 

fix  articles  fepares  qui  y  f°nt  ^  ClL  011 

foi  de  qiioi  que  nous  avons  figne  ce  prelent 
ade  d’acceffion  et  d’acceptatioh  de  nctre  pro- 
pre  main,  et  que  nous  Pavons  fait  munu  de 
rrand  fceau  de  notre  Couronne. 

Fait  et  donne  d  notre  Chateau  de  Fre- 
denlbotirgle  7  jour  du  mois  de  Juillet, 
Tan  de  grace  mil  fept  cent  quatre 
vingt,  et  dc  notre  royaume  le  quinzi- 


eme. 


Christian  Rex . 


4.  V.  Bernfiorjf. 


A 
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(G) 

Copie  du  Projet  de  la  Declaration  du  Roi  pour  etre  rernife 

aux  Puiffattces  Belliger antes,  approuve  et  expedie  par 

fa  Alajtflc  h  Poi  de  Suede  aux  Cours  de  Verfailles , 

Londres,  et  de  Madrid,  d’Aix  la  Chapelk  le  2 1  Ja- 
illet  178c. 

X^epuis  le  commencement  de  Sa  p  refen  te 
gueire,  le  i<voi  a  eu  loin  de  fa  ire  connoitre  fa 
i‘l?°n  de  penfer  a  toute  1’Europe  :  II  s’eit  im- 
pole  la  loi  d’une  parfaite  neatralite. 


* 
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II  en  a  lenrpli  les  devoirs  avec  one  ekaCti- 
ucfo  fciupuleufe  et  il  a  cm  pouvoir  jouir,  eit 
confequence  des  droits  attaches  a  la  qualite 
ci  un  Souverain  ahiolument  neutre  :  malere 

v  O 

Cvla  fes  lujets  commer^ans  out  etc  obliges  de 
reclamer  fa  protection,  et  fa  Majefte  s?e(t  trou- 


vee  dans  ia  neceliite  de  la  lenr  accorder.  Pour 
remplir  cet  objet,  le  Roi  lit  armer  un  certain 
nombre  de  vaifleaux  de  guerre  dds  l’annee 


paffee.  II  en  employe  une  partie  fur  les  cotes 
CiG  1  on  royaume,  et  Pant  re  a  fervir  a  convoi 
ues  bat i mens  marchands  Suedois  dans  les  dif- 


ferentes 
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Fercntes  raers,  ou  le  commerce  de  fes  fujets  les 
faifoit  naviguer.  II  fit  part  de  fes  mefures  aux 
puhTances  belligerantes,  et  il  fe  preparoit  a  les 
continuer  dans  le  courant  de  cette  armee,  lorf- 
que  d’autres  Cours,qui  avoientegalement  adop- 
t6  la  neutrality,  lui  firent  part  des  difpofitions 
ou  dies  fe  trouvoient,  eonformes  a  celle  du 
Roi,  et  tendantes  an  me  rue  but. 


i 


L’Imperatrice  de  Ruffle  fit  remettre  line 

i 

declaration  aux  Cours  de  Londres,  de  YTer- 
failles,  et  de  Madrid,  par  laquelle  die  Its  in- 
flruifit  de  la  refolution  ou  elle  etoit  de  defen- 
dre  le  commerce  de  fes  fujets,  et  le  droit  uni- 
veriel  de  nations  neutres.  Cette  declaration 
portoit  fur  des  principes  fi  Julies  du  droit  des 
gens,  et  des  trades  fubfiltants,  qu’il  ne  parut 
pas  pofflble  de  les  revoquer  en  doute.  Le  Roi 
les  a  trouves  entierement  d’ accords  avec  fa  pro-t 
pre  cauie,  avec  les  traites  conclus  en  1660  en- 
tre  la  Suede  et  1’ Angleterre,  et  celui  de  la 
France  et  de  la  Suede  en  1 741,  et  fa  Majefte 
xi'a  pu  le  refufer  de  reconnoitre  et  d’adopter 

jL 

ces  memes  principes,  non  leulement  par  rap- 
pon  aux  puifFances  avec  leiquelles  les  cl  its  trai¬ 
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t&  font  en  vigueur,  mais  auffi  par  rapport  & 
celles  qui  fe  trouvcnt  deja  impliquees  dans  la 
prefente  guerre,  ou  qui  pourront  le  devenir 
par  la  fuite,  et  avec  lefquelles  le  Roi  eft  dans 
le  cas  de  n’ avoir  point  de  traite  a  reclaimer. 
C’eft  la  loi  univerfellq  et  au  defaut  des  enga- 
gemens  particuliers,  celle-la  devient  obliga» 
toire  pour  toutes  les  nations. 


,  i- 
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En  confeqi 

de  nouveau,  qu’il  obfervera  a  l’avenir  la  me- 
me  neutralite,  et  avec  la  meme  exactitude  qu’il 
a  fait  par  le  paile.  11  de  fen  dr  a  a  les  fujets,  par 
des  grieves  peines,  de  s’ecarter  en  maniere 
quelconque  des  devoirs  que  leur  infpire  une  pa- 
xeiile  neutralite  ;  mais  il  protegera  leur  com¬ 
merce  legitime  par  tous  les  moyens  poffibleS, 

lorfqu’ils  le  feront  conformement  aux  princi- 
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pes  ei-deflus  mentiones. 
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j^Iemolre  de  la  Cour  dc  Suede  pour  cede  dc  la  Ru//l(* 


X-4ORSQUE  la  Republique  des  Provinces  U~ 
iiies  des  Pais  Bas  refolut  de  prendre  part  a  la 
neutrality  armee  par  foil  acceffion  aux  con¬ 
ventions  maritimes  des  puiilances  du  Nord,  el- 
le  jouffoit  elle  meme  d’une  parfaite  neutrali¬ 
ty,  et  rien  ne  s’oppofoit  a  Paccompliffernent 
d’unouvrage  qui  fut  porte  a  fa  perfection  par 

f 

un  afte  d’acceffion  et  d’acceptation,  figne  a 
St  Peterfbourg  le  24  Decembre  palfe,  V.  St. 

Par  cette  occafion,  la  Republique  s’enga- 
gea  dans  la  caufe  commune  des  puiiTances  neu- 
tres,  et  acquit  comme  telle  des  droits  aux  fe- 
cours  des  autres  puifiarices  avec  lefquelles  die 
devoit  partager  les  obligations  et  les  avantages, 
conformement  a  la  teiieur  des  conventions  fai- 
tes  Pannee  pafiee  entre  la  Suede,  3a  Ruffle,  et 
le  Dannemarc. 
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Mais  la  R.epublique  ne  put  pas  conferver. 
longtems  3a  qualite  foils  laquelle  elle  avoit 
contract  e  fes  engagemens.  L’Angleterre  lui 
declara  la  guerre,  et  for^a  la  Republique  tie 
fortir  tie  la  claife  des  puiffances  neutres  pour  fe 
ranger  parmi  les  puiffances  belligerantes,  tout 
eela  fe  paffa  avec  une  rapidite  li  prodigieufe* 
que  les  ambafladeurs  furent  rapelles  de  part  et 
d'autre,  des  lettres  de  marque  expedites,  et 
plufieurs  navires  liollandois  pris,  avant  que  la 
nouvelle  de  1’acceffion  faite  a  St  Peterfbourg 
jp&t  arriver  a  laHaye, 

Dans  une  pofition  des  chofes  ft  extraordi-. 
naire,  il  devient  effentiel,  de  la  part  des  trois 
Couronnes  du  Nord,  de  pefer  inurement  la 
nature  de  leurs  engagemens  vis-a-vis  de  la  Re¬ 
publique,  et  de  refoudre  cette  qiieftion  avec_ 
une  union  et  un  concert  des  plus  intimeSo 

Le  fyfteme  adopte  de  la  part  de  ces  puiflan- 
ces  eft  un  fyfteme  de  neutrality  parfaite.  Ce 
if  eft  qu’  en  fuivant  ce  fyfteme  qu’elles  ont  le 
droit  de  faire  librement  leur  commerce,  qu’ei- 
les  fe  font  engages  a  le  proteger,  et  a  fe  foutc- 

nir 
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nir  mutuellement ;  fous  ce  point  dc  vue  elles 
ont  fixe  les  obligations  et  le  fecours  qu’elles  fe 
doivent^reciproquement,  leurs  armements  ma- 
ritimes  fe  font  en  confequence  ;  ils  ne  tendent 
a  Poffenfe  de  perfonne.  Les  vaiffeaux  de  guer¬ 
re  d’une  nation  neutre,  les  obligations  et  les 
^vantages  font  les  memes  de  part  et  d’autre  *, 
mais  il  n’eft  pas  de  meme  de  leur  part  vis-a- 
vis  d’une  nation  en  guerre.  On  ne  fauroit 
concerter  fes  mefures,  on  ne  fauroit  agir  en 
commun,  fans  fortir  des  bornes  que  prefcrit 
une  exadte  neutrality  fans  renverfer  le  fyf- 
teme  fur  lequel  leur  union  et  leurs  engage- 
mens  font  fondes. 

/ 

Malgre  une  difference  fi  marquee  entre  la 
pofition  des  trois  Ccuronnes  du  Nerd,  et  celle 
de  la  Republique  d’Hollande,  celle-ci  s’eft  a- 
drefiee  a  celles-la  par  des  memoires  remis  aux 
Cours  de  Stockholm,  de  St  Peteribourg,  et  de 
Copenhague,  et  par  lefquels  les  Etats  Gene- 
raux  des  Provinces  LTnies  reclament  une  affif- 
tence  prompte  et  efficace  de  la  part  de  ces  trois 
Cours,  en  vertu  de  Pacceffion  de  la  Repub- 

B  b  liquq 


liquc  aux  conventions  de  St  Peterfbourg  et  de 
Copenhague,  et  en  yertu  des  engagemens  y 
contenus. 

La  principale  raifon  fur  laquelle  la  Repub- 
lique  tonde  ia  reclamation  confide  dans  une 
eombinailon  des  demarches  dont  la  conduite 
de  ia  Cour  de  Londres  a  ete  marquee  ;  on 

croit  y  voir  clairement  une  refolution  prife  de 

* 

ne  point  foufFrir  que  la  Republique  accedat  aux 
conventions  des  puiffances  du  Nord.  C’eft  en 
haine  de  cette  acceffion,  que  la  Republique  a 
ete  entrainee  dans  la  guerre  ;  c?eft  done  en 
confequence  des  articles  7,  8,  et  9  des  raemes 
conventions,  que  les  puiffances,  qui  ont  accep- 
te  cette  acceffion  doivent  venir  au  fecours  de 
la  Republique, 

4 

Par  la  marche  extraordinaire  et  violente 
qu’  a  tenu  la  Grande  Bretagne  envers  la  Re¬ 
publique,  par  le  foin  extreme  avec  lequel 
Lord  Stormont  a  prevenu  que  ia  declaration 
des  Etats  Generaux  ne  put  lui  parvenir  avant 
que  la  rupture  fut  annonce  au  Comte  de 

Weideren ; 
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Welderen  ;  par  tout  ce  qui  a  precede  et  iuivi 
cet  evenement,  on  ne  fauroit  difconvcnii  du 
motif  qui  a  determine  la  Cour  de  Londres. 
Mais  elle  n’a  point  allegue  cette  raifon  dans 
fon  manifefte  \  elle  ne  parle  que  des  faits  ante- 
rieurs  a  la  refolution  meme  des  Etats  Gone-r 
raux  prife  par  rapport  a  l’acceffion  ;  et  Parti¬ 
cle  6  des  conventions  de  Peterfbourg  etde  Co- 
penbague  porte,  que  les  obligations  des  par¬ 
ties  contraftantes  ne  fauroient  s’etendre  aux 
chofes  paflees  avant  la  fignature  des  dites  con¬ 
ventions  j  c’eft  a  dire,  qu’elles  ne  peuvent  pas 
avoir  un  effet  retroacftif. 

Il  eft  done  maintenant  au  choix  des  trois 
Couronnes  du  Nord,  ou  d’adopter  le  raifonne- 
ment  et  les  confequences  mifes  en  avant  par 
les  Etats  Generaux,  ou  bien  de  s’en  tenir  aux 
motifs  annonces  dans  la  declaration  de  la 

)  r  1  * 

guerre  que  la  Cour  de  Londres  a  lait  publier. 
Dans  le  premier  cas,  il  faut  prendre  part  a  la 
guerre  en  faveur  de  la  Republique  j  dans  lt» 
fecond,  ou  peut  declarer,  fi  on  lejuge  apro¬ 
pos,  la  reclamation  faite,  en  envifageant  la 

Bb  2  querelle 
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querelle  de  la  Republique  comme  etrangere  a 
la  caufe  des  neutres,  comme  ay  ant  ete  moti- 
vee  avant  racceffion  faite  ;  mais  l’un  et  l’au- 
ti  e  de  ces  partis  femblent  accompagnes  de 
grands  inconveniens.  Dans  le  premier  cas,  il 
faudioit  renoncer  aux  avantages  de  la  neutra¬ 
lity  au  but  glorieux  qu’pn  s’eft  propofe  en 
taifant  PalTociation  maritime  5  il  faudroit  fe  jet- 
ter  dans  toutes  les  horreurs,  et  fouffrir  toutes 
les  pertes  qui  font  une  fuite  naturelle  de  la 
guerre.  Dans  le  fecond,  on  afficheroit  une 
foiblefie  frappante  aux  yeux  de  l’univers,  et 
1  abandon  total  d,un  etat  avec  lequel  on  craint 
de  fe  lier  par  des  engagements  formels. 

Il  rede  done  entre  ces  parties  extremes  un 
moyenmitoyen  a  prendre,  ou  pour  mieux  dire,* 
il  y  a  un  expedient  a  faifir,  et  e’eft  par  celui- 
la  qu’il  femble  qu’on  doit  commencer.  Refte 
apres  a  voir  jufqu’  ou  cela  peut  mener,  et  quel 
en  fera  l’effet.  Get  expedient  femble  coniider 
dans  une  declaration  que  les  trois  Couronnes 
du  Nord  fe  croiroient  autorifees  a  faire  re- 
mettre  a  la  Cour  de  Londres,  dont  les  termes 

devoient 
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devoient  etre  concertes  entre  dies,  et  par  la  • 
quelle  on  feroit  part  a  fa  Majefte  Britannique 
que  la  Republique  vient  d’acceder  a  leurs  con- 
vent  ions  maritimes  ;  qu’elles  regardent  la  Re¬ 
publique  fous  cette  qualite  comme  leur  alliee, 
ayant  la  meme  caufe  a  foutenir,  les  memes 
droits  a  defendre  ;  que  les  trois  Couronnes  du 
Nord  ne  veulent  point  s’eriger  en  juges  des 
raifons  qui  ont  porte  fa  Majefte  Britannique  a 
declarer  la  guerre  a  la  Republique,  mais 
qu’elles  avouent  s’interefter  iincerement  an 
bonheur  et  au  bien  etre  de  cet  Etat  ;  qu’en 
confequence  de  ces  fentiments,  les  Gouts  al¬ 
lies  fouhaitent  que  fa  Majefte  Britannique 
veuille  bien  ouvrir  une  voye  de  conciliation  et 
d’accommodement  entre  die  et  la  Republique, 
que  les  trois  Cours  employeroient  tous  leurs 
bons  offices  pour  pouyoir  terminer  a  l’amica- 
ble  les  difterens  furvenus  ;  qu’elles  croiroient 
faire  un  fervice  eftentiel  a  l’humanite,  fi  dies 
pourroient.  rendre  cette  conciliation  generale  ; 
et  qu’en  attendant,  on  fouhaite  que,  tant  de  la 
part  de  l’Angleterre  que  decdle  de  la  Repub¬ 
lique,  on  veuille  bien  commenccr  par  faire 

cefter 
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cefler  les  hoftilites,  et  remettre  les  chofes  dans 

/ 

I’etat  ou  elles  etoient  avant  la  rupture.  Sui~ 
vant  ce  qu’on  en  conviendro.it  on  pourra  faire 
cette  demarche  foit  verbalement,  foit  par  e- 
crit,  mais  feparement,  par  les  Miniftres  des 
trois  Cours  refidents  a  Londres.  Ils  devroient 
aulli  fe  concerter  entre  eux  du  terns  ou  les  re~ 
prefentations  communes  fe  feroient,  afin  de 
donner  plus  de  poids  et  plus  de  force  a  leurs 
demarches ;  et  fi  ce  langage  eft  appuye  par  les 

i 

armements  maritimes,  dont  les  Couronnes  du 

Nord  font  adtuellement  occupees,  on  doit 

/ 

croire  que  1’Angleterre  y  fera  quelques  reflexi- 
ons  ferieufes.  Ce  qu’il  y  a  de  certain,  c’eft 
que  la  dignite  de  nos  Cours  femble  exiger, 
qu’elles  faflent  quelque  chofe  en  faveur  de  la 
Republique  confideree  comme  fon  alliee,  et  ce 
qui  n’eft  pas  moins  neceftaire,  c’eft,  que  cette 
demarche  porte  aux  yeux  de  1’Europe,  1’em- 
preinte  des  motifs  et  de  la  moderation,  tout 
comme  celie  de  la  fermete  qui  a  caradterife  la 
conduite  de  nos  Cours  jufqu’  a  prefent 
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On  ne  pent  encore  prevoir  ii  le  Miniftere 
Anglois  yeut  entrer  en  negociation,  ou  s’U 
fait  feulcment  femblant  de  vouloir  s’y  preter  ^ 
mais  en  tout  cas  on  croit,  que  les  Miniftres  re- 
fpedifs  devoient  en  meme  terns  etre  inllruits 
a  ne  fe  point  departir  de  la  propofition  dc  Par- 
miltice,  et  que  la  Republique  puifle  en  atten¬ 
dant  jouir  de  la  liberte  de  commerce,  au  de- 
faut  de  quoi  ils  peuvent  rcpondre,  qu’ils  ne 
font  point  autorifes  a  ecouter  les  propofitions 
de  l’Angleterre  :  mais  li  ces  conditions  font 
accordees,  ils  prendront  les  propofitions  de 
cette  Cour  ad  referendum .  On  le  concertera 
avec  la  Republique  fur  les  objets  defes  deman- 
des,  ou  reduira  le  tout  entre  les  trois  Couron-, 
nes  du  Nord,  a  ca  qui  fe  trouvera  jufte  et  rai- 
fon nable  ;  et  on  tachera,  en  agiffant  egalement 
en  commun,  a  determiner  Pune  et  P autre  des. 
puiffances  intereflees  a  accepter  ces  conditions. 


Si,  dans  le  courant  d’une  pareille  negocia¬ 
tion,  on  trouve  moyen  a  lier  la  partie  entre  les 
autres  puilfances  belligerantes,  il  faudra  fans 
doute  faifir  Poccafioxi  avec  emprelfement,  et 
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tacher  de  porter  les  chofes  a  uhe  pacification 
generale  en  conftatant,  a  la  paix,  le  code  niari- 
time  general  pour  les  neutres,  adopte  par  nos 
Goars,  et  dont  i’etabliffement  univerfel  rem- 
plira  les  voeux  de  tout  le  moode,  et  portera 
la  gloire  des  Couronnes  qui  y  out  concouru 
i  fon  comble*  > 

Stockholm .  ce  17  Fcvrier  1781, 
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c,Tr adu  Elion  du  Refcript  addreJTe  a  Monfieur  le  Comte  de 
Moujjin  PoufchJiiny  en  date  [781. 
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os  rapports,  et  les  communications  du  Ba¬ 
ron  de  Nolken,  Miniftre  de  Suede,  nous  ont 
inftruit,  prefqu’  a  la  foi,  taut  des  difpofitions 
de  la  Cour  de  Stockholm,  relativement  a  la 
guerre  qui  s’eft  allumee  entre  les  deux  puif- 
lances  maritimes,  que  du  defir  de  fa  Majefte 
Suedoife  de  connoitre  nos  propres  fentiments 
a  cet  egard.  Accoutumes  a  payer  d’un  par- 
fait  retour  la  confiance  de  nos  allies,  nous  nous 
eloignerons  encore  moins  de  cette  reele  dens 
les  circonftances  prefentes,  ou  la  confideraticn 
de  nos  engagemens  refpediis  par  rapport  a  la 
neutralite  armee,  doit  exciter  ail  meme  desne 
notre  attention  et  notre  interet.  E11  confe- 
quence  vous  etes  autorife  a  vous  expl i([uer 
confidemment  avec  le  Comte  Scheffer,  afm 
qu’il  en  faffe  part  a  fon  Maitrc,  qu’auffitct 
que  nous  avons  appris  le  depart  brufque  du 

' '  c  Chevalier 
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Chevalier  d’York  de  la  Haye,  nous  nous  fom* 
mes  emprefles  de  faire  les  reprefentations  lea 
plus  fortes  a  la  Cour  de  Londres,  pour  l’emr 
pecher  de  fe  porter  a  des  hoftilites  effectives. 
Nous  ignorons  encore  qu’elles  devoient  fuivre 
immediatement  le  depart  de  fon  Ambaffadeur; 
nous  en  etant  convaiocus  quelques  jours  a- 
pres,  et  ayant  fenti  toute  l’inutilifce  de  toute 
demarche  tendante  a  les  prevenir,  nous  avons 
fonge  a  de  nouvelles  mefures  plus  adaptees 
aux  terns  et  aux  circonftances,  et  capables  d’e- 
teindre  le  feu  de  la  guerre  dans  fa  naiffanee. 
Nous  avons  etc  animes  a  cela  par  un  double 
motif,  celui  de  1’humanite  fouffrante  de  l’ef- 
fufion  du  fang  innocent,  et  celui.  de  Pinteret 
des  nations  neutres  par  rapport  a  leur  com¬ 
merce  avec  les  belligerantes  ;  quoique,  apres 
la  requifition  formelle  faite  par  le  Roi  d’Angle- 
terre,  de  notre  mediation  conjointement  avec 
1’Empereur  des  Remains,  pour  fa  pacification 
avec  les  Cours  de  France  et  d’Efpagne,  il  y 
ait  eu  quelqu’  apparenee,  a  Pouverture  des  ne- 
gociations  de  paix  ;  cependant  comme  il  fal- 
loit  du  terns  pour  s’expliquer  la  deffus  avec  les 
deux  Gourormes,  et  en  recevoir  le  confente- 
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feent  reciproque,  nous  avons  juge  h  propos  de 
prendre  une  voye  plus  courte  pour  reconcilier 
1’Angleterre  et  la  Holiande  entre  elles,  enleur 
offrant  pour  cet  effct  notre  mediation  feparee. 
Notre  intention  la  dedans  etoit  d’ecarter  de 
leur  racommodement  particular  tout  objet  de 
difcuffion  qui  leur  feroit  etranger,  et  furtout 
la  queftion  de  l’independance  des  Americains 
qui  y  auroit  porfe  la  principale  difficult^.  Les 
Etats  Generaux  ont  re^u  notre  offre  avec  re- 
tonnoiflance,  et  empreffement  d’en  profiter, 
ainfi  que  vous  le  verrez  par  la  piece  ci-jointe. 
L’Angleterre,  an  contraire,  a  decline  en  rem 
voyant  fa  reconciliation  avec  la  Republique  a 
la  future  negociation  generale  de  paix,  fous 
la  mediation  reunie  des  deux  Cours  Imperia  * 
les.  A  Pepoque  de  fon  exiftence,  nous  ne 
manquerons  pas  de  travailler  tant  par  nous 
me  me  qu’en  intereffaot  egalement  fa  Majefte 
1’Empereur  en  faveur  de  la  Republique  d’Hol- 
lande,  afin  qu’elle  fut  comprife  au  moins  dans 
la  pacification  generale,  apres  en  avoir  donne 
des  affurances  aux  Etats  Generaux,  nous  leur 
avons  promis  en  meme  terns  de  nous  conoerter 
amicalement  avec  nos  allies  fur  uu  nouvel  ef- 
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fort,  que  nous  employerons  en  commun  et  it- 
nanimement  aupres  de  la  Cour  de  Londres, 

pour  la  refoudre  a  la  moderation,  et  a  1’amour 
de  la  paix. 

Nous  avons  dautant  moins  balance  a  don- 
ner  ces  affurances  a  L.  L.  H.  H.  P.  P.  que 
nous  avons  rencontre  dans  le  memoire  du  17 
Fevr.  communique  par  le  B.  de  Nolken,  et 
v  dont  on  joint  ici  une  copie  pour  votre  infor¬ 
mation,  une  determination  decidce  de  la  part 
de  S.  M.  Suedoife  a  une  pareille  demarche. 
Tout  le  contenu  dans  ce  memoire  attefted’un 
cote  la  profonde  penetration  de  ce  Prince  ;  et 
de  P autre,  V accord  parfait  de  fa  fa^on  avec  la 
notre.  A  la  veriie ,  les  terns  et  les  circonjlan - 
ces  dans  lefquelles  la  Grande  Bretagne  attaque 
Jon  ancienne  alliee  la  Republique  d'Hollande .  in-  > 
diquent  a  fjez  que  la  veritable  caufe  de  fan  ag - 
grejfion  git  dans  V accejjjon  des  Etats  Generaux 
a  nos  conventions  maritime s ,  d' aut ant  plus ,  que 
par  Id  elle  mettoit  par fakement  a  convert  la  na¬ 
vigation  et  rindujlrie  comment;  ante  de  fes  f a  jets, 
exercee  pour  la  plus  part  en  faveur  des  time- 
mis  de  V AngJeterre. 
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Mais  d’un  autre  cote,  il  n’cft  pas  moins 
Vrai,  que  b*  rupture  elective  a  precede  Pac- 
'ceffion  formelle  de  L.  L.  H.  H.  P.  P.  aux  con¬ 
ventions  de  Copenliague  et  de  Peterfbourg,  et 
que  les  motifs  qui  out  ete  declares  font  anteri- 
eurs  et  tout  a  fait  etrangers  u  la  caufe  des  al¬ 
lies  de  la  neutrality  armee.  Dans  la  premiere 
partie  de  ce  raifonnement,  les  articles  7.  8.  ct 
9.  font  tout  a  lait  favorables  aux  Hollandois ; 
mais  Particle  6.  nous  affranchit,  en  termes  non 
moms*  clairs,  de  toute  participation  a  leur 
guerre  avec  l’Arigleterre.  Une  difference  aufti 
eftentielle,  dans  les  Populations  de  ces  conven¬ 
tions,  laiffe  aux  trcis  Cours  alliees  la  liberte  de 
prendre  le  parti  le  plus  avantageux,  ct  le  plus 
analogue  a  leur  interet* 


-  —  y  V 

Riek  if  eft  mietix  fonde  ni  plus  fage  que 
a  appreciation  de  ce  choix  delicat  adopte  dans 
le  memoire  Suedois  :  on  y  a  difcute  et  montre 
loud  leur  \rai  point  de  vue  les  inconveniens  dc 
Unique  paitie,  en  indiquant  le  meilleur  moyen 


de  s’en  garantir.  En  admettant  ce  moyer, 
qui  eft  Cl! ui  de  1  obfervation  dc  la  neutrality 
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pour  regie  de  la  conduite  des  trois  Cours  al* 
liees  dans  lanouvelle  guerre  des  puiffances  ma¬ 
il  times,  nous  Fdavons  pas  manque  d’informer 
de  bonne  heure  les  Cours  de  Stockholm  et  de 
Copenhague,  des  ordres  que  nous  avons  fait 
expedier  a  nos  commandeurs  fur  rner  de  re- 
garder  la  Republique  des  Provinces  Unies 
comme  une  puiffance  ne litre  a  Peg&rd  des  deux 

>4* 

branches  de  la  Maifon  de  Bourbon,  et  belli- 
gerante  avec  V  Angle  term  En  fupp'utant  le 
terns,  nous  nous  attendrons  a  apprendre  bien- 
tot  de  vous,  et  du  Confeiller  d’Etat  le  Sienr 
Sacken,  que  les  Rois  nos  allies  ont  aufii  don- 
ne  dans  leurs  etats  des  ordres  femblables,  a- 
fm  que  toutes  nos  actions  et  toutes  nos  de¬ 
marches  foyent  en  tout  et  partout  parfaite- 
ment  uniformes,  et  atteflent  entre  nous  cette 
intime  iiaifon,  qui  doit  enfin  legitimer  dans 
les  fiecles  a  venir  le  fyfteme  bienfaifant  de  la 
navigation  marchande  neutre. 


Apres  avoir  affix  re  ce  que  nous  devons  au 
bien  de  nos  Etats  preferablement  a  tout  inter- 
et  etranger,  nous  ne  nous  eloignerons  pas, 
comme  nous  P  avons  dit  cl- dell  us.  d’ employer 
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faveur  de  la  Republique  d’Hollande  tous. 
les  iiroyens  combinables  avec  ce  premier  de 
nos  devoirs.  En  confequence,  nous  adherons 
volontiers  a  l'idee  de  fa  Majefte  Suedoife  de 
faire  au  nom  comraun  dcs  trois  Cours  alliees" 
line  reprefentation  convenablea  cede  de  Lon- 
dres.  Dans  1e  memoire  Suedois  il  ejl  quejlion 
(Tune  declaration,  mais  celle-ei  par  fa  nature 
peut  nous  entrainer  ait  deld  de  nos  intentions,  au 
lieu  qu'une  Jimple  injinuatim  verba/e  qui  expri- 
mera  la  mime  cbofe,  et  avec  la  mime  force ,  n 
pent  nous  engager  a  rien  centre gre  et  defir. 
Cette  obfervation,  aufli  Ample  qu’effentielle, 
n’echappera  pas  a  la  penetration  du  Comte 
Scheher,  avec  lequel  vous  avez  a  convenir 
tant  fur  les  termes  dans  lefquels  cette  reprefen¬ 
tation  feracon^ue,  que  fur  le  terns  auquelelle 
(era  faite  a  Londres,  et  a  la  maniere  dont  nos 
Min  ill  res  refpectifs  a  cette  Cour  doivent  s’en 
acquitter. 


/> 

o 


Nous  n’aurions  fait  aucune  diffigultc  d’a- 
dopter  les  propres  termes  propoles  dans  lc  me- 
T^oire  fiis-mentionn^,  les  trouvant  auffi.  mode- 
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res ^qu’ analogues  au  but  de  cette  demarche,  fi 
les  circonftances,  qui  font  devenues  mainte- 
nant  notoires  a  la  Gourde  Stockholm,  ne  nous 
paroiffoient  demander  quelques  changemens  : 
Four  cet  eflfet,  vous  y  trouverez-ci  annexe  un 
nouveau  projet  de  reprefentation,  dont  vous 
ferez  part  au  Comte  de  Scheffer,  en  lui  di- 
fant  que  nous  eftimons,  que  pour  mieux  etre 
faifie  par  le  Miniftere  Anglois,  elle  pent  lui 
etre  remife  par  ecrit,  toute  fois  a  condition , 
qidelle  ne  foil  regardee  que  comme  line  injinua - 

lion  verb  ale.  Nous  ne  contefterons  point  fi 
la  Cour  de  Suede,  ou  celle  de  Dannemarc, 
par  des  confiderations,  qui  peuvent  leur  etre 
propres,  fe  fervent  d’autres  termes,  ou  d’un  au¬ 
tre  ftyle  :  II  fuffit  que  le  fond  des  chofes  foit 

le  merae,  et  que  par  la  le  confeil  falutaire  des 

* 

trois  Souverains  s’attire  une  attention  d’autant, 
plus  grande  de  la  part  des  Miniftres  Anglois, 

Les  difcouns  et  la  conduit e  de  ces  dernier  $  de¬ 
notent  ajfez ,  qidilidy  a  que  la  crainte  d1  engager 
leur  patrie  dans  une  guerre  avec  toute  V Europe , 

et  celle  de  les  expofer  d  en  rendre  un  conipte 
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perfonef  qui  puijfent  les  determiner  a  entendre 
a  une  paix  raifonnable,  il  feroit  fans  doute  utile 
pour  fles  rendre  plus  tr  ait  able  s ,  dl  entretenir  &  de 
nourrir  ceite  craintc  en  eux\  II  s'*  off  re  d  ccla  un 
moyen  aujji  efficace  que peu  difpendieux  dans  hi 
circonjlance  oil  tons  les  Souverains  tiennent  prete 
et  armee  une  partie  conjiderable  de  leurs  for¬ 
ces  maritime s  ;  que  les  efcadres  Suedoifes  et 
Danoifes  etabli (fent  pour  un  terns  leur  croifiere 
au  deld  du  Sund,  nous  tiendrons  de  notre  cote 
une  ej cadre  dans  la  Medi  ter  ranee  et  une  autre 
dans  la  mer  glacial e ,  afin  de  la  mettre  a  P  ex - 
emple  de  Panne e  precedente  en  furete  centre  les 
armateurs  etr angers .  Et  comme  pour  lecon- 

1 

der  ce  double  equipement,  nos  efcadres,  qui 
ont  hiverne  l’annee  derniere  a  Livourne  ct 
a  Lifbonne,  doivent  retourner  inceffamment, 
ou  retournent  deja  en  effct  dans  la  Baltique, 
nous  prefenterons  de  cette  maniere  a  la  fois  un 
armement  tres  refpeclable  dans  differentes 
mers.  La  poffibilite  de  la  reunion  en  un  feul 
point  les  efcadres  Ruffe,  Suedoife,  et  Danqife, 
au  premier  ordre  de  leurs  Souverains,  en  im~ 
pofera  fans  doute  a  toutes  les  puiffanees  belli- 
gerantes,  et  affurera  en  memo  terns  la  naviga- 
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tion  marchande  de  nos  fujets  refpedifs.  Ain* 
li  cette  jondion,  fans  etre  meme  efifeduee, 
procurera  aux  trois  Cours  un  avantage  ties 
grand  et  tres  reeL  En  communiquant  au  Sn 
Sacken  ce  reicupt  en  extrait,  nous  lui  avons 
enjoint  de  s  expliquer  lur  fon  contenu  avec  le 
Miniftere  Danois,  et  de  nous  rendre  conrpte 
fans  delai  de  ce  qui  en  reiultera.  II  a  ordre  de 
*ous  cn  lriioimer  diredement,  afin  de  gagner 
par  la  du  terns  le  plus  qu’il  fera  poffible,  pour 
mettle  en  execution  des  mefures  communes 
et  unanimes  qui  feront  arretees  entre  nous,  et 
nous  trouver  en  etat  de  niunir  notre  Miniftre 
a  Londres  d’inftrudions  neceffaires,  fuffifantes 
enfemble  avec  celles  que  nos  allies  adminifte- 
ront  a  leurs  Miniilres  a  la  meme  Cour.  Nous 
joignons  ici  la  copie  du  refcript  expedie  au  dit 
Sr.  Sacken.  Vous  en  ferez  part  au  Miniftere 
Suedois,  et  vous  inftfterez  aupres  de  lui  pour 
que  fa  Cour  entre  de  fon  cote  en  communica¬ 
tion  direde  avec  celle  de  Copenhague,  afin  de 
gagner  egalement  du  terns.  Comme  nous  fom- 
mcs  fort  eloignes  de  gener,  dans  une  caufe 
qui  nous  eft  commune,  la  volonte  et  les  inten¬ 
tions  de-s  Rois  nos  allies,  vous  ne  manquerez 

pas 
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pas  fur  les  ouvertures  du  Miniftre  Suedois  de 
dilcuter  avec  lui  les  fentimens  propres  de  fa 
Cour,  et  de  recevoir  ad  referendum  toutes  les 
propofitions  qui  vous  feront  faites  de  fa  part, 
en  l’affurant  d’avance  que  nous  y  apporterons 
tous  les  egards,  et  toute  la  deference  qui  de* 
pendront  de  nous. 
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Extrait  d* une  Lettre  du  Comte  de  Panin  an  Minifire  de 
Ruffle  a  Cope nh ague y  le  Sr .  Sacken . 


10,  apres  les  ratifications  exchangees  par 

le  Miniltre  Ruffe,  PEnvoye  de  Suede,  et  le 
Charge  d’ Affaires  de  Dannemarc,  les  ordres 
ont  ete  donnes  aux  Miniftres  de  PImperatrice 
a  Madrid  et  a  Paris,  de  remettre  conjointe- 
ment  avec  les  Miniftres  de  Dannemarc,  de 
Suede,  et  d’Hoilande,  la  note  dont  on  eft  con- 
venu  pour  declarer  Pacceffion  de  la  Repub¬ 
lic}  ue  d’Hollande  de  la  meme  maniere  qu’on 
Pa  fait  avec  les  deux  conventions  de  C open- 
hag  ue  et  de  St  Peterfbourg. 


2 o,  Que  M.  de  Simolin  a  ordre  d’executer 
la  meme  commiflion  avec  les  Miniftres  de 
Dannemarc  et  de  Suede,  et  d’y  ajouter  enfu- 
ite  de  bouche  ou  par  eerit,  II  le  Miniftere  An- 
glois  Pexigeoit,  qu’a  Poccafion  de  la  rupture 

furvenue 
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furvenue  e  litre  la  Couronne  dc  la  Grande  Bre¬ 
tagne  et  la  Republique  des  Provinces  Unies, 
vu  que  les  motifs  declares  par  la  premiere,  qui. 
y  ont  donne  lieu  font  entierement  etrangeis,  et 
n’ont  nen  de  commun  avec  la  convention, 
l’Imperatrice  avoit  ordonne  a  fon  amiraute  de 
regarder  la  Republique  d’Hollande  comme  une 
puiflance  neutre  vis-a-vis  des  deux  Cours  de 
Bourbon,  et  comme  belligerante  vis-a-vis  de 
celle  d’Angleterre,  qu’elle  eft  convaincue  que 
cette  demarche  fera  recue  de  la  Cour  d’Angle- 
terre  comme  une  nouvelle  preuve  de  1’impar- 
tialite  et  de  l’innocence  de  fon  alliance,  qui 
renfermant  feulement  la  protection  du  com¬ 
merce  et  des  droits  des  nations  neutres,  ni  elle 
ni  fes  allies  n’ont  pas  le  tleffein  de  la  chan¬ 
ger  en  des  demarches  offenlives  auffi  longtems 
que  ni  elle,  ni  eux,  n’y  feront  forces  par  la 
haine  pour  leurs  principes,  et  par  les  tenta- 
tives  efficaces  de  les  eontrecarrer.  Que  l’lm- 
peratrice  ne  fe  flattoit  pas  moins  que  la  Cour 
de  Londres,  par  fa  bonne  volonte  a  terminer 
les  differends  furvenus  entre  elle  ct  une  puif- 
fance  depuis  longtems  fon  amie  et  fon  alliee, 
rendra  juftice  a  l’amitie  de  1’Imperatriee  pour 
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me  Moires, 

e!Ie  et  ^IoiSnera  tout  foup5on,  comme  quo! 
parmi  les  motifs  de  fa  rupture  le  principal  au- 
roit  ete  celui  de  1’emprelTement  de  la  Repub- 
Lque  a  acceder  a  dalliance  de  la  neutrality 
Lcs  ordres  donnes  a  l’amiraute  Imperiale,  en 
hn  communiquant  Fade  d’acceffion  de  la  Re- 

puohque,  ainfi  que  Fade  fepare,  font  de  late- 
neur  fuivante* 

10,  Q U£  les  vaiiTeaux  marchands  Hollan- 
dois  doivent  etre  trades  par  les  efcadres,  vaif- 
feaux  de  guerre  et  fregattes  fepares  fur  le  me- 
me  pied  que  les  vaiiTeaux  Danois  et  Suedois, 
lelon  le  contenu  de  Tordonnance  du  19  Odo- 
bre  1780,  puifque  la  Republique  des  Provin¬ 
ces  Unies  eft  devenue  aduellement  partie  prin- 
eipale  et  immediate  dans  tous  les  droits,  pre¬ 
rogatives,  et  ooligations  des  deux  conventions 
maritimes  etc  Copenhague  et  de  St  Peterlbourg. 

Que  cette  regie  generale  a  cependant 
us  exceptions,  a  Poccalion  de  la  guerre  entre 
*a  Republique  et  la  Grande  Bretagne,  qui  Pa 
attaquee  avant  la  fignature  de  fon  ade  d’accef- 
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lion  aux  deux  conventions  en  alleguant  pour 
cette  rupture  des  motifs  tout  a  fait  etrangers, 
qui  n’ont  rien  de  commun  avec  cette  conven¬ 
tion. 


3°y  confederation  de  cet  evenement 

important,  ou  la  neutrality  n’exifte  plus,  Tlm- 
peratrice  ni  fes  allies  les  Rois  de  Dannemarc 
et  de  Suede,  ne  font  pas  obliges  de  prendre 
une  defenfe  efficace  du  commerce  et  de 
la  navigation  des  Hollandois  contre  les  An- 
glois. 


4°>  Qu’ex  revanche,  cet  engagement  fub- 
fifte  dans  toute  fon  etendue  contre  les  Fran¬ 
cois  et  les  Efpagnols,  avec  qui  les  Hollandois 
ont  des  conventions  et  des  llipulations  detail- 
lees  touchant  la  contrebande,  qui  doivcnt 
auffi  naturellement  fervir  de  regie  pour  la  con- 
duite  des  vaifTeaux,  pour  lequel  effet  on  com¬ 
munique  a  1’amiraute  copie  de  ces  conven¬ 
tions,  et  des  autres  papiers  de  mer  cjui  confta- 
tept  la  propriete  des  vaifTeaux  Hollandois ;  et 
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5 oy  Qu’on  a  communique  egalement  a  Pa- 
miraute  pour  fa  connoifTance  une  copie  de 
Particle  fepare  explicatif  conclu  entre  les 
Cours  de  Dannemarc  et  d’Angleterre* 
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Mx  trait  (Tune  Lettrc  Mitrijlerielle  de  la  Cour  de  Danne ~ 
marc  au  Sieur  Schumacher ,  fon  Charge  d*  Affaires  a 
Peterjhourg . 


J e  mets  pour  bafe  de  toutes  nos  operations 
une  grande  flotte  ftationnee  dans  la  Manche, 
et  alors  je  crois  que  la  methode  que  l’on  fuiv- 
ra  a  la  Cour  ou  vous  etes  fera  la  fuivante ; 

1.  Avant  toutes  cbofes,  la  grande  flotte 
ftationnee  comme  ci-deflus,  on  fe  concertera 
avec  les  puiflances  contratlantes  lur  le  nombre 
des  vaifleaux  a  livrer,  et  fur  tout  ce  qui  y  a 
rapport. 

On  fera  agreer  au  plutot  les  points  de  la 
declaration  Ruffe,  au  Roi  de  Pruffe,  et  a  1’Em- 
pereur,  &c.  &c. 

3.  Si  la  paix  ne  fe  fait  pas  cet  hiver,  et  que 
la  guerre  continuera  l’Ete  qui  vient,  le  fage  et 
prudent  Comte  de  Panin  ne  manquera  pas, 

E  e  auffitot 
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auflitot  que  la  flotte  aura  pris  fa  ftation,  de 
faire  des  inftances  fortes  et  ferieufes  aupres  de 
la  Cour  de  Londres,  pour  qu’elle  fe  declare  en 
conformite  avec  celles  de  Verfailles  et  de  Ma¬ 
drid  ;  car  il  eft  conftant  que  la  Cour  de  Lon¬ 
dres  ne  vile  qu’a  eluder  les  efforts  et  les  plans 
de  la  Ruflie,  a  gagner  du  terns,  et  a  profiter 
d’un  moment  heureux  pour  prendre  fa  re¬ 
vanche.  Vous  me  demandez,  Monfieur,  pour- 
quoi  je  penle  que  PImperatrice  a  de  telles 
vues?  parceque,  dis  je,  la  Ruffie  fait  mine  de 
vouloir  mettre  une  grande  flotte  en  mer,  et 
qu’une  bien  mediocre  fuffit  pour  garantir  la 
navigation  neutre.  L'objet  en  vaut  bien  la 
peine,  ft  le  deffein  eft  de  faire  fervir  Pembar- 
ras  de  l’Angleterre  au  bien  de  Phumanite. 

4.  Je  pofe  que  la  Grande  Bretagne  fe  refu- 
fera  a  ce  fyfteme  d’equite,  alors  il  faut  en  ve- 
nir  aux  menaces,  aux  demonftrations,  aux  re- 
preftailles,  et  a  tons  les  moyens  defagreables 
que  juftifieront  des  vues  aufli  benignes  que 
grandest  Jamais  je  crois  qu’ils  s’obftineront 
contre  une  flotte  de  50  vaiffeaux. 

5.  Ce 
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Precis  de  la  Reponfi  que fin  Excellence  Monfieur  le  Comte 

de  Panin  a  dome  au  Baron  de  Nolken ,  Minijlre  de. 

Suede,  fur  les  cinq  Points  d’illucidation  qu’il  a  demandes. 

A  u  premier  point,  Que  la  protection  doit  fe 
donner  par  tout  vaiffeaude  gueire  appartenant  a 
l’une  on  a  l’autre  des  puiffances  liguces  a  tout 
raiffeau  marchand  qui  produit  des  documents 
clairs  et  nets  de  n’avoir  d  fon  bord  aucune 
marchandife  de  contrebande. 

Au  2 d  point,  Que  chaque  puiffance  liguee 
protegera  indift  in&ement  le  commerce  de  Pau- 
tre  j  mais  que,  pour  faciliter  cette  protection 
reciproque,  on  fe  concertera  iur  des  certains 
parrages  ou  ftations  ou  les  efeadres  de  chaque 
puiffance  liguee  ayent  a  ic  tenir,  et  qui  feront 
fixees  de  fa^on  que  les  efeadres  puiffent  former 
comme  une  chaine,  pour  pouvoir  en  cas  de 
neceffite  fe  preter  la  main  les  unes  aux  autres. 
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Au  3.  Si  les  efcadres  viennent  a  fe  ren* 
contrer,  ils  fe  donneront  mutuellement  tous 

les  fecours  d’amitie,  et  le  falut  fera  donne 
comme  de  coutume. 

Au  4.  C  eft  le  Miniftre  de  la  puifTance 
lefee  qui  doit  faire  des  reprefentations  centre 
les  griefs  des  precedes  des  armateurs,  lefquelles 
reprefentations  feront  appuyees  de  la  maniere  la 
plus  forte  et  la  plus  efficace  par  les  Miniltres 
de  routes  les  autres  puiflances.  y 

Au  5*  Dans  le  cas  qu’une  des  puiflances 
liguees  de  fon  chef  entreprenoit  des  hoftilites 
ou  alloit  fe  declarer  pour  quelqu’  une  des  pu¬ 
iflances  en  guerre,  elle  fera  ipfo  faclo  exelufe 
de  la  ligue;  fi,  par  contre,  quelqu’ une  des 
puiflances  en  guerre,  par  quelque  animofite 
particuhere  contre  une  des  puiflances  liguees, 
infulteroit  fon  pavilion,  ou  commettroit  des 
hoftilites,  on  fe  concertera  pour  prendre  des 

mefures  efficaces  a  faire  relpefter  fes  demar¬ 
ches. 

Extrait ' 
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tanteSj  et  pour  les  foutenir  S.  M.  a  conclu  la 
convention  maritime,  fignee  a  Copenhague  1c 
9  Juillet  de  la  me  me  annee  avec  S.  M.  l’lm- 
peratrice  de  toutes  les  Ruffles,  dont  elle  fait 
ici-la  communication  avec  plaiiir  a  fa  Majeflc 
Pruffienne* 

Ces  principes  etant  les  feuls  capables  d’e- 
tablir  la  furete  du  commerce  et  de  la  naviga¬ 
tion  des  nations  neutres,  le  Roi  ne  pent  que 
defirer  fortement  de  les  voir  folemnellement 
reconnus  par  toutes  les  puifflmces  de  l’Europe, 
et  par  un  effet  de  ce  defir  fentir  vivement  touts 
1’importance  de  les  voir  adoptes  par  fa  Majefte 
Pruffienne* 

Rien  ne  feroit  ainfi  plus  conforme  au  defir 
de  S.  M.  que  d’apprendre  qu’il  feroit  agreable 
aS.  M.  Pruffienne  d’acceder  a  cette  conven¬ 
tion,  telle  qu’elle  a  ete  conclue  entre  les  Cours 
de  Dannemarc  et  de  Ruflie,  et  en  ce  cas  S.  M. 
porteroit,  de  fon  cote,  toutes  les  facilites  pofii- 
bles  a  s’arranger  fur  ce  qui  concerne  les  fiipu- 
lations  a  fubftituer  de  la  part  de  fa  Majefie 
Pruffienne  a  celles,  que  contiennent  les  arti¬ 
cles 


* * 
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cles  IV,  et  V.  cle  cette  convention,  qui  font 
ceux  qui  etabliffent  la  protection  mutuelle* 
que  les  hautes  parties  contracSantes  fe  promet- 
tent ;  et  en  determinant  expreffement  les  ef¬ 
forts  communs,  et  les  fecours  reciproques  aux- 
quels  elles  s’engagent,  ferrent  le  noeud  de  cette 
alliance  de  la  maniere  la  plus  naturelle,  en  fai- 
iant  partager  a  chacune  ce  qu’il  y  a  d’eflentiel 
dans  les  obligations,  ainli  que  dans  les  avanta- 
ges  de  leur  union. 

Jamais  objet  plus  important,  ni  plus  glori- 
eux,  n’a  ete  le  but  d’une  alliance,  que  celui 
qui  etoit  fame  des  refolutions  de  S.  M.  1’Jm- 
peratrice  de  toutes  les  Ruffles,  lorfqu’elle  pro- 
pofa  aux  autres  puiffances  du  Nord  cette  con¬ 
vention  refpectable,  qui  doit  produire  un  jour 
le  code  maritime  que  cette  grande  Princeffe  a 

promis  a  l’univers.  C’eft  la  confervation  des 

* 

droits  les  plus  chers,  les  plus  precieux  a  l’hu- 
manite,  que  cette  alliance  a  en  vue  ;  et  qui  fe- 
roit  plus  capable  de-  les  avancer  qu’un  Souve- 
rain  d’une  fageffe  fi  confommee  que  S.  3VL 
Prnffienne*  et  dont  l’influence  far  les  affaires 

de 


\ 
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5.  Ce  point  gagne  par  un  coup  imprevu  ct 
de  vigueur,  il  ne  refte  que  la  redaction  du  code 
maritime  qui  ne  fe  ferajamais  avec  plus  d’im- 
partiality,  que  fous  les  yeux  de  la  Bienfaitrice 
de  1’Europe,  et  par  la  direction  de  fon  grand 
Minifire.  Le  code  paftera  en  loi  a  la  paci¬ 
fication.  En  attendant,  uneflottebien  moins 
n ombre ufe  iera  luflifante  pour  veiller  fur  les 
Anglois  et  les  Efpagnols,  et  faire  que  ces  deux 
nations  refpeftent  les  points  de  la  declaration. 
Je  crains  les  Anglois  ;  et  l’incertitude  de  l’a- 
venir.  Je  ne  crois  pas  aux  convois,  ni  aux 
forces  difperfees  ;  ni  a  un  concert  durable  dcs 
puiflances  alliees.  II  faut  battre  le  fer  pen¬ 
dant  qu’il  eft  ebaud.  L’Imperatrice  a  la  tete, 
on  fait  tout,  on  obtient  tout.  Ses  menaces 
feules  ftrent  la  paix  de  Tefchen.  Mais  s’il  y 
aura  queftion  d’un  equipement  plus  grand 
pour  l’annee  qui  vient,  je  vous  prie  de  faire 
en  forte  que  la  propofition  nous  en  viendra 
clans  le  mois  de  Novembre. 


Note . 
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(N) 

Note, 


I_je  Roi  a  appris  avec  la  fatisfadlion  la  plus 
parfaite  le  defir  de  fa  M.  Pruffienne  de  pren¬ 
dre  une  part  diredte  au  fyfteme  bienfaifante  de 
neutrality  dont  les  principes,  puifes  dans  le 
droit  primitif  des  nations,  fe  trouvent  expofes 
dans  la  declaration  de  S.  M.  PImperatrice,  en 
date  du  28  Fevrier  1780  ;  et  que,  pour  contri- 

f 

buer  a  ieur  dormer  une  bafe  plus  (labile,  S. 
M.  Pruffienne  s’eft  refolue  de  la  garantir  par 
un  acle  formel,  conclu  a  cet  effet  avec  fa  Ma- 
jefte  Imperiale,  dont  le  Roi  a  re^u  la  commu¬ 
nication  amicale,  qu’il  a  plu  a  fa  Majefte  Pruf- 
lienne  de  lui  en  faire,  avec  la  reconnoiffance 
la  plus  fincere, 

Penetre  de  1’equitc  et  de  la  juftioe  de  ces 
memes  principes,  le  Roi  les  a  etablis  et  recla¬ 
mes  lui  meme  dans  la  declaration  qu’il  a  fait 
remettre  le  8  Juillet  1780,  aux  Cours  bellige-. 

rantes, 
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de  1’Europe  eft  fi  etendue,  et  Pamitie  fi  jufte- 
merit  recherchce* 

C’EST-la  ce  que  le  Roi  a  ordonne  au  fouf- 
figne  de  repondre  a  la  note  remife  par  M.  de 
Bifmarck,  en  date  du  15  d’Aout. 

Du  departement  dcs  affaires  etrangeres  du 
Roi,  a  Copenhague  le  7  Decembre 


Kofencrone 
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Reponfe  de  la  Cour  de  Suede  au  Mitiijlre  du  Roi  a  Stock- 

holm • 

X  ue  Roi  ayant  eu  part  de  l’adte  paffe  le  8  du 
May  de  la  prefente  annee,  entre  les  Cours  de 

I 

St  Peterfoourg  et  de  Berlin,  a  fenti,  avec  une 
fatisfaction  extreme,  combien  le  fvfteme  bien- 
faifant  de  la  navigation  et  du  commerce  des 
nations  neutres  alloit  gagner  de  Paffermiffe- 
ment  par  les  liens  que  S.  M.  Fruffienne  venoit 
de  contradler,  et  par  lefquels  elle  s’engage  an 
inaintien  des  principes  qui  ont  deja  etc  adop- 
tes,  etgeneralement  annonces  de  la  part  du  Roi 
et  de  fes  allies. 


Sa  Majefte  n’a  pas  eu  moins  de  fatisfadtion, 
en  apprenant  que  Sa  Majefte  Fruffienne  etoit 
dans  Fintention  d’etendre  ces  memes  engage- 
mens,  en  les  rendant  communs  avec  ceux  de 
fa  Majefte  j  et  comme  on  ne  fauroit  rien  aj ou¬ 


ter 
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ter  a  la  convention  maritime  qui  a  ete  conclue 
a  St  Peterfbourg  le  21  Juillet,  1  d’Aout,  de 
Pannee  paflee  entre  les  Cours  de  Suede  et  de 
Ruffle,  S.  M.  feroit  tr£s  aife  s’ll  plaifoit  a  S.  | 
M.  Pruffienne  d’acceder  a  la  dite  convention  ; 
au  quel  cas  S.  M.  porteroit  de  fon  cote  toutes 
les  facilites  poffibles  a  s’arranger  fur  ce  qui 
concerne  les  ilipulations  a  fubftituer  de  la  part 
de  S.  M.  Pruffienne  a  celles  que  contiennent 
les  articles  4.  5.  de  cette  convention,  ce  font 

l 

ceux  qui  etabliffent  la  protection  mutuelle  que 
les  allies  fe  promettent ;  et  les  noeuds  de 
cette  alliance  ne  fauroient  etre  plus  fortement 
reffierres  qu’en  determinant  expreffiement  les 
fecours  reciproques  auxquels  les  hautes  parties 
contraciantes  s’engagent,  et  en  failant  ainfi 
partager  a  chacune,  ce  qu'il  y  a  d’effentiet 
f  ^  ^  1 1 n  ^  1  n  fi  que  dans  les  avanta- 

^ — '  -A- 

ges  de  leur  union. 

Si  la  confervation  des  droits  les  plus  chers,  et 
les  plus  precieux  de  Phumanite  g  fait  Punique 

objet  des  conventions  conclues  entre  les  puif- 

%  ‘ 

lances  du  Nord,  fi  dies  croyent  necefflaire  de 
donnet  tons  leurs  foins  a  Petabliffement  d’un 

F  f  2c  code 
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code  maritime,  qui  fixera  a  l’avenir  ces  droits, 
en  faveur  de  toutes  les  nations  neutres,  rien  ne 
peut  etre  plus  conforme  a  des  vues  fi  grandes, 
fi  glorieufes,  que  lorfque  S.  M.  Pruffienne  y 
employera  egalement  l’influence,  qu’elle  s’eft 
acquife  a  fi  jufte  titre  dans  les  affaires  de  l’Eu- 

rope,  rien  ne  peut  etre  plus  conforme  aux  de- 

1. 

iirs  du  Roi  que  de  multiplier  les  liens,  qui 
1’attachent  deja  a  S.  M.  Pruffienne.  C’eft  ce 
que  le  fouffigne  a  eu  ordre  de  repondre  a  la 
note  remife  par  M.  le' Baron  de  Keller,  endate 

du  20  d’Areil  de  cette  annee. 

\  >  '  •  ,  •  • 

Fait  a  Stockholm  ce  5  Decembre  17814 
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Qopic  de  la  Note  remife  an  Baron  de  Keller  par  S. 

Monfieur  Ic  Comte  de  Schijjer,  le  2  de  May  1782. 

I^e  Roi  en  accordant  l’annee  paflee  aux  fu- 
jets  commercants  de  S.  M.  Pruffienne  la  pro¬ 
tection  que  ce  Monarque  temoignoit  delirer 
pour  la  furete  de  leur  commerce  et  navigation, 
avoit  des  lors  faifi,  avec  une  veritable  fatisfadtion, 
cette  occafion  pour  prouver  en  merne  terns,  et 
fon  attachement  aux  principes  fur  la  naviga¬ 
tion  libre  des  neutres,  qu’il  a  conftamment 
fuivis,  et  les  fentimens  perfonels  de  confidera- 
tion  et  d’amitie  pour  S.  M.  le  Roi  de  Prude. 
Enfuite  S.  M.  ayant  ete  invite  d’acceder  a 
Padte  pafTe  a  St  Peterfbourg  le  8  May  1781, 
entre  S.  M.  Pruffienne  et  S.  M.  l’lmperatrice 
de  Ruffle,  il  ne  pouvoit  etre  quedion,  que  de 
choifir  la  maniere  la  plus  fimple  et  la  plus  na- 
tuielle  aux  liens  que  S.  M.  alloit  contradter. 
Et  en  confequence,  le  Roi  fit  propofer  a  fa 
Majefte  le  P^oi  de  Prude  d’acceder  a  la  con- 

vention 
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Vention  maritime  conclue  preccdemment  e| 
des  Pannee  1780,  entre  le  Roi  et  S.  M.  I’Irm 
peratrice  de  Ruffle,  en  obfervant  ce  que  la  po¬ 
rtion  differente  des  deux  Royaumes  pouvoit 
exiger  de  different  dans  les.eiigagemensa  pren¬ 
dre.. 

Mais  S.  M.  le  Roi  de  P  ruffe  ayant  fait  con- 
noitre  dans  une  feconde  note  remife  au  fouf- 
fignc  par  fon  Envoye  Extraordinaire,  M.  le 
Baron  de  Keller,  qu'elle  defiroit  pour  des  rai- 
fons  y  alleguees,  preferablement  a  tout,  que  le 
Roi  y  accedat  &  l’adte  fus-mentionne  du  8  May 
1781.  S.  M.  a  cm  ne  devoir  plus  confulter 
que  fon  amitie  pour  fa  dite  Majefte,  ainfi  que 
1’avantage  qui  doit  refulter  pour  le  fyfteme  de 
la  liberte  du  commerce  des  neutres,  par  le  con¬ 
tours  d'un  Prince  dont  le  credit  et  la  conli- 
deration  font  fi  univerfellement  etablis.  Et 
en  confequence,  le  Roi  a  ordonne  au  fouffigne 
de  faire  part  a  M.  le  Baron  de  Keller,  en  re- 
penfe  a  fa  note  du  23  du  mois  de  Fevrier,  que 
le  Roi  a  refolu  de  fe  preter  aux  defirs  de  S. 
M  Pruffienne.  En  conformite  de  quoi  il  doit 
egaiement  informer  M.  le  Baron  de  Keller, 
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Ipie  \e  Baron  de  Nolken,  Envoy  e  Extraordi¬ 
naire  du  Roi  a  la  Conr  de  Peterfbourg,  recev- 
ra  inceflamment  ordre  d’acceder  par  des  de¬ 
clarations  formelles  de  S.  M.  a  Bade  conclu 
en  'Cette  villc  le  8  May  de  l’annee  paffee  ;  et 
par  une  fifite  de  la  confiance  et  de  l’amitie 
qui  fubliftent  entre  les  deux  Cours,  le  fo-uf- 
figne  a  l’honneur  de  joindre  ici  des  copies  des 
declarations  que  le  Baron  de  Nolken  fera 
charge  de  remettre  d’une  part  au  Miniftere  de 
S,  M.  I.  de  toutes  les  Ruffles  ;  et,  de  l’autre, 
a  M.  le  Comte  de  Goertz,  Envoy e  Extraordi¬ 
naire  de  S.  M.  Pruffienne  refidant  a  la  dite 
Cour;  s’attendant  que  de  part  et  d’autre  on 
remettraau  dit  Baron  de  Nolken  les  actes  d’ac- 
ceptation  qui  feront  trouves  neceffaires  pour 
porter  cet  ouvrage  fi  falutaire  a  fa  perfection. 


S.  M.  eprouve  un  plaifir  d’autant  plus  par- 
fait  a  remplir  en  cette  occaiion  les  defirs  du 
Roi  fon  oncle,  qu’elle  efpere  que  ce ‘nouveau 


noeud  contribuera  a  reflerrer  les  liens  de  l’a¬ 


mitie  qui  unifient  deja  par  tant  de  titres  les 
deux  Souverains. 


✓ 
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Projet  de  Declaration  fervant  d'ABe  d’AcCeffion  an  Trd, 
it  conclu  a  S.  Peterjbourg  entre  fa  Majejle  Is  Roi  de 

Prujfe  et  fa  Majejle  V  Imper at  rice  de  toutes  les  Ruffles , 
le  8  May  1781, 


kristian  Sept,  par  la  grace  de  Bieu,  Rol 
de  Dannemarc  et  de  Norvege,  &c.  &c.  favoir 
iaifons,  Qu’ayant  eu  a  coeur  depuis  le  com¬ 
mencement  de  la  prefente  guerre  maritime  de 
inaintenir  la  liberte  du  commerce  et  de  la  na¬ 
vigation,  et  nous  etant  toujours  ferieufement 
occupes  d’un  projet  auffi  falutaire,  tant  en  ac¬ 
cordant  line  protection  efficace  au  commerce 
de  nos  iujets,  qu’en  formant  avec  plulieurs  au- 
tres  puiffimces  neutres  animees  desmemes  fen- 
timens  que  nous,  des  engagements  tendants  a 
etablir  la  iiberte  des  mers  fondee  dans  le  droit 

—  V 

des  gens  et  des  nations ;  nous  n’avons  pu  ap~ 
prendre  qu’avec  un  veritable  plaifir  le  delir 
que  ia  Majede  le  Roi  de  Pruffie  a  marque  de 
contribuer  a.  Paffermiffcment  d’Un  ouvrage 

auffi 
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auffi  glorieux  qu’  utile  a  toute  l’Europe.  No- 
tre  fatisfaftion  a  ete  d’autant  plus  parlaite,  que 
nous  avons  vu  par  la  communication  amicale, 
qui  nous  a  ete  faite  de  l’acfte  paflfe  entre  S.  M. 
le  Roi  de  Pruffle  et  S.  M.  l’Imperatrice  de 
toutes  les  Ruffles,  le  8  May  de  l’annee  1781, 
pour  le  maintien  de  la  liberte  du  commerce  et 
de  la  navigation  neutre,  que  les  principes,  fur 
lefquels  cet  acte  eft  fonde,  font  a  tons  egards 
entierement  conformes  a  ceux  que  nous  avons 
precedemment  etablis,  tant  par  la  convention 
conclue  entre  nous  et  l’Imperatrice  de  Ruffle 
a  Copenhague,  le  9  Juillet  de  l’annee  1780, 
que  par  notre  acceffion  aux  traites  fignes  fepa- 
rernent  par  cette  Souveraine  avec  S.  M.  le  Roi 
de  Suede  et  les  Etats  Generaux  des  Provinces 
Unies,  en  date  du  21  Juillet  et  du  4  No  vein- 
bre;  1780* 

C’est  par  une  fuite  de  ces  memes  fentimens, 
airffl  que  de  notre  amitie  conftante  et  inviola¬ 
ble  pour  S.  M.  le  Roi  de  Pruffle,  qu’  ayant  ete 
invites  d’acceder,  coniine  partie  principale 
contraclante,  au  fus-ditacle,  Nous  declarons 
et  certifions  par  cette  prefente,  comme  quoi 

G  g  Nous 
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Nous  accedons  dans  la  meilleure  forme  comrne 
partie  prlncipale  contra&ante  a  l’adte  conclu  a 
St  Peterlbourg  le  8  May  1781  ;  et  Nous  nous 
engageons  pour  nous  et  nos  fucceffeurs  a  tou- 
tes  les  ftipulations  contenues  dans  les  claufes 
et  articles,  ainfi  que  dans  les  quatre  articles 
fepares,  qui  s’y  trouvent  joints,  et  auxquels 
nous  accedons  egalement  dans  toute  leur  forme 
et  teneur  :  Voulant  et  etendant,  'par  ce  notre 
acte  d’acceffionet  d’acceptation  formelle,  nous 
tenir  engages  a  defendre  et  a  foutenir  la  liber- 
te  et  la  iuretc  du  commerce  licite  des  fujets  de 
S.  M.  le  Roi  de  P ruffe  dans  la  merne  etendue, 
dont  nous  foutenons  et  defendons  celui  de 
nos  propres  fujets. 


Nous  entendons  en  outre,  dans  le  cas  ou 
quelqu’  une  des  parties  contraclantes  fe  ver~ 
xoit  expofce  a  des  violences,  ou  autres  incon- 
venients,  en  haine  du  fus-dit  adte,  et  de  notre 
prefente  accefiion,  ou  par  une  fuite  des  prin- 
cipes  contraires  a  ceux  y  etablis,  que  nous 
nous  concerterons  inceffamment  ;  et  que  nous 
choifirons,  conjointement  avec  leRoi  de  Prude, 
de  meme  que  nous  nous  fommes  deja  engage^ 

de 
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fle  le  faire  avec  les  autres  puiffances  paitici- 
pantes  dans  le  fyfteme  de  la  liberte  du  com¬ 
merce  et  de  la  navigation  des  neutres,  les  moy- 
ens  les  plus  furs  et  les  .plus  analogues  a  la  po¬ 
rtion  de  nos  royaumes,  afin  d’obtcnir  a  la  par- 
tie  lezee  la  juftice  et  la  fatisfadion  qui  lui  fe- 
ront  dues. 

Fxnalement,  nous  attendons  que  S.  M.  1c 
Roi  de  Prufie  declarera  egalement,  par  un  ade 
form  el,  avoir  re^u  et  accepts  notre  prefente 
declaration,  nous  reconnoiffant  ainii  comme 
partie  principale  contradante  relativement  au 
fus-dit  ade  du  8  May  1781  ;  et  qu’elle  pro- 
mettra  de  remplir  pleinement,  et  en  tous 
points  a  notre  egard  tous  les  engagemens  que 
nous  venous  de  contra der  par  cette  prefente 
notre  declaration.  En  foi  de  quoi,  &c. 
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Menton  e  tit  o.  H'l,  le  Hoi  tic  Suede  envoy  t  tltnee}  emcni  &•> 
vt'c  unc  Lettre  peivticuheye  ei  5.  dll .  I’ Imperatnce, 


Q 

Oi  les  liens  que  le  Roi  a  eu  la  fatisfadlion  de 
former  avec  fa  Majefte  l’Imperatrice  de  Ruffle, 
pendant  le  cours  dela  preiente  guerre,  pourle 
foutien  de  la  caufe  des  neutres,  ne  peuvent  lui 
etre  qu’  infiniment  chers  pour  les  avantages 
zeles  et  permanents  que  cette  alTociation  doit 
produire  pour  toutes  les  nations,  et  par  1’hon- 
neur  de  partager  avec  cette  Souveraine  la 
gloire  qui  lui  en  refultera  a  f  jufte  titre  ;  ces 
memes  liens  ne  font  pas  moins  precieux  a  fa 
Majefte,  par  les  occafions  qu’ils  lui  fourniffent 
de  donner  a  S.  M.  l’Imperatrice  de  Ruffle,  et 
de  recevoir  de  fa  part  des  marques  de  cette 
confiance  entiere,  fuite  de  l’intimite  qui  regne 
entre  les  deux  Souverains,  autant  que  du  par- 
fait  accord  de  leurs  interets  mutuels.  Le  Pvoi 
en  a  regu  une  nouvelle  preuve  par  l’amitie 
que  S.  M*  lui  a  faite  de  le  confulter  fur  le  par¬ 
ti 
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\\  a  prendre  a  l’egard  de  laRepublique  d’HoI- 
lande,  dans  la  fuppofition  qu’elle  continueroit 
a  decliner  toute  paix  particuliereavec  l’Angle- 
terre,  quand  meme  cette  derniere  puillance 
pourroit  etre  engagee  a  en  pofer  la  bafe  far 
les  principes  de  la  neutrality  armee,  avoues  et 
reconnus  vis-a-vis  de  toutes  les  puifiances  neu- 
tres,  Sa  Majefte  ne  eroit  pas  pouvoir  mieux 
marquer  fa  reconnoiffance  d’une  confiance,  a 
laquelle  il  a  ete  fi  fenfible,  qu’en  y  repondant 
avec  toute  la  fincerite  que  la  veritable  amitie 
exige,  et  qu’elle  feule  fait  infpirer. 

~  -  *  *  \ 

L’Europe  entiere  a  reconnu  dans  les  de¬ 
marches  que  S.  M.  I.  a  faites  depths  la  rupture 
de  l’Angleterre  avec  la  Hollande  pour  re  tab- 
lir  la  paix  entre  ces  deux  puifiances,  les  fenti- 
ments  qui  animent  toutes  les  actions  de  cette 
Souveraine,  fon  defir  de  procurer  le  bien  de 
Phumanite  en  general,  et  celui  de  fes  allies 
en  particulier.  Le  Roi  a  fuivi  ces  demarches, 
et  y  a  applaudi  avecl’interet  qu’il  prend  tou- 
jours  a  tout  ce  qui  touche  la  gloire  de  1’Impe- 
ratrice.  11  a  ete  perfuade  que  S.  M.  Imperi- 
ale  envifageant  l’etat  et  la  fituation  de  la  Re- 
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publique  d’Hollande,  a  trouve  dans  ce  coup 
d’oeil  fur,  avec  lequel  die  fait  apprecier  les 
chofes,  de  nouvelles  raifons  qui  auront  aug¬ 
ments  le  defir  que  la  bonte  de  fon  coeur  lui 
avoit  infpirees,  de  travailler  a  une  paix  utile  a 
1  Angicteire,  mais  neceflaire  a  la  Hollande* 
En  effet  il  ne  falloit  que  jetter  les  yeux  fur  la 
lie  nation  dans  laquelle  fe  trouvoit  cette  Repub- 
lique  avant  que  PAngleterre  declarat  la  guerre 
pour  fe  convaincre  combien  cet  eveneraent  lui 
etoit  defadvantageux  et  pourroit  lui  devenir 
fatal  en  fon  etat  floriffant,  fon  commerce  eten- 
du  et  lucratif,  fruits  d’une  longue  paix,  autant 
que  de  fon  induflrie  naturelle  ;  tout  en  tin  mot 
rendoit  la  guerre  redoutable  a  une  Pvepubliqne 
independante  et  jouiffante  des  avantages  qui 
lui  etoient  referves  dans  les  trades  de  corn* 
merce  fubfidans  entre  elle  et  les  puiffances  bel- 
ligerantes  ;  et  dans  cet  etat  la  rupture  avec 
PAngleterre  etoit  un  veritable  malheur  pour 
la  Republique  ;  et  il  femble  que  le  pen  de  fo« 
lidite  des  raifons  qui  le  lui  attirerent,  fert  en¬ 
core  a  la  rend  re  plus  interefilinte.  On  nepeut 
fe  diffimuler  que  le  iimple  projet  d’un  traite 
de  commerce,  traite  qui  prefuppofoit  necef- 
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fairement  l’independance  dc-s  Etats  dc  l’Ame- 
lique  reconnue  par  l’Angleterre,  puis  qu’il  ne 
pouvoit  jamais  avant  cette  epoque  fortir  lbu 
effet,  eft  une  raifon  bien  foible  pour  romp  re 
avec  un  ancien  ami  et  ullie ;  pel’ee  par  une 
pofterite. equitable,  elle  ne  paroitra  qu’un  pre- 
t@xte  pour  couvrir  le  mecontentement  d’unc 
nation  rivale  par  Ion  commerce,  et  d'  un  Mini- 
ftere  accoutumc  a  fe  laifter  entrainer  a  des 
mouvements  impetueux.  Ces  verites  pouvoi- 
ent  aufli  peu  echapper  aux  yeux  eclaires  de 
S.  M.  I.  qu’elles  ne  pouvoient  manquer  d’in- 
teiefter  Ion  coeur  ;  aulll  fon  premier  mouve- 
mciiL  fut  de  s  occuper  a  prevenir  les  maux 
dontla  Republique  etoit  menacee  en  lui  pro- 
cmant  une  piompte  paix.  Ce  fut  un  nou¬ 
veau  malheur  pour  la  Hollande  que  1’Angie- 
terre  ne  voulut  point  alors  fe  prefer  aux  foins 
genereux  de  rimperatrice,  et  ft  la  Renub- 
lique  fe  vit  par  la  fruftree  des  effets  de  cette 
bienveillance,  tout  ce  qui  eft  arrive  depuis  ne 
doit  pas  moins  fervir  a  lui  prouve'r  que  les  in¬ 
tentions  de  S.  M.  Imperiale  en  fa  faveur  1’en- 
pgent,  a  une  reconnoiflance  eternelle.  II  df 
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effect ivement.  difficile  d’imaginer  un  change- 
ment  plus  fatal  que  celui  qu’a  porte  a  la  litu- 
ation  de  cette  Republique,  une  guerre  d’une 
auffi  courte  dure'e.  A  la  perte  d’un  commerce 
immenfe  fa  feule  force,  fa  principale  refource. 
elle  a  vu  joindre  celle  d’une  peche  confider- 
able  qui  feule  lui  valoit  une  mine  d’or.  Ses 
colonies  en  Amerique  ont  etc  envahies,  et  on 
ignore  meme  entre  les  mains  de  quelle  puif- 
fance  eiles  peuvent  aeiuellement  etre  paffees. 
La  plupart  de  fes  poffeffions  dans  les  Grandes 
Indes,  acquifes  et  confervees  avec  tant  de  de- 
penfes  et  tant  de  foins,  font  perdues  pour  elle. 
Enfin,  pour  comble  elle  fe  voit  bloquee  la 
plus  grande  partie  de  Pannce  dans  fes  propres 
ports,  et  fes  vaiffeaux  empeches  d9y  entrer  011 
d’en  fortir.  L’effet  naturel  de  tous  ces  m al¬ 
ii  eurs  accumules  a  etc  d’entrainer  la  Repub¬ 
lique  dans  la  neceffite  de  fe  lier  plus  etroite- 
meat  avec  la  France  contre  un  ennemi  coin- 
mum  et  a  ferrer  des  noeuds  qui  feuls  peuvent 
faire  la  refource  pendant  la  guerre,  et  doivent 
procurer  fa  furete  a  la  paix.  Elle  s’eft  vu  for- 
cce  de  fe  letter  11  entierement  dans  les  bras  de 

cette 
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cette  puiffance  que  pen  s’en  faut  qu’clle  ne  fe 
trou ve  dans  fa  dependence,  et  la  demolition 
des  places  appellees  de  bar Here  a  acheve  1111 
fylleme  que  la  neceffitede  la  guerre  avoit  com¬ 
mence.  Ainfi,  par  une  fuite  de  circonftan- 
ces  facheufes,  la  Republique  fe  trouve  a  pre- 
fent  prefque  hors  d’etat  de  pouvoir  accepter  les 
bienfaits  que  S.  M.  Imperiale  11’a  cede  de  lui 
offrir,  et  dont  fon  ennemi  l’a  empechee  de  pro- 
fiter  dans  le  terns  ou  elle  le  pouvoit  encore. 
En  fuppofant  cependant  qu’il  leroit  poffible 
de  vaincre  les  obftacles'qui  s’oppofent  mainte- 
nant  a  une  paix  feparee  entre  l’Angleterre  etla 

Hollande,  il  deviendroit  alors  du  relTort  de 

% 

1’Imperatrice,  comme  mediatrice  entre  les 
deux  puiffances,  de  pefer  fur  la  balance  de  fon 
equitc  naturelle,  fi  la  Republique  doit  faire  la 
paix  fans  etre  replacee  a  peu  pres  dans  le  me- 
me  etat  ou  elle  etoit  avant  la  guerre  fans  avoir 
ete  remife  en  poffefiion  de  fes  colonies  et  de 
fes  comptoirs  dans  les  deux  Indes,  et  fans  a- 
voir  re^u  quelque  dedoinagetnent  des  pertes 
immenfes  que  la  ceflation  feule  de  fon  com¬ 
merce  lui  a  caufees.  L’Angleterre  il  ell  vrai 
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propole  le  retabliiTement  du  traite  de  1674, 
EUe  offre  meme  de  reconnoitre  vis-a-vis  de  la 
Repubiique  les  principes  adoptes  par  les  puif- 
fances  du  Nord  ;  et  ce  dernier  offre  fans  doute 
tin  prejuge  favorable  a  Pegard  de  ces  puiffan- 
c.es,  mais  1I  11’eit  pas  encore  avoue  generale- 
raent,  et  de  plus  s’ll  1’etoit,  cela  fuffit-il  pour 
les  Hollandois  ?  C’eft  un  point  fur  lequel  le 
Roi  fulpend  entierement  fon  opinion.  11  n’eft 
point  charge  de  leur  caufe,  et  il  ne  s’agit  point 
ici  de  la  plaider.  Tout  ce  que  S-  M.  vent  en 
induire,  c’eft  que  la  paix  particuliere  entre 
l’Angleterre  et  la  Hollande  fera  fans  compa- 
raifon  plus  difficile  4  amener  a  prefent,  qu’elle 
ne  l’etoit  d’abord  apres  la  rupture,  c’eft  a  dire, 
dans  le  terns  ou  l’Imperatrice  fit  fes  premieres 
offres  de  mediation, 

Le  Roi  appercoit  avec  chagrin  les  obftacles 
qui  s’oppofent  au  deffein  glorieux  que  l’amour 
de  1’humanite,  et  de  la  bienfaifance  infpira  a 
cette  Princeffe,  et  une jufte  reconnoiffance  pour 
la  confiance  qu’eile  lui  a  temoignee,  1’oblige 
autant  que  fon  amitie  de  prefenter  a  S.  M. 

Imperials- 
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Imperiale  ces  obftacles  dans  le  meme  jour,  ou 
il  les  voit  lui  meme  ;  mais  en  meme  terns  S. 
M.  trouve  avec  d’autant  plus  de  plaiiir  dans 
les  fentimens  connus,  et  les  bons  offices  deja 
offerts  par  l’Imperatrice  pour  la  pacification 
crenerale  ainil  (iue  dans  1  affiociation  des  puii- 
fances  du  Nord,  un  nioycn  de  parvenir  cntie- 
renxent  dans  les  circonftances  prefentes  an  but 
plein  de  gloire  que  S.  M.  I.  et  fes  allies  fe  font 
propofe,  et  par  l’une  et  par  1  autre  de  ces  de¬ 
marches  le  Roi  eprouve  une  veritable  fatisfac- 
tion  de  devoiler  fes  fentimens  fur  ces  objets  a 
S.  M.  l’lmperatrice  avec  la  confiance  que  lui 
infpire  egalement  fes  grandes  lumieres,  et  fon 
amitid  parfaite  fi  precieufe  pour  fa  Majefte. 

Il  eft  evident,  que  depuis  le  changement 
effedue  le  printems  pafte,  dans  le  Miniftere 
Anglois  les  affaires  s’aeheminent  a  grands  pas 
vers  une  pacification  generale.  La  France  et 
l’Angleterre  dgalement  fatiguees  toutes  deux 
d’unc  guerre  couteufe,  fe  voyant  arretees  par 
la  circonftance  de  l’independance  de  l’Ame- 
rique,  objet  que  la  prqmiere  croit  devoir  exi- 

H  h  2  ger. 
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ger,  et  que  le  Miniftere  qui  gouvernoit  la  ie- 
toncle  s’opiniatroit  a  refufer,  mais  cet  obftacle 
principal  parohTant  etre  leve  par  les  fentimens- 
qii’a  annonce  le  Miniftere  fuivant,  et  que  ce- 
lui  d  aujouid  ’hui  fembie  egalement  avoir  a- 
dopte,  on  a  bientot  vu  ime  negociation  directs 
s’ouvnr  a  Paris.  II  eft  vrai  que  les  fraix  deja 
faits  de  la  campagne  prefente,  le  defir  d’en 
^oii  1  iftue,  et  les  interets  des  allies  de  la 
1  ranee  fui tout  PEfpagne  arreteront  probable- 
nient  pour  le  moment  le  prompt  eftet  de  cette 
negociation  mais  la  campagne  finie  il  eft  tres 
foit  a  prefumer  que  les  aftaires  pourront  bien- 
tbt  s  arranger  d’autant  plus  que  l’expedition 
que  1  Efpagne  va  entreprendre  contre  Gibral¬ 
tar  doit  veis  ce  terns  avoir  reuffi  ou  manque. 

Dans  cet  etat  des  chofes,  il  paroit  moins  a 
ciaindre  que  les  puiftances  belligerantes  fe  re- 
fufent  a  line  pacification,  qu’il  n’eft  a  redou- 
ter  qu’elles  ne  terminent  d’elles  memes,  etfans 
Intervention  de  qui  que  ce  foit  leurs  differ- 
ends.  Ii  eft  clair  comoien  line  paix  pareille 
p^ut  devenir  prejudiciable  a  la  caufe  des 


/ 


neutres, 


ME  MO  I  RES,  <wT. 


*53 


neutres,  caufe  que  S.  IvL  Imperiale  conjointc- 
ment  avec  le  Roi  et  fes  autres  allies,  a  foutenu 


a 


vec  tant  de  gloire  et  jnfqu’  ici  avec  taut  de 
fucces.  On  ne  peat  pas  fe  diffi muler  que 
1’Angleterre  n’a  jamais  approuve  cordialement 
les  principes  adoptes  clans  la  convention  dc  la 
neutrality  armee  ;  et  fi  la  Maifon  de  Bourbon 
v  a  paru  moins  contraire,  cet  objet  lui  eft  ce- 
pendant  trop  etranger  pour  qu’on  puifleatten- 
dre  qu’elle  s’en  occupera  effentiellement  a  une 
paix,  on  elle  aura  tant  d’interets  a  menager, 
qui  la  touchent  infiniment  plus  pres. 


\ 

II  femble  par  confequent  que  tout  invite 
dans  ce  moment  S.  M.  l’lmperatrice  de  Ruffle 
et  fes  allies  a  couronner  par  une  demarche, 
qu’on  pent  efperer  fera  decilive,  les  nobles  et 
glorieux  efforts  qu’ils  n’ont  pas  cede  de  faire 
pour  etablir  les  droits  des  neutres  fur  une  bale 


folide  et  immuable.  A  cet  effet  le  Roi  ex- 
pole  auxvues  eclairees  de  l’Imperatriee  l’avis 
dont  il  eft,  que  le  feul  moyen  efficace  pour 
parvenir  a  ce  but  feroit  que  S.  M.  I.  conjoi h- 
tement  avec  tons  les  allies  qui  out  pris  part  i> 
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?a  convention  maritime  propoffaffent  aux  puif- 
iances  belligerantes  d’etablir  un  congres  dans 
lequel  on  difcuteroit  et  termineroit  les  differ- 
ens  mterets  tant  des  puiffances  en  guerre,  que 
des  Etats  neutres.  L’Empereur  des  Romains 
ayant  partage  jufqu’ ici  les  foins  que  S.  M. 
1  Imperatrice  s’eft  donnes  pour  la  pacification 
generale  et  etant  d’ailleurs  lie  aux  interets  des 
puilTances  maritimes  affociees  pour  le  main- 
tien  de  la  liberte  du  commerce,  par  les  enga- 
gemens  que  ce  Prince  a  pris  a  cet  egard  avec 
I’Imperatrice,  reoevra  certainement  avec  joye 
ia  propofition  que  cette  Souveraine  lui  feroit 
de  fe  joindre  dans  une  pareille  demarche  aux 
puiffances  du  Nord.  Sa  mediation  deja  of- 
ferte,  fa  puiffance  et  fon  credit  aupres  desdif- 
ferens  Etats  en  guerre,  ne  peuvent  que  don- 
ner  un  tret  grand  poids  aux  reprefentations 
qu’il  leur  feroit,  et  accelerer  la  reuffite  de 
deux  objets  qu’on  fe  propofe  par  un  congres, 
favoir,  la  pacification  et  l’etabliffement  d’un 
code  maritime.  A  meme  fin,  le  Roi  laifie 
a  decider  a  S.  M.  I’Imperatrice  s’il  ne  feroit 
pas  a  propos  qu’elle  employat  fon  credit  au- 
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pres  du  Roi  de  Prufle  pour  engager  ce  Prince 
d’epoufer  avec  toute  la  chaleur,  que  l’impor- 
tance  de  la  chofe  exige  les  interets  de  la  caufe 
commune.  Ce  ne  feroit  qu’une  luite  des  me- 
mes  principes,  qui  lui  ont  fait  defirer  d’entrer 
dans  l’affbciation  des  puiftances  maritimes,  et 
fes  grandcs  qualites  perfonnelles,  ainii  que  la 
confideration  qu’ellelui  ont  meritees,  rendront 
toujours  les  demarches  qu’il  fera  efficacement 
utiles  au  bien  general, 

II  eft  facile  de  prevoir  quel  effet  une  im- 
pulfion  donnee  en  meme  terns,  et  a  la  fois  par 
les  Etats  les  plus  puiflants  de  l’Europe,  ne 
pourra  manquer  de  faire  fur  les  puijffances  bel- 
ligerantes.  Cette  impreffion  fera  d’autant 
plus  forte,  que  ees  puiffances  fentiront  bien- 
t&t  que  ce  qu’on  leur  propofe  n’eft  nullement 
contraire  a  leur  interet,  et  ne  pent  en  aucune 
facon  y  nuire.  Au  contraire,  le  congres  pro- 
jette  femble  devoir  convenir  a  tout  le  monde* 
Les  Plenipotentiaires  des  Etats  en  guerre,  fe 
trouvant  tons  raffembles  en  un  meme  lieu  v 
difeuteront  et  termineront  avec  plus  dc  facili^ 

te 
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tc  les  diiTerends  de  lours  Coins.  Si  quelqu 
Cour  neutre  etoit  recue  pour  remplir  Poffice  de 
mediate ur  entre  quelques  lines  des  pui  fiances 
beiliger antes,  011  entre  elles  en  general,  eette 
Cour  iera  de  ion  mieux  pour  remplir  fa  tache. 
Les  autres  veilleront  a  leur  caufe,  et  on  par- 
viendra  par  ce  rnoyen  au  double  a  vantage,  et 
(1  etablir  une  paix  folide,  et  de  conftater  les 
loix  maritimes  avec  le  me  me  eclat  et  la  rae- 
me  furete  que  1’on  a  fixe  celles  de  PEmpire 
Germanique  par  les  traites  de  Weftphalie  *  et 
par  la  on  le  trouvqra  enfin  au  but  que  S.  M. 
PImperatrice  et  fes  allies  dans  la  convention 
maritime  ont  toujours  eu  en  vue,  et  vers  le- 
quel  toutes  leurs  demarches  ont  conftamment 
ete  dirigees,  et  on  terminera  Pouvrage  glcri- 
eux  et  utile  qui  fervira  de  matiere  a  la  recon- 
noiflance  des  ficeles  a  veriir. 


Il  eft  clair,  que  pour  parvenir  a  une  paix 
generale  et  folide  dans  les  circonftanc.es  p re¬ 
routes,  les  plenipotentiaires  des  Etats  Unis 
de  PAmerique  doivent  etre  appelles  au  con- 
gres ;  mais  cet  article  ne  pent  can  for  aucune 

difficulty* 
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difficult^  V  \ngleterre  nz  devant  plus  avoir  de 
repugnance  a  traiter  avec  eux  apres  que  les 
Mini  fires  Britanniques  out  declare  haute  ment 
contre  l’opiniatrete  dc  l’ancien  Minifiere  a 
vouloir  reduire  l’Amerique  Septentrionale,  et 
que  ceux  qui  font  a  prefect  en  place  declarent 
qu’ils  no  s’oppoferont  point  a  reconnoitre  foil 
independance. 


Si  le  plan  que  le  Roi  vient  de  propofer  eft 
adopte,  il  ne  reftera  qu’a  determiner  les  termes 
dans  lequels  les  propolitions  a  faire  doivent  e- 
tre  con^ues,  et  il  fera  aife  d’en  convenir  et 
d’inftruire  en  confequence  les  Minifires  refi- 
'dans  pres  des  Cours  belligerantes  Le  Roi 
penfe  qu’on  ne  fauroit  donner  trop  de  poids  a 
ces  propofitions,  et  qu’ainfi  il  feroit  client iel 

i 

qu'elles  foyent  faites  en  rneme  tenis  achacune 


He  ces  Cours  par  les  Minifires  detoutesles  pu- 
illances  qui  co-opererent  a  cet  oiivrage*  Il 
fera  enccre  facile  de  convenir  du  lieu  a  pro¬ 
pofer  pour  la  tenue  du  congres.  Aix  la  Cha- 
pel:e,  Mayence,  Francfort,  ou  quelqu’ autre 
viile  imperiale  libre,  la  plus  a  portee  qu’il 
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foit  poffible,  pour  tons  ceux  qui  y  auront  a 
faire,  remplira  1’objet. 


e 


jle  Roi  attend  avec  mteret  les  fentimens  d 
S.  M.  rimperatrice  fur  le  plan  qu’il  vient  de 
mettle  ious  les  ycuxj  mais  quels  qu’ils  foyent, 
Ivi,  e(t  perl  a  a  dec  que  1’Imperati  ice  nc  pour- 
ra  clu’y  reconnoitre  fa  tenure  amitle, "la  confi- 
ance  paifaite,  foil  amour  pour  leur  gloire  niu- 
tuelle,  ct  fa  fermete  invariable  dans  les  prin- 
cipes  qu’il  fe  fait  un  honneur  d ’avoir  fuivis 
conilamment  avec  fa  Majefe  Imperiale. 


Fait  a  Drottningholm,  ce  y  Aout  1782, 
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Note  pour  Monfteur  le  Baron  d'Albedyhlly  Charge  da 
Affaires  de  fa  Majejle  le  lioi  dc  Suede. 


L 


i’Imperatrxce  a  etc  tres  fenfible  a  la  con- 
fiance  et  a  la  cordialite  avec  laquelle  S.  M.  le 
Roi  de  Suede  dans  la  note  nouvellement  remife 
par  ion  Charge  d’ Affaires  s’eft  explique  vis-a¬ 
vis  d’elle  fur  la  prefente  lituation  de  l’Europe 


Sa  Majefte,  convaincue  comme  elle  eft  qu’il 
n’y  a  rien  a  ajauter  aux  reflexions  judicieufes 
et  au  choix  des  moyens  propofes  par  le  Roi  re- 
lativement  au  grand'  but  d’une  pacification 
generale,  et  a  Paffermiffement  du  fyfteme  de 
neutralite  fiheureufement  etabli  par  leurs  ef¬ 
forts  reunis,  peut  affurer  S.  M.  Suedoife  qu’il 
•  n’en  a  rien  echappe  a  fon  attention. 


L’Imperatrice  s’eft  occupce  jusqu’  a  pre¬ 
sent  de  concert  avec  S.  M.  l’Empereur  des 

Romains, 


ft 
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Romains,  fon  co-mediateur,  et  par  l’acceffion 
aux  memes  principes,  le  co-partageant,  de  la 
tache  effentielle  de  proteger  les  droits  des  neu- 
tiCj  j  et  elle  n  omettra  certainement  fien  lors 
de  la  conclaflon  d’une  paix  generale  entre 
toutes  les  puiffances  belligerantes,  a  concilier 
an  cl  it  fyfteme  une  force  et  duree  permanente, 
et  a  le  faire  naffer,  par  l’aveu  et  1’acceffion  des 


memes  puiffances,  en  loi  generale  pour  toutes 
les  nations. 


Au  refte,  les  fentimens  zeles  du  Roi  en  fa- 
veur  des  memes  interets,  fon  impattialite,  fa 
penetration,  qui  font  li  bien  connues  a  l’lm- 
peratrice  ne  permettent  point  a  S.  Majefte  de 
douter,  qu’en  terns  et  lieu  S.  M.  Suedoife  ne 
veuille  co-operer  de  fon  mieux  pour  1’avance- 
ment  de  cette  caufe  commune,  et  pour  en  a- 
cheminer  une  iffue  bonne  et  heureufe. 

if  l 

Fait  a  St  Peterlbourg  ce  7  Septemhre 
•1782. 


F /  .¥  I S , 


memo. 


